
 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)  
 

Thoughts And Ways 
 

I know that my thoughts are not your thoughts. I know that my ways are not your ways. How have you come to know this to be 
true?  I have thought and said and done so many things that clearly were not in alignment with your will. I have suffered the natural 
results of pain and suffering as I have frequently relied on myself. So, my lessons have been painful. Your lessons have also been 
very valuable. That is true. As a result, I have no doubt that your thoughts and ways do not come naturally to me or to anyone else 
for that matter. What does come naturally to you? Thinking and speaking and acting in worldly ways comes naturally to me. I live 
in this world. It should come as no surprise to me that thinking and speaking and acting in worldly ways is the natural result of not 
relying on you. That is true. 

 
How do you want to live differently? How will you come to rely on me? How will you seek to know my thoughts and ways? 
First, let me say that I know something to be true, without a doubt. What’s that? You want me to know your thoughts and ways. 
You have no desire to keep your thoughts and ways secret from me. I know that I will find you when I seek you with all my heart. 
Yes, you will. It will be my joy for you to come to know my thoughts and ways. I want you to be able to think my thoughts, 
speak my words and take my actions. So, you will passionately seek me? Yes, I will seek you with all my heart and mind and 
soul and strength. That will be very good. How will you seek me? Where will you meet with me? I will meet with you in your 
word. There you will speak to me. I will meet with you in prayer. There you will speak to me. I will meet with you in worship. There 
you will speak to me. You will speak to me even as I go and do your will. You will speak to me as I follow and serve you. Yes, I will 
speak to you in all these ways and at all these times. Yes, you will come to know my thoughts and my ways as you seek 
me with all your heart. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I know that my thoughts and my ways are not your thoughts and ways. I know that left to myself I will think, speak and act in ways 
that are not pleasing to you. Help me to know your thoughts. Help me to walk in your ways. Guide my life by your word. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.  
 

ESV                                                     Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.  
 

NIV                                                      Isaiah 55:8-9 
 
 
  
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 
 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are 
your ways My ways," says the LORD. "For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 
ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts 
than your thoughts.  
 

NKJV                                                   Isaiah 55:8-9 

 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ                   My Ways  
 

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says 
the LORD. “And my ways are far beyond anything 
you could imagine. For just as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than 
your ways and my thoughts higher than your 
thoughts.  
 

NLT                                                      Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 
 

"I don't think the way you think. The way you work 
isn't the way I work." GOD's Decree. "For as the 
sky soars high above earth, so the way I work 
surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is 
beyond the way you think.  
 

MSG                                                    Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.  
 

NRSV                                                  Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

"This plan of mine is not what you would work out, 
neither are my thoughts the same as yours! For 
just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than yours, and my thoughts 
than yours.  
 

TLB                                                     Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways and My thoughts than your 
thoughts.  
 

AMP                                                    Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

The LORD says, “My thoughts are not like your 
thoughts. Your ways are not like my ways. Just as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
higher than your thoughts.  
 

NCV                                                    Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                  My Ways 

 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are 
your ways My ways," declares the LORD. "For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 
ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than 
your thoughts.  
 

NASB                                                  Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

  



My Ways                                              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Isaiah 55:8-9                                 In Context: Read Isaiah 55 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"For my thoughts | are not | your thoughts, | neither are | your ways | my ways," | declares the LORD. | "As the heavens | are higher 
than | the earth, | so are | my ways | higher than | your ways | and | my thoughts | than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that my thoughts and my ways are not your thoughts and ways. I know that left to myself I will think, speak and act in 
ways that are not pleasing to you. Help me to know your thoughts. Help me to walk in your ways. Guide my life by your word. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why can you be sure that the Lord wants you to know His thoughts and ways? 
When have you discovered that you were thinking thoughts and living in ways contrary to the Lord? 
How has the Lord turned your life around by helping you to know His thoughts and walk in His ways? 
How has the Lord used His word to help you to know His thoughts and ways? 
How has the Holy Spirit timely applied God’s word to your life so you could know His thoughts and ways? 
How well can you expect to know God’s thoughts and ways if you don’t regularly meet with Him in His word? 
What joy have you had in coming to know God’s thoughts and ways as you have met with Him in His word? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Meet with the Lord in His word on a daily basis so you will be able to know His thoughts and walk in His ways. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to know His thoughts and ways as you meet with Him in His word. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has helped you to know His thoughts and ways. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Ways             Isaiah 55           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you meet with God in His word so you can know His thoughts and ways. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to know your thoughts and ways as I meet with you in your word. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to show me your thoughts and ways today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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