
An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble. From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good 
things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.  
A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult. A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false 
witness tells lies. Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. Proverbs 12:13-18 (NIV)  
 

Listening 
 

I have a growth opportunity of that I am sure. What is your growth opportunity? As you know, I have often been strong willed and 
opinionated. I am also one of those that is energized by the heat of a good debate. There is no doubt about that. I have not 
developed great skills at listening. I am afraid that I have often sent off signals that I am not always ready and willing and able to 
receive and act on wise advice whether it comes from you or from some wise person you have brought into my life. I know one thing 
for certain. What’s that? A person who fails to listen to wise advice is a fool. A person who cannot receive or act on wise advice 

lives in constant danger. They live with warnings never received or acted on. They think foolish thoughts, speak foolish words and 
take foolish actions. They suffer the natural pain and suffering of thinking and speaking and acting foolishly. I don’t want that to be 
me. It won’t be you, trust Me.  I have more to say. I’m listening. In the little more distant past, I have also been easily annoyed 
and unlikely to overlook an insult. Yes but, you have allowed me to work in you and through you so that now you are more 
likely to ignore and overlook an insult. I am thankful for all the progress you are making in me. That’s good. I am also thankful 
that I am still your work in progress. Yes, you are my work in progress. You will never stop molding and shaping me into the work 
of your hands. Yes, you are my masterpiece. I’m sure that you have a lot of work yet to do in me.  That’s true, but don’t be 
impatience or discouraged, my hands are on you. My favor rests on you. I will make you able to live a life that is good and 
right and pleasing to me. It is hard to think of myself as your masterpiece. Try harder. I will. That’s good. So, I will make listening 
my goal. I will be listening well to you. I will be listening well to wise people you bring into my life. I will receive and act on all that 
you want me to hear and do. That will be very good. 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, I have not always listened well. I have been strong willed and opinionated. I have sent off strong signals that I have not been ready 

or willing or able receive and act on advice. Forgive me. I will listen attentively to any wise advice you want to give me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ       Listens To Advice 

 

An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the 
righteous escapes from trouble. From the fruit of his mouth a 
man is satisfied with good, and the work of a man’s hand 
comes back to him. The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 
but a wise man listens to advice. The vexation of a fool is 
known at once, but the prudent ignores an insult. Whoever 
speaks the truth gives honest evidence, but a false witness 
utters deceit. There is one whose rash words are like sword 
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
 

ESV                                              Proverbs 12:3-18 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ       Listens To Advice 

 

An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man 
escapes trouble. From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with 
good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. 
The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to 
advice. A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man 
overlooks an insult. A truthful witness gives honest testimony, 
but a false witness tells lies. Reckless words pierce like a 
sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
 

NIV                                             Proverbs 12:13-18 
 
 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ          Heeds Counsel 

 

The wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, But the 
righteous will come through trouble. A man will be satisfied with 
good by the fruit of his mouth, And the recompense of a man's 
hands will be rendered to him. The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. A fool's wrath is 
known at once, But a prudent man covers shame. He who 
speaks truth declares righteousness, But a false witness, 
deceit. There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, 
But the tongue of the wise promotes health. 
 

NKJV                                          Proverbs 12:13-18 
   

 
  Becoming Like Christ         Listen To Others 

 

The wicked are trapped by their own words, but the godly 
escape such trouble. Wise words bring many benefits, and hard 
work brings rewards. Fools think their own way is right, but the 
wise listen to others. A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise person 
stays calm when insulted. An honest witness tells the truth; a 
false witness tells lies. Some people make cutting remarks, but 
the words of the wise bring healing.  
 

NLT                                              Proverbs 12:13-18 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ              Take Advice 
 

The gossip of bad people gets them in trouble; the conversation 
of good people keeps them out of it. Well-spoken words bring 
satisfaction; well-done work has its own reward. Fools are 
headstrong and do what they like; wise people take advice. 
Fools have short fuses and explode all too quickly; the prudent 
quietly shrug off insults. Truthful witness by a good person 
clears the air, but liars lay down a smoke screen of deceit. 
Rash language cuts and maims, but there is healing in the 
words of the wise. 
 

MSG                                           Proverbs 12:13-18 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ       Listens To Advice 

 

The evil are ensnared by the transgression of their lips, but the 
righteous escape from trouble. From the fruit of the mouth one 
is filled with good things, and manual labor has its reward.  
Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to advice.  
Fools show their anger at once, but the prudent ignore an 
insult. Whoever speaks the truth gives honest evidence, but a 
false witness speaks deceitfully. Rash words are like sword 
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  
 

NRSV                                         Proverbs 12:13-18 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ       Listens To Others 

 

Lies will get any man into trouble, but honesty is its own 
defense. Telling the truth gives a man great satisfaction, and 
hard work returns many blessings to him. A fool thinks he 
needs no advice, but a wise man listens to others. A fool is 
quick-tempered; a wise man stays cool when insulted. A good 
man is known by his truthfulness; a false man by deceit and 
lies. Some people like to make cutting remarks, but the words 
of the wise soothe and heal. 
 

TLB                                             Proverbs 12:13-18 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ     Listens To Counsel 

 

The wicked is [dangerously] snared by the transgression of his lips, but 
the [uncompromisingly] righteous shall come out of trouble. From the 
fruit of his words a man shall be satisfied with good, and the work of a 
man's hands shall come back to him [as a harvest]. The way of a fool is 
right in his own eyes, but he who listens to counsel is wise. A fool's wrath 
is quickly and openly known, but a prudent man ignores an insult. He 
who breathes out truth shows forth righteousness (uprightness and right 
standing with God), but a false witness utters deceit. There are those 
who speak rashly, like the piercing of a sword, but the tongue of the wise 
brings healing. 
 

AMP                                           Proverbs 12:13-18 
   

  Becoming Like Christ        Listen To Advice 
 

Evil people are trapped by their evil talk, but good people stay 
out of trouble. People will be rewarded for what they say, and 
they will also be rewarded for what they do. Fools think they are 
doing right, but the wise listen to advice. Fools quickly show 
that they are upset, but the wise ignore insults. An honest 
witness tells the truth, but a dishonest witness tells lies.  
Careless words stab like a sword, but wise words bring healing.  
 

NCV                                            Proverbs 12:13-18 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ     Listens To Counsel 

 

An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, But the 
righteous will escape from trouble. A man will be satisfied with 
good by the fruit of his words, And the deeds of a man's hands 
will return to him. The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But 
a wise man is he who listens to counsel. A fool's anger is 
known at once, But a prudent man conceals dishonor. He who 
speaks truth tells what is right, But a false witness, deceit.  
There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, But 
the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
 

NASB                                         Proverbs 12:13-18 
 
  



Listens To Advice                            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Proverbs 12:13-18                     In Context: Read Proverbs 12 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble. From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things 
as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. A fool shows his 
annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult. A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells lies.  
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. Proverbs 12:13-18 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
An evil man | is trapped by | his sinful talk, | but a righteous man | escapes trouble. | From the fruit | of his lips | a man | is filled with 
| good things | as surely as | the work | of his hands | rewards him. | The way | of a fool | seems right | to him, | but a | wise man 
listens to advice. | A fool | shows | his annoyance | at once, | but a prudent man | overlooks an insult. | A truthful witness | gives honest 
testimony, | but a false witness | tells lies. | Reckless words | pierce like | a sword, | but the tongue | of the wise | brings healing. 
Proverbs 12:13-18 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not always listened well. I have been strong willed and opinionated. I have sent off strong signals that I have not been 
ready or willing or able receive and act on advice. Forgive me. I will listen attentively to any wise advice you want to give me. Amen  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How does your life send signals that you are ready and willing and able to listen and act on advice? 
When have you failed to listen and act on advice and suffered greatly as a result? 
How are you guarding the words that come out of your mouth, so you are not trapped by sinful talk? 
Why will a way sometimes seem right to you until receive and act on wise advice? 
When have you been glad that you overlooked an insult rather than been annoyed by it? 
How are you being careful to not speak reckless words that will pierce others like a sword? 
When have the words of your mouth brought healing into the life of another person? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Be ready and willing and able to receive and act on wise advice from the Lord and those He brings into your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord and others He brings into your life will give you wise advice to receive and act on. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are ready and willing to receive and act on wise advice. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Listens To Advice           Proverbs 12      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be ready, willing and able to receive and act on wise advice. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will be ready and willing and able to receive and act on wise advice. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I be ready and willing and able to receive and act on wise advice? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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