
He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV) 
 

Listen Carefully, Speak Wisely 
 

That is exactly what I want to do. What do you want to do? I want to be able to listen carefully and speak wisely. It is good that 
you have linked those two thoughts together. Why is that? Those thoughts are intertwined. Those two ideas are inseparable. 
How so? You will never be able to speak wisely without learning to listen carefully. Do you know why that is? No, I don’t 
think so. Maybe I do, but I’m not sure. Take a guess. Not listening is a sure sign of pride. Not listening conveys the attitude that I 
have much to offer and no need to receive. It is the attitude of a “know it all”. A poor listener cuts themselves off from learning from 
others. A poor listener will never have the benefit of other’s insight. A poor listener will live forever with their blind spots that they 
can’t see by themselves. Why is that? It is easy to recognize a poor listener. A poor listener sends out signals that shout, “Don’t 
bother with me, because I won’t listen to you.” I don’t want to be that person. That’s good. 

 
How will you become a good listener? Where you will start? What will you do? I will start with you. It is the desire of my heart 
to hear from you. I want to listen to every word that you have to say to me. There is no one I want to hear from more than you. 
That’s good. So, I will withdraw from the noise and busyness of life. I will go to a quiet place. I will slow down and make myself 
attentive to you. I will separate myself from the swirl of activity all around me. Why will that be necessary? I am hard of hearing. 
Listening to you does not come naturally to me. No, it does not. Quieting myself before you will take all the strength that you will 
give to me. Why is that? Activity and busyness is my norm. Racing here and there and everywhere is my strength. It’s not really a 
strength. I know. It’s a huge weakness. But there is one thing I know for certain. What’s that? You will speak to me as I meet with 
you. You will speak to me as I meet with you in your word, and in prayer, and in worship. Yes, I will. 
 
What will happen to you as you listen attentively to me? You will give me wise words to speak as I listen attentively to you. Yes, 
I will.  What else? You will strengthen and develop my ability to listen to others as I keep on listening to you. Yes, I will. What 
else? As I listen to others, I will be more able to minister to them. You will give me wise and caring and loving words to speak that 
will bring life and healing to others. Yes, I will. Keep on listening to me. Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 
 

 
 

 

 
Lord, I know I have pridefully spoken quickly without listening carefully. I have often spoken unhelpful and unhealthy words I have deeply 

regretted. Help me to listen attentively to you. Help me to speak wise words that will build up and encourage others. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ    Answer Before He Hears 

 

If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his 
folly and shame.  
 
ESV                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Answers Before Listening 

 

He who answers before listening-- that is his folly 
and his shame.  
 
NIV                                                  Proverbs 18:13 
 
 
 
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ Answers A Matter Before He Hears It 
 

He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is 
folly and shame to him.  
 
NKJV                                               Proverbs 18:13 

 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Spouting Off Before Listening 

 

Spouting off before listening to the facts is both 
shameful and foolish.  
 
NLT                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ Answering Before Listening 
 

Answering before listening is both stupid and rude.  
 
MSG                                                Proverbs 18:13 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Gives Answer Before Hearing 

 

If one gives answer before hearing, it is folly and 
shame.  
 
NKJV                                               Proverbs 18:13 
 

  
 Becoming Like Christ      Decide Before Knowing 

 

What a shame—yes, how stupid!—to decide 
before knowing the facts!  
 
TLB                                                  Proverbs 18:13 

 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ       Answers A Matter 

 

He who answers a matter before he hears the 
facts—it is folly and shame to him.  
 
AMP                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ Anyone Who Answers Without Listening 

 

Anyone who answers without listening is foolish 
and confused.  
 
NCV                                                 Proverbs 18:13 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ    Answer Before He Hears 

 

He who gives an answer before he hears, It is folly 
and shame to him.  
 
NASB                                               Proverbs 18:13 
 

  



Answers Before Listening           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Proverbs 18:13                          In Context: Read Proverbs 18 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
He who answers | before listening-- | that is | his folly | and | his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know I have pridefully spoken quickly without listening carefully. I have often spoken unhelpful and unhealthy words I have 
deeply regretted. Help me to listen attentively to you. Help me to speak wise words that will build up and encourage others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why is answering without listening a clear indication of prideful behavior? 
When have you made the mistake of speaking without listening carefully? 
Why will you often regret your words if you speak without listening? 
How are you making yourself attentive to what the Lord has to say to you? 
Why must you often withdraw to quiet places if you want to hear from the Lord? 
When has the Lord given wise words for you to speak as you listened carefully to Him? 
How have you been better able to minister to others because you listened carefully to them? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Listen carefully to the Lord so that you will be able to speak wisely to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will give you wise words to speak as you listen carefully to Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are listening carefully so you will be able to speak wisely. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers Before Listening          Proverbs 18      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you listen carefully to the Lord so you will be able to speak wisely to others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will listen carefully to you so I will be able to speak wisely to others. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what words of wisdom will you give me to speak as I listen carefully to you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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