
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)  
 

Love My Enemies 
 

That hasn’t always been my first reaction. What hasn’t always been your first reaction? Loving my enemies and praying for those 
who persecute me has not always been my first reaction. What has been your first reaction to your enemies and to those who 
persecute you? I have wanted to defend myself.  I have wanted to strike back. I have wanted to get even. I have wanted to put 
others in their place. I wanted to set the record straight. How has that approach worked out for you? Not well, it has left me in 

constant turmoil and ongoing conflict. It has made me to be a very poor, probably nonexistent, witness for you. Why is that? Getting 
even, striking back, responding with hate to hate is nothing like the way that you lived. With such an attitude in me and with such a 
response from me, others will never see your life being lived in and through me. No, they will not. 
  
That was then, that was the past, what about now? How are you responding to your enemies and to those who persecute 
you now? First of all, now I would have a hard time identifying someone that I would call my enemy. Now, I don’t feel like anyone 
is persecuting me. Something must have changed. Tell me what has changed? You have been changing my heart. You have 
been transforming my mind. You have been guiding my life. You have been helping me to be more like you. You have been helping 
me to pray for those who mistreat me.  What has happened to you as you have loved and prayed for others? The more I love 
and pray for others, the more I love and care for them. It’s like you are giving me your heart for people. It’s like, you are helping me 
to love like you loved. That is exactly what I am doing in and through you. Well, I welcome that work of yours in me. What has 
been the result of you loving others with my love? Some have come to know and love you through your life being lived out in 
and through me. Some former enemies I can now count as my friends. More importantly, I have been able to be your witness in the 
world. I have been able to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. That is very good. 

 
 
 

 
Lord, I want to love like you loved. You loved everyone. You loved your enemies. You prayed for those who persecuted you. You loved 

me even when I was living as your enemy. Change my heart. Make me to be like you. Help me to love and pray for my enemies. Amen 
 

 

 

 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                     Copying not permitted                          www.GrowingAsDisciples.com	



 
 

                                                                     
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

ESV                                              Matthew 5:43-48 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if 
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do 
not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect. 
 

NIV                                                Matthew 5:43-48 
 
     

  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 
 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  
And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? 
Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just 
as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 

NKJV                                             Matthew 5:43-48 
 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your 
enemy. But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  
In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. 
For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain 
on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who love you, what 
reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? 
Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NLT2)  
 

NLT                                                Matthew 5:43-48 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 
 

"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten 
companion, 'Hate your enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your 
enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you 
a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your 
true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the 
sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the 
nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can 
do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any 
run-of-the-mill sinner does that. "In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're 
kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live 
generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you. Matthew 
5:43-48 (MSG)  
 

MSG                                             Matthew 5:43-48 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

NRSV                                            Matthew 5:43-48 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

"There is a saying, ’Love your friends and hate your enemies.’ But I say: 
Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way you 
will be acting as true sons of your Father in heaven. For he gives his 
sunlight to both the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust too. If you love only those who love you, what good is that? 
Even scoundrels do that much. If you are friendly only to your friends, 
how are you different from anyone else? Even the heathen do that.  
But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 

TLB                                               Matthew 5:43-48 
 
 

     

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy; But I tell you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, To show that you are the children of your Father Who is 
in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the wicked and on the good, 
and makes the rain fall upon the upright and the wrongdoers [alike]. For 
if you love those who love you, what reward can you have? Do not even 
the tax collectors do that? And if you greet only your brethren, what more 
than others are you doing? Do not even the Gentiles (the heathen) do 
that? You, therefore, must be perfect [growing into complete maturity of 
godliness in mind and character, having reached the proper height of 
virtue and integrity], as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

AMP                                             Matthew 5:43-48 
   

  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ’Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemies.’ But I say to you, love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt 
you. If you do this, you will be true children of your Father in heaven. He 
causes the sun to rise on good people and on evil people, and he sends 
rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong. If you love only 
the people who love you, you will get no reward. Even the tax collectors 
do that. And if you are nice only to your friends, you are no better than 
other people. Even those who don’t know God are nice to their friends.  
So you must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.  
 

NCV                                              Matthew 5:43-48 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Love Your Enemies 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' "But I say to you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. "For if 
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same? "If you greet only your brothers, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

NASB                                            Matthew 5:43-48 
 

  



Love Your Enemies                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 5:43-48                         In Context: Read Matthew 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 
And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"You have heard | that it was said, | 'Love your neighbor | and | hate your enemy.' | But I tell you: | Love your enemies | and | pray 
for those | who persecute you, | that you | may be sons | of your Father | in heaven. | He causes | his sun | to rise on| the evil | and 
the good, | and sends rain | on the righteous | and | the unrighteous. | If you love those | who love you, | what reward | will you get? 
| Are not | even the tax collectors | doing that? | And if | you greet only | your brothers, | what are | you doing | more than others? | 
Do not | even pagans | do that? | Be perfect, | therefore, | as your | heavenly Father | is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I want to love like you loved. You loved everyone. You loved your enemies. You prayed for those who persecuted you. You loved 
me even when I was living as your enemy. Change my heart. Make me to be like you. Help me to love and pray for my enemies. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you been tempted to strike back and fight against one of your enemies? 
How have you expressed love to someone who has been your enemy? 
How are you praying for those who have persecuted you? 
When has loving an enemy ended up turning them into one of your friends? 
How did Jesus Christ demonstrate His love toward you even when you were living as His enemy? 
How has Jesus Christ been changing your heart so that you can love and pray for your enemies? 
How is loving your enemies making you more able to bear fruit for God and bring glory to His name? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to change your heart so that you will be able to love and pray for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will change your heart and make you able to love and pray for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are now loving and praying for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Love Your Enemies    Matthew  5       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will love my enemies and pray for those who persecute me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love my enemies and pray for those who persecute me today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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