
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) 
 

Holding On 
 

I’m holding on. I won’t let go. What are you holding on to? What won’t you let go of? I am holding on to you. I won’t let go of 
your promises. All the twists and turns and ups and downs of life won’t loosen my grip on you. Or maybe, I should more properly 
say, you will never let go of me. Nothing will loosen your grip on me. Which sounds better? Which is truer? It is far better and 
truer that you are holding on to me. I like the sound of that. Why is that? My grip is only so strong. I am weak. You are strong. I 
could let go, you would certainly not. So, it gives me great faith and hope knowing that you have me in your hands. You will never 
let me go. You have your firm grip on me. Yes, I do.  
 
As I hold on to you and your promises, I know that I will be tested. How so? I have found that there is often a gap between the 

hearing and receiving of your promises. What has happened to you in this gap between your hearing and receiving one of my 
promises? As I have waited for one of your promises to be fulfilled, my faith is grown. Why is that? I have kept on believing your 
promises. I have kept on placing all my faith and hope in you. You have never let me down. You have never left me all alone. You 
have always been with me to help me. Have I always been completely aware of your nearness to me? Have I always seen your 
hand at work in my life? No, not always. There have been many times that I have been called to keep on placing all my faith and 
hope in you, even when I was in the midst of great and painful difficulty. In those moments, that is when and where my faith and 
hope in you has grown the strongest. It has been your plan for me to maintain my faith and hope in you even when my eyes or ears 
could not see or hear your promises being fulfilled in or for me. You have wanted me to walk by faith and not by sight. Yes, that is 
what I want you to do. That is how I have wanted you to grow. As painful as this process has been at times, I have not regretted 
it, nor would I ever wish it away. It has been very good and kind and loving of you to grow my faith in you and your promises. For 
that I give you all my thanks and praise. That is very good. 
 

 
 
 
 
Lord, I have placed all my faith and hope in you. I am sure that you will fulfill all your promises to me. Your word is good. You are trustworthy. 
I will rely on you. I know every one of your promises will come true as I keep on loving, following and serving you. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ                   Assurance 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  
 

ESV                                                   Hebrews 11:1 
 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ                 Being Sure 
 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see.  
 

NIV                                                     Hebrews 11:1 
 
 
 
 

    
Becoming Like Christ                   Substance 
 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. 
 

NKJV                                                 Hebrews 11:1 
 
 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ                   Confidence 

 

Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually 
happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot 
see.  
 

NLT                                                     Hebrews 11:1 
 
 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ       Fundamental Fact 
 

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this 
faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life 
worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see.  
 

MSG                                                  Hebrews 11:1 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ                   Assurance 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  
 

NRSV                                                 Hebrews 11:1 

  
Becoming Like Christ   Confident Assurance 

 

What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something 
we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we 
hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up 
ahead.  
 

TLB                                                    Hebrews 11:1 
 

 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ                   Assurance 

 

NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) 
of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not 
see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real 
fact what is not revealed to the senses].  
 

AMP                                                   Hebrews 11:1 

 

  
Becoming Like Christ                   Being Sure 
 

Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and 
knowing that something is real even if we do not see it. 
Faith is the reason we remember great people who lived in 
the past.  
 

NCV                                                   Hebrews 11:1 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ                     Seek Him 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  
 

NASB                                                 Hebrews 11:1 
 

  



Being Sure                                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Hebrews 11:1                            In Context: Read Hebrews 11 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Now faith | is being sure of | what we hope for | and certain of | what we | do not see. Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have placed all my faith and hope in you. I am sure that you will fulfill all your promises to me. Your word is good. You are 
trustworthy. I will rely on you. I know every one of your promises will come true as I keep on loving, following and serving you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What has your faith caused you to hope for even though you could not see it yet? 
When has your faith been tested on the way to receiving a promise from God? 
What has hindered or helped you to have faith in all the twists and turns of life? 
Why can you be sure that your faith will be tested as you love, follow and serve the Lord? 
Why is there often a significant gap between hearing and receiving a promise from God? 
How has your faith grown as you waited and hoped for a promise of God to be fulfilled? 
How has your faith in God sustained and carried you through all the trials and temptations in life? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Place all your faith and hope in God and all His promises. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will fulfill all His promises to you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your faith has grown as you have hoped in God’s promises. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Being Sure             Hebrews 11      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you have faith and believe all the promises of God. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will have faith and believe all your promises. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what promises do I need to believe and hold on to today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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