
Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But 
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. Luke 5:15-16 (NIV) 

 

My Priority 
 

That is my priority. What is your priority? It is my priority to meet with you. Tell me more about your priority. Notice, I did not 
say that meeting with you is my first priority. Yes, I did notice that. Why did you not say meeting with me was your first priority? 
I did not want to convey the idea that any other priority came even remotely close to my priority of meeting with you. That’s good. 
How will you be certain to establish your priority of meeting with me? That is a very good question. I know one thing for certain. 
What’s that? You will not receive my leftover time. I will not let a busy schedule or the demands of life crowd you out of my life. I 
will not meet with you only when I get around to it. Why are these thoughts of yours so important? In the past, I have had very 
good intentions of meeting with you. But I never actually carved out a time and set a specific place to meet with you. I never put our 

meeting together firmly on my schedule. I know putting meeting with you on my schedule sounds so formal and maybe even artificial. 
But when I haven’t put meeting with you firmly on my schedule as my utmost and highest priority then it has never happened. Days 
and weeks and even months went by without my meeting with you. My meeting with you was nothing more than hit or miss. That is 
no way to live in an intimate relationship with you. Is that your desire? Do you want to live in an intimate relationship with me? 
Yes, that is the desire of my heart. I want to know you intimately. I want to love you passionately. I want to serve you completely.  I 
want my heart and mind and life to be fully devoted to you. That is very good. Daily, I will meet with you in prayer. Daily, I will meet 
with you in worship. Daily, I will meet with you in your word. Daily, I will meet with you as I go and do all that you ask of me. In every 
way, I will be listening attentively to you. My entire life will be focused on you. I will allow you to guard and guide my life. Then you 
will be able to receive all that I have for you. Then you will have all that you want from me. Then I will be the priority of your 
heart and mind and life. Thank you, Heavenly Father. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Heavenly Father, I will withdraw daily to a quiet and lonely place to meet with you in prayer. I will not let a busy schedule crowd you out 

of my life. I will not leave our meeting to chance. You will not have my leftover time. You are the priority on my schedule. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ   Withdraw To Desolate Places 
 

But now even more the report about him went 
abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him 
and to be healed of their infirmities. But he would 
withdraw to desolate places and pray. 
 

ESV                                                     Luke 5:15-16 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ Withdrew To Lonely Places 

 

Yet the news about him spread all the more, so 
that crowds of people came to hear him and to be 
healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 
 

NIV                                                      Luke 5:15-16 
 
 
 
     

Becoming Like Christ  Withdrew Into The Wilderness 
 

 

However, the report went around concerning Him 
all the more; and great multitudes came together 
to hear, and to be healed by Him of their 
infirmities. So He Himself often withdrew into the 
wilderness and prayed. 
 

NKJV                                                   Luke 5:15-16 

 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ    Withdrew To The Wilderness 

 
 

But despite Jesus’ instructions, the report of his 
power spread even faster, and vast crowds came to 
hear him preach and to be healed of their diseases.  
But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for 
prayer. 
 

NLT                                                      Luke 5:15-16 
 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ Withdrew To Out Of The Way Places 

 
 

But the man couldn't keep it to himself, and the 
word got out. Soon a large crowd of people had 
gathered to listen and be healed of their ailments.  
As often as possible Jesus withdrew to out-of-the-
way places for prayer. 
 

MSG                                                    Luke 5:15-16 
 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ   Withdrew To Deserted Places 

 
 

But now more than ever the word about Jesus 
spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear 
him and to be cured of their diseases. But he 
would withdraw to deserted places and pray. 
 

NRSV                                                  Luke 5:15-16 
 

  
Becoming Like Christ Withdrew To The Wilderness 
 

Now the report of his power spread even faster 
and vast crowds came to hear him preach and to 
be healed of their diseases. But he often withdrew 
to the wilderness for prayer. 
 

TLB                                                     Luke 5:15-16 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ   Withdrew To The Wilderness 
 

But so much the more the news spread abroad 
concerning Him, and great crowds kept coming 
together to hear [Him] and to be healed by Him of 
their infirmities. But He Himself withdrew [in 
retirement] to the wilderness (desert) and prayed. 
 

AMP                                                   Luke 5:15-16 
 

  
Becoming Like Christ Slipped Away To Be Alone 
 

But the news about Jesus spread even more. 
Many people came to hear Jesus and to be healed 
of their sicknesses, but Jesus often slipped away 
to be alone so he could pray. 
 

NCV                                                    Luke 5:15-16 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ   Slip Away To The Wilderness 

 
 

But the news about Him was spreading even 
farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear 
Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But 
Jesus Himself would often slip away to the 
wilderness and pray. 
 

NASB                                                  Luke 5:15-16 
 

  



Withdrew To Lonely Places        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Luke 5:15-16                                     In Context: Read Luke 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus 
often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. Luke 5:15-16 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Yet the news | about him | spread all the more, | so that crowds | of people | came to hear him | and | to be healed | of their sicknesses. 
| But Jesus | often withdrew | to lonely places | and prayed. Luke 5:15-16 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I will withdraw daily to a quiet and lonely place to meet with you in prayer. I will not let a busy schedule crowd you 
out of my life. I will not leave our meeting to chance. You will not have my leftover time. You are the priority on my schedule. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What danger could being popular and in demand present to your relationship with your Heavenly Father? 
Why must you never allow the demands of life to crowd out your time in prayer with your Heavenly Father? 
What will happen to your relationship with your Heavenly Father if you fail to meet with Him in prayer? 
When has your life gone off course because you didn’t make time to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father? 
What guidance have you received from your Heavenly Father as you have met with Him in prayer? 
How are you making it your daily ongoing practice to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father? 
Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you don’t schedule a time and place? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make it your daily ongoing practice to withdraw to quiet and lonely places to pray to your Heavenly Father. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father will meet with you as you withdraw to quiet and lonely places to pray. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group when you are withdrawing to quiet and lonely places to pray. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Withdrew To Lonely Place  Luke 5           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you withdraw to a quiet place so you can be alone to pray to your Father Heavenly. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will withdraw to a quiet place so I can be alone to pray to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what do you want to say to me as I withdraw to a quiet place to be alone with you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                  www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 

 


	Devotional Day 246 - Becoming Like Christ - Luke 5-15-16 - My Priority
	Day 246 - Becoming Like Christ - Luke 5-15-16 - Withdrew To Lonely Places
	Memory Verse Day 246 - Becoming Like Christ - Luke 5-15-16 - Withdrew To Lonely Places - 10 Versions
	Day 246 - Becoming Like Christ - Luke 5-15-16 - Withdrew To Lonely Places
	Journal Page Day 246 - Becoming Like Christ - Luke 5-15-16 - Withdrew To Lonely Places


	Year: 
	Week: 
	Day: 
	Date: 
	But Jesus  often withdrew  to lonely places  and prayed Luke 51516 NIV 1: 
	But Jesus  often withdrew  to lonely places  and prayed Luke 51516 NIV 2: 
	out of my life I will not leave our meeting to chance You will not have my leftover time You are first priority on my schedule Amen 1: 
	out of my life I will not leave our meeting to chance You will not have my leftover time You are first priority on my schedule Amen 2: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 1: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 2: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 3: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 4: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 5: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 6: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 7: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 8: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 9: 
	Why will you likely fail to meet in prayer with your Heavenly Father if you dont schedule a time and place 10: 
	Seeing It Happen: 
	Get Ready To Share: 
	Close With Prayer: 
	Pause And Offer Prayers Of: 
	Thanksgiving: 
	Intercession: 
	Confession 1: 
	Confession 2: 
	Year_2: 
	Week_2: 
	Day_2: 
	Date_2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 1: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 3: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 4: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 5: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 6: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 7: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 8: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 1: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 2: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 3: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 4: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 5: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 6: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 7: 
	May you withdraw to a quiet place so you can be alone to pray to your Father Heavenly 1: 
	May you withdraw to a quiet place so you can be alone to pray to your Father Heavenly 2: 
	May you withdraw to a quiet place so you can be alone to pray to your Father Heavenly 3: 
	Heavenly Father I will withdraw to a quiet place so I can be alone to pray to you 1: 
	Heavenly Father I will withdraw to a quiet place so I can be alone to pray to you 2: 
	Heavenly Father I will withdraw to a quiet place so I can be alone to pray to you 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 1: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 2: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 4: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 5: 
	Heavenly Father what do you want to say to me as I withdraw to a quiet place to be alone with you 1: 
	Heavenly Father what do you want to say to me as I withdraw to a quiet place to be alone with you 2: 
	Heavenly Father what do you want to say to me as I withdraw to a quiet place to be alone with you 3: 


