
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. 1 John 4:19-21 (NIV) 

 

Your Love 
 

Your love has changed everything about me. How so? How has my love for you changed everything about you? You loved me 
by giving yourself for me. You lived and died for me. You paid for my sin. You secured my forgiveness. It was your love that drew 
me to you. It was your love that made me want to give myself to you. Your love helped me to turn away from the world to answer 
your call to love and follow and serve you. Your love has made me want to know you. Your love has made me want to be like you. 
Your love has made me want to think what you thought, say what you said and go and do what you did. Your love has changed the 
entire course of my life. Your love has given my life hope and meaning and purpose. Now, I want to do nothing more or less than 

live the life that you have called me to live. Your love has set my life on a mission. What is your mission? My mission is to love 
you and others with all that is within me. That is very good. 
 
How will you know if you really do love me? What signs will tell you that you truly do love me? I can think of three signs that 
will tell me that I really and truly do love you. First, I will live in your love. I will keep on drawing near to you. I will listen to your voice. 
I will live in an intimate relationship with you. It will be my greatest joy and highest pleasure to walk through life with you. Second, I 
will obey your commands. I will do whatever you ask of me. I will be at your service. I will follow and obey you not because I should 
or must. No, I will follow and obey you because it is the desire of my heart to love you with all my thoughts, words and actions. In 
fact, I will continually be looking for ways to do what is pleasing to you, because I love you. Finally, I will love others just as you have 
loved me. This will not be by some herculean effort on my part. No, your love has been and is now making me to be more and more 
like you. You love me. You love others. I love you. I will love others. This is the work your love has been doing in my heart and mind 
and life as I have loved and followed and served you. Yes, it is the work I have been and will continue to do in you. Keep on 
living in my love. Keep on following and obeying me. Keep on loving me and others just as I love you. Yes Lord, I will. That 
will be very good. 
 
 
 

 
Lord, you demonstrated your love for me by living and dying for me. You made it possible for me to be forgiven of my sins. You made it 

possible for me to live in an intimate relationship with you. Help me now to love you and others with all that is within me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever 
loves God must also love his brother. 
 

ESV                                                  1 John 4:19-21 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love 
his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has 
not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 
 

NIV                                                   1 John 4:19-21 
 
 
 
     

  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 
 

We love Him because He first loved us. If someone says, "I 
love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 
whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from 
Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
 

NKJV                                                1 John 4:19-21 
 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ            Loved Us First 

 

We love each other because he loved us first. If someone says, 
“I love God,” but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person 
is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love 
God, whom we cannot see? And he has given us this command: 
Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers and 
sisters. 
 

NLT                                                   1 John 4:19-21 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ           Loved Us First 
 

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we 
were loved, now we love. He loved us first. If anyone boasts, "I 
love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, 
thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won't love the person he 
can see, how can he love the God he can't see? The command 
we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving 
people. You've got to love both. 
 

MSG                                                 1 John 4:19-21 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love 
God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
 

NRSV                                               1 John 4:19-21 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ          Loving Us First 

 

So you see, our love for him comes as a result of his loving us 
first. If anyone says "I love God," but keeps on hating his 
brother, he is a liar; for if he doesn’t love his brother who is right 
there in front of him, how can he love God whom he has never 
seen? And God himself has said that one must love not only 
God but his brother too. 1 John 4:19-21 (TLB)  
 

TLB                                                 1 John 4:19-21 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love Him, because He first loved us. If anyone says, I love 
God, and hates (detests, abominates) his brother [in Christ], he 
is a liar; for he who does not love his brother, whom he has 
seen, cannot love God, Whom he has not seen. And this 
command (charge, order, injunction) we have from Him: that he 
who loves God shall love his brother [believer] also. 
 

AMP                                                 1 John 4:19-21 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love because God first loved us. If people say, “I love God,“ 
but hate their brothers or sisters, they are liars. Those who do 
not love their brothers and sisters, whom they have seen, 
cannot love God, whom they have never seen. And God gave 
us this command: Those who love God must also love their 
brothers and sisters. 
 

NCV                                                 1 John 4:19-21 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ           First Loved Us 

 

We love, because He first loved us. If someone says, "I love 
God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen. And this commandment we have from Him, 
that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 
 

NASB                                               1 John 4:19-21 
 

  



First Loved Us                                   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 John 4:19-21                               In Context: Read 1 John 4 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also 
love his brother. 1 John 4:19-21 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
We love because | he first loved us. | If anyone says, | "I love God," | yet hates | his brother, | he is a liar. | For anyone | who does not 
| love his brother, | whom he | has seen, | cannot love God, | whom he | has not seen. | And he | has given us | this command: | 
Whoever loves God | must also | love his brother. 1 John 4:19-21 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, you demonstrated your love for me by living and dying for me. You made it possible for me to be forgiven of my sins. You made 
it possible for me to live in an intimate relationship with you. Help me now to love you and others with all that is within me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has God dramatically demonstrated His love for you? 
How have you come to know and experience God’s love for you? 
How has God’s love for you changed the thoughts of your mind, words of your mouth and actions from your life? 
How has your love for God grown stronger as you have continued to know and experience His love for you? 
How has your love for God made you able to love Him and others with all that is within you? 
How has the Lord made you able to love even those who are very difficult to love? 
How is your love for God and others being expressed through your thoughts, words and actions? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow God’s love for you to make you able to love Him and others with all that is within you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God’s love for you will change your heart, transform your mind and guide all your actions. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God’s love has changed your thoughts, words and actions. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



First Loved Us            1 John 4           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May God’s love for you make you able to love Him and others with all that is within you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will love you and others with all that is within me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love you and others with all that is within me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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