
"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received 
the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts 
only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed 
that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making 
it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces 
a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." Matthew 13:18-23 (NIV) 

 

Abundant Fruit 
 

That is sort of the bottom line. What is the bottom line? I want to bear abundant fruit for your kingdom. I want to live a life that is 
good and right and pleasing to you. I don’t want my life in you to be choked off by the worries and cares of this world. I don’t want 

to wilt under heat of the troubles and trials of this life. I want to be able to fight against every evil and withstand all temptation. I want 
to be able to endure any persecution. I don’t want to get caught up and entrapped by wealth and the pleasures of this life. I want my 
heart and mind and life to be entirely focused on you. I want to be able to know and do your will. I want to go where you guide me. 
I want to do what you ask of me. You have good and right and pure desires in you. Well, they did not originate in me. Any good 
and right and pure desires in me certainly come from you. Yes, they do. 
 
How will you be able to live a faithful and fruitful life that is good and right and pleasing to me? How will you be able to 
know and do my will? How will my good and right and pure desires that are in you, be fulfilled? Not by my own strength, that 
is for sure. Not by my trying harder, of that I am certain. What then? Only you can make me faithful. Only you can make me fruitful. 
How will I make you both faithful and fruitful? You will use your word to make me both faithful and fruitful. I meet with you daily 
in your word. Then and there, you will plant your word deeply into my heart and mind and life. Yes, I will. You will use your word to 
change my heart, transform my mind, and guide my life. You word will accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans in and through 
my life. I will allow you to use your word to do your work in me. That will be very good. Then your life will bear abundant fruit 
for my kingdom and glory. Thank you, Lord. 

 
 
 
 
Heavenly Father, I will meet with you daily in your word. I will listen carefully and make myself attentive to what you want to teach 
me. Plant your word deeply in my heart, mind and life. Allow your word to flourish in me so I can bear abundant fruit for you. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ       Parable Of The Sower 
 

 “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. 
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.”  

ESV                                             Matthew 13:18-23 

 
 

 
  Becoming Like Christ      Parable Of The Sower 

 

"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message 
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 
was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed 
that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But 
since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because 
of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns 
is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the 
man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty 
or thirty times what was sown." 

NIV                                              Matthew 13:18-23 

 
 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ          Parable Of The Sower 

 

"Therefore hear the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and 
does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his 
heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. But he who received the seed on stony 
places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of 
the word, immediately he stumbles. Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who 
hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty." 

NKJV                                           Matthew 13:18-23 

   

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Parable About The Farmer Planting Seeds 

 

“Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: The seed that 
fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t 
understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their 
hearts. The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as 
soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. The seed that fell 
among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. The seed 
that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce 
a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 

NLT                                              Matthew 13:18-23 

      
 

  Becoming Like Christ  Story Of The Farmer Planting Seed 
 

"Study this story of the farmer planting seed. When anyone hears news of the kingdom and 
doesn't take it in, it just remains on the surface, and so the Evil One comes along and plucks 
it right out of that person's heart. This is the seed the farmer scatters on the road. "The seed 
cast in the gravel—this is the person who hears and instantly responds with enthusiasm. But 
there is no soil of character, and so when the emotions wear off and some difficulty arrives, 
there is nothing to show for it. "The seed cast in the weeds is the person who hears the 
kingdom news, but weeds of worry and illusions about getting more and wanting everything 
under the sun strangle what was heard, and nothing comes of it. "The seed cast on good 
earth is the person who hears and takes in the News, and then produces a harvest beyond 
his wildest dreams." 

MSG                                            Matthew 13:18-23 

 
 

 
  Becoming Like Christ         Parable Of The Sower 

 

"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty." 

NRSV                                          Matthew 13:18-23 

  
  Becoming Like Christ          Farmer Planting Grain 
 

"Now here is the explanation of the story I told about the farmer planting grain:  
 The hard path where some of the seeds fell represents the heart of a person who hears the 
Good News about the Kingdom and doesn’t understand it; then Satan comes and snatches 
away the seeds from his heart. The shallow, rocky soil represents the heart of a man who 
hears the message and receives it with real joy, but he doesn’t have much depth in his life, 
and the seeds don’t root very deeply, and after a while when trouble comes, or persecution 
begins because of his beliefs, his enthusiasm fades, and he drops out. The ground covered 
with thistles represents a man who hears the message, but the cares of this life and his 
longing for money choke out God’s Word, and he does less and less for God. The good 
ground represents the heart of a man who listens to the message and understands it and 
goes out and brings thirty, sixty, or even a hundred others into the Kingdom." 

TLB                                             Matthew 13:18-23 

     

 
  Becoming Like Christ          Parable Of The Sower 

 
Listen then to the [meaning of the] parable of the sower: While anyone is hearing the Word of the 
kingdom and does not grasp and comprehend it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 
sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the roadside. As for what was sown on thin (rocky) 
soil, this is he who hears the Word and at once welcomes and accepts it with joy; Yet it has no real 
root in him, but is temporary (inconstant, lasts but a little while); and when affliction or trouble or 
persecution comes on account of the Word, at once he is caused to stumble [he is repelled and 
begins to distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] and he falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the Word, but the cares of the world and the pleasure 
and delight and glamour and deceitfulness of riches choke and suffocate the Word, and it yields no 
fruit. As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who hears the Word and grasps and comprehends 
it; he indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundred times as much as was sown, in another sixty 
times as much, and in another thirty. 

AMP                                            Matthew 13:18-23 

 
  

  Becoming Like Christ        Story About The Farmer 
 

“So listen to the meaning of that story about the farmer. What is the seed that fell by the road? That 
seed is like the person who hears the message about the kingdom but does not understand it. The 
Evil One comes and takes away what was planted in that person’s heart. And what is the seed that fell 
on rocky ground? That seed is like the person who hears the teaching and quickly accepts it with joy. 
But he does not let the teaching go deep into his life, so he keeps it only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the teaching he accepted, he quickly gives up. And what is the seed 
that fell among the thorny weeds? That seed is like the person who hears the teaching but lets worries 
about this life and the temptation of wealth stop that teaching from growing. So the teaching does not 
produce fruit in that person’s life. But what is the seed that fell on the good ground? That seed is like 
the person who hears the teaching and understands it. That person grows and produces fruit, 
sometimes a hundred times more, sometimes sixty times more, and sometimes thirty times more. 

NCV                                            Matthew 13:18-23 

     

 
  Becoming Like Christ          Parable Of The Sower 

 

"Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. 
This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. "The one on whom seed was 
sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or 
persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. "And the one on whom 
seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the 
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. "And the 
one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and 
understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and 
some thirty."  

NASB                                          Matthew 13:18-23 

 
  



Parable Of The Sower                   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 13:18-23                     In Context: Read Matthew 13 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed 
that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short 
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among the 
thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the 
one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." Matthew 13:18-23 NIV 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Listen then | to what the parable | of the sower means: | When anyone | hears the message | about the kingdom | and does not 
understand it, | the evil one comes | and snatches away | what was sown | in his heart. | This is the seed | sown along the path. | The 
one who received | the seed that fell | on rocky places | is the man | who hears the word | and at once | receives it with joy. | But since 
| he has no root, | he lasts only | a short time. | When trouble or persecution comes | because of the word, | he quickly falls away. | 
The one who received | the seed | that fell among | the thorns | is the man | who hears the word, | but the worries | of this life | and | 
the deceitfulness of wealth | choke it, | making it unfruitful. | But the one | who received | the seed | that fell | on good soil | is the man 
| who hears the word | and | understands it. | He produces a crop, | yielding a hundred, | sixty | or | thirty times | what was sown." 
Matthew 13:18-23 NIV 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I will meet with you daily in your word. I will listen carefully and make myself attentive to what you want to teach me. 
Plant your word deeply in my heart, mind and life. Allow your word to flourish in me so I can bear abundant fruit for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When are you meeting with God in His word so He can plant it deeply in your heart and mind and life? 
How are you listen carefully to God’s word and making yourself attentive to all He wants to teach you? 
How has your understanding of God’s word grown as you have continued to allow Him to plant it in your life? 
How has God’s word taken deep root in your life so that it could flourish and grow and thrive in you? 
How has God’s word made you able to withstand times of great difficulty, trouble and persecution? 
How has God’s word protected you from the deceitfulness of wealth choking off His life in you? 
How has the growth of God’s word in you made you able to bear abundant fruit for Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Meet with God in His word on a daily basis so He can plant His word deeply in your heart and mind and life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your life will bear abundant fruit for God as you take it deep into your heart and mind and life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are allowing God’s word to be planted deeply in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Parable Of The Sower          Matthew 13      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow your Heavenly Father to plant His word deep into your heart and mind and life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will allow you to plant your word deep into my heart and mind and life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what from your word do you want to plant deep in my heart and mind and life today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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