
 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.                                           
1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIV)  
 

Pay Back 
 

That is a losing proposition. What is a losing proposition? It is a losing proposition to try to pay back someone for the wrong they 
have done to you. I agree with you. Tell me why you think it is a losing proposition to try to pay someone back for the 
wrongs they have done to you. No one ever wins in paying wrong for wrong. No one ever gets ahead. No one ever becomes 
satisfied. Anger and revenge and bitterness will eat a person alive. Anger and revenge and bitterness only increases stress and 
anxiety. It will shorten a life. It will eliminate happiness and kill joy. There is no up-side to paying wrong for wrong.  It is a tool of the 
devil that will steal, kill and destroy life, which is his evil goal. I have no desire to participate in his plan. I will do nothing to further 
his efforts. That’s good. 

 
What will you do instead of trying to pay wrong for wrong? What will be your attitude and action plan towards those who 
have wronged you? I have only one strategy. I have only one hope. What’s that? I will pray for those who have hurt and harmed 
me. That’s it? That’s all? No, that is just a start. Tell me more about this start. As I pray for those who have harmed me, I know 
what will happen. What’s that? You will change my heart and mind toward people who harmed me. You will help me to let go of 
angry and bitter and resentful thoughts. You will help me to see those who harmed me through your eyes. You will help me to love 
and be kind to everyone, including those who have hurt and harmed me. Yes, I will. You can count on it. 
 
Why can you be sure that praying for others, including those who have harmed you, is the right approach? That’s easy to 
answer. Why is that? All I will need to do is look at your example. All I will have to do is do what you did. What did I do? You loved 
and forgave everyone. You prayed for those who hurt and harmed you. You loved and cared for and were kind to everyone, even 
those who thought and acted as your enemies. Yes, I did. 
 
What will be the result of your being kind to everyone, including those who have hurt and harmed you? Some former 
adversaries may become my friends. Some who have hurt and harmed me may see your love flowing in and through me. Some 
may be drawn to you and come to know you because they have seen your light and life in me. Wouldn’t that be great? Wouldn’t 
that be something to celebrate? Could we rejoice together over that? Yes, we could. Yes, we will. Thank you, Lord. 

 
 
 
 

Lord, at times, I have been the source of adversarial relationships with others. I have fallen to the temptation of paying back wrong for 

wrong. Forgive me. Help me now, to follow your example by being kind to everyone, including those who have harmed me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but 
always seek to do good to one another and to 
everyone. 
 

ESV                                       1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ       Wrong For Wrong 

 

Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 
wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and 
to everyone else.  
 

NIV                                         1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but 
always pursue what is good both for yourselves 
and for all. 
 

NKJV                                     1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                Evil For Evil 

 

See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always 
try to do good to each other and to all people. 
 

NLT                                        1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ   Don’t Snap At Each Other 
 

And be careful that when you get on each other's 
nerves you don't snap at each other. Look for the 
best in each other, and always do your best to 
bring it out. 
 

MSG                                      1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that none of you repays evil for evil, but 
always seek to do good to one another and to all.  
 

NRSV                                     1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always 
try to do good to each other and to everyone else. 
 

TLB                                       1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 
 

 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that none of you repays another with evil for 
evil, but always aim to show kindness and seek to 
do good to one another and to everybody. 
 

AMP                                       1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ       Wrong For Wrong 

 

Be sure that no one pays back wrong for wrong, 
but always try to do what is good for each other 
and for all people. 
 

NCV                                       1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ               Evil For Evil 

 

See that no one repays another with evil for evil, 
but always seek after that which is good for one 
another and for all people. 
 

NASB                                     1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 

  



Wrong For Wrong                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 Thessalonians 5:15         In Context: Read 1 Thessalonians 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.                                1 
Thessalonians 5:15 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Make sure | that nobody | pays back | wrong for wrong, | but always try | to be kind | to each other | and to | everyone else.                                
1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, at times, I have been the source of adversarial relationships with others. I have fallen to the temptation of paying back wrong for 
wrong. Forgive me. Help me now, to follow your example by being kind to everyone, including those who have harmed me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What role have you played in turning someone into being one of your adversaries? 
Who would most likely be at fault if you discovered that you had numerous adversaries? 
Why must you never allow yourself to become the source of adversarial relationships? 
Why would you rather have someone as a friend than as an adversary? 
How is praying for those who have harmed you helped you to be kind to them? 
How is being kind to an adversary turned them into being one of your friends? 
How has your life born fruit and brought glory to God because you were kind to others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Follow the Lord’s example by being kind to even those who have harmed you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to be kind to everyone, including those who have harmed you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been kind to even those who have harmed you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wrong For Wrong          1 Thessalonians 5     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you never pay back wrong for wrong, rather be kind to everyone. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will not pay back wrong for wrong, rather I will be kind to everyone. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I be kind to even those who have wronged me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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