
Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become 
clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the 
brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  
Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV)  
 

Opportunities 
 

What has happened to me so that I can advance the gospel? Where have you placed me so that I can share the good news with 
others? Those are questions I have not asked myself or you. Why is that? I don’t have a good answer for that question. I suspect 
that sharing the good news of the gospel has not been on the top of my mind, at all times. I have not been watchful. I have not been 
waiting. I have not been anticipating opportunities to share the good news with others. Yes, I do have regular and scheduled ministry 
opportunities where I have and do continually share the gospel. That’s good. But I am sure of a few things. Like what? You have 

prepared me to be able to share the gospel with others. You want to use me to help others to come to place their faith in you. You 
want me to bear fruit for your kingdom. Yes, I have prepared you to share the gospel with others. Yes, I want you to lead 
others to me. Yes, I want you to bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name. I have no doubt about any of what 
you have said to me. That’s good. I also know that you have placed me where I am. You have given me unique opportunities to be 
used by you. It would be a tragic mistake not to allow myself to be used by you. Why is that? Someone may have no other 
opportunity to come to know you unless I allow you to speak through me. You want me to be watching. You want me to be waiting. 
You want me to be eagerly anticipating opportunities to be used by you. You want me to courageously and fearlessly speak your 
words so that others will come to know you. Yes, I do. For that I am grateful. For that I am thankful. 
 
When do you most need courage and fearlessness in proclaiming my word to others? When is it most difficult for you to 
share the good news of the gospel with others? That would be one on one with people I know. Do you believe that I will help 
you? Do you believe that I will empower you? Do you believe that I will speak through you? Yes Lord, I do. Keep watching. 
Be waiting. Be ready. Rely on me, I will use you. Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 

 
 
Lord, I want to be a courageous and fearless witness for you. I want others to come to know you through the testimony of my life. 
Help me to boldly proclaim the Gospel to those who do not know you. Give me opportunities to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ  Advance The Gospel 

 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me 
has really served to advance the gospel, so that it has become 
known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 
that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, 
having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
  

ESV                                           Philippians 1:12-14 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Advance The Gospel 

 

Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to 
me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has 
become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to 
everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my 
chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged 
to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 
  

NIV                                            Philippians 1:12-14 
 
 
 
     

  Becoming Like Christ     Furtherance Of The Gospel 
 

But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which 
happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of 
the gospel, so that it has become evident to the whole palace 
guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; and most 
of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my 
chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
 

NKJV                                         Philippians 1:12-14 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ      Spread The Good News 

 

And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that 
everything that has happened to me here has helped to spread 
the Good News. For everyone here, including the whole palace 
guard, knows that I am in chains because of Christ. And 
because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have 
gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without 
fear. 
  

NLT                                           Philippians 1:12-14 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ  The Message Has Actually Prospered 
 

I want to report to you, friends, that my imprisonment here has 
had the opposite of its intended effect. Instead of being 
squelched, the Message has actually prospered. All the soldiers 
here, and everyone else too, found out that I'm in jail because 
of this Messiah. That piqued their curiosity, and now they've 
learned all about him. Not only that, but most of the Christians 
here have become far more sure of themselves in the faith than 
ever, speaking out fearlessly about God, about the Messiah. 
  

MSG                                          Philippians 1:12-14 
 
 

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Spread The Gospel 

 

I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has 
actually helped to spread the gospel, so that it has become 
known throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone 
else that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of the 
brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness 
and without fear. 
  

NRSV                                        Philippians 1:12-14 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ Great Boost In Getting Out The Good News 

 

And I want you to know this, dear brothers: Everything that has 
happened to me here has been a great boost in getting out the 
Good News concerning Christ. For everyone around here, 
including all the soldiers over at the barracks, knows that I am 
in chains simply because I am a Christian. And because of my 
imprisonment, many of the Christians here seem to have lost 
their fear of chains! Somehow my patience has encouraged 
them, and they have become more and more bold in telling 
others about Christ. 
  

TLB                                            Philippians 1:12-14 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Advance… The Good News 

 

Now I want you to know and continue to rest assured, brethren, that 
what [has happened] to me [this imprisonment] has actually only served 
to advance and give a renewed impetus to the [spreading of the] good 
news (the Gospel). So much is this a fact that throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to all the rest [here] my imprisonment has become 
generally known to be in Christ [that I am a prisoner in His service and 
for Him]. And [also] most of the brethren have derived fresh confidence 
in the Lord because of my chains and are much more bold to speak and 
publish fearlessly the Word of God [acting with more freedom and 
indifference to the consequences]. 
  

AMP                                          Philippians 1:12-14 
   

  Becoming Like Christ     Spread The Good News 
 

I want you brothers and sisters to know that what has 
happened to me has helped to spread the Good News. All the 
palace guards and everyone else knows that I am in prison 
because I am a believer in Christ. Because I am in prison, most 
of the believers have become more bold in Christ and are not 
afraid to speak the word of God.  
  

NCV                                           Philippians 1:12-14 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Greater Progress Of The Gospel 

 

Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have 
turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my 
imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 
and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of 
God without fear. 
  

NASB                                        Philippians 1:12-14 
 

  



Advance The Gospel                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Philippians 1:12-14                   In Context: Read Philippians 1 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become 
clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. Because of my chains, most of the brothers 
in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Now I want you to know, | brothers, | that what | has happened to me | has really | served to advance | the gospel. | As a result, | it 
has become clear | throughout | the whole palace guard | and | to everyone else | that I am | in chains for Christ. | Because of my 
chains, | most of the brothers | in the Lord | have been encouraged | to speak | the word of God | more courageously and fearlessly. 
Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I want to be a courageous and fearless witness for you. I want others to come to know you through the testimony of my life. Help 
me to boldly proclaim the Gospel to those who do not know you. Give me opportunities to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How obvious is it to others that you know and love and follow and serve Jesus Christ? 
Why will it be a tragic mistake if you try to live as a secret follower of Jesus Christ? 
Where has the Lord placed you so that you could advance the good news of the Gospel? 
How have circumstances opened opportunities for you to be a powerful witness for Jesus Christ? 
How have you not let adverse circumstances prevent you from being a witness for Jesus Christ? 
How has the Lord enabled you to be a courageous and fearless witness for Him? 
Who has come to know the Lord because you spoke the word of God courageously and fearlessly? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow your life to set an example to others so that they will share the Gospel more courageously and fearlessly. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to share the Gospel more courageously and fearlessly. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been a courageous and fearless witness for Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Advance The Gospel           Philippians 1    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you use every opportunity you are given to courageously and fearlessly proclaim the Gospel. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will use every opportunity you give me to courageously and fearlessly proclaim the gospel. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I courageously and fearlessly proclaim the gospel today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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