He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. Proverbs 15:31 (NIV)

I’m Listening

That is exactly what I am doing. What are you doing? I’m listening. What are you listening to? I’m listening to whatever you want
to say to me. It would be foolish for me to do otherwise. Yes, it would be very foolish. It sounds like you have quite a bit of
experience in this matter, is that true? I have much more experience in being a poor listener and doing what was foolish. I have
been strong willed. I have been headstrong. I have been self-reliant. I have been independent. I have self-sufficient. I have been
stubborn. I have been something of a “know it all” All of these have been foolish attitudes that I have held at one time or another.
For that, I ask your forgiveness. You have my forgiveness. How have all these foolish attitudes impacted your life? I have
thought and said and done very foolish things. I have wasted time and energy. I have gone and done what was unfruitful and
unrewarding. Basically, these self-reliant and self-absorbed attitudes have led me to go and do my own thing. I have done what was
right in my own eyes. What’s wrong with that? I don’t come with wisdom built into me. On my own, I have taken many missteps. I
have headed the wrong direction. I have done the wrong things. I have bounced around from one unfruitful endeavor to another. All
of this is not good. Yes, I know.

What do you know? How would you like to live your life differently? I want your wisdom. I want to follow your guidance. I want
to receive your instruction. I want to be able to know and do your will. That is very good. So, you will listen to me? Yes, I will. So,
you will listen to wise and godly people that I bring into your life? Yes, I will. You will let people know that you are open to
correction? You will listen to feedback? You will even welcome life-giving rebukes into your life? Yes, I will. Let me be
clear, life-giving rebukes may be painful. Life-giving rebukes will make you uncomfortable. Life-giving rebukes may even
tend to cause you to become defensive. But you will hear life-giving rebukes? You will welcome life-giving rebukes into
your life? Yes, I will.

What will happen to you as you hear and receive and act on life-giving rebukes? I will be changed. I will be made different.
Why is that? You will use life-giving rebukes to mold and shape my life. Yes, I will. You will use life-giving rebukes to make me into
the person you want me to become. Yes, I will. So, I will hear and receive and act on any and all life-giving rebukes you want to
send my way. I’m listening. That will be very good.

Lord, I want to send off signals that I will receive and act on life-giving rebukes. I will not be stubborn. I will not be resistant. I will not be
strong-willed and firmly set in my ways. Rather, I will be receptive and welcoming of any life-giving rebukes I need to hear. Amen
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He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at
home among the wise.

The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell
among the wise.
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Good Advice

The ear that heeds wholesome admonition will
lodge among the wise.

Listen to good advice if you want to live well, an
honored guest among wise men and women.
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The ear that listens to the reproof [that leads to or
gives] life will remain among the wise.
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elected to the wise men’s hall of fame. But to reject
criticism is to harm yourself and your own best
interests.
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He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof Will
dwell among the wise.

If you listen to correction to improve your life, you
will live among the wise.
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Becoming Like Christ – Proverbs 15:31

In Context: Read Proverbs 15

Begin With Prayer:

I Am Listening.

Here I am Lord.

Meditating On God’s Word:

(What is God speaking to your heart?)

Considering The Words:

(What words speak to your heart?)

He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise. Proverbs 15:31 (NIV)

He who listens | to a life-giving rebuke | will be | at home | among | the wise. Proverbs 15:31 (NIV)

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Praying The Scripture:

(What prayer from your heart will you write?)

Lord, I want to send off signals that I will receive and act on life-giving rebukes. I will not be stubborn. I will not be resistant. I will not
be strong-willed and firmly set in my ways. Rather, I will be receptive and welcoming of any life-giving rebukes I need to hear. Amen

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
What It Means:

(What questions speak to your heart?)

(Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)

Who has the Lord used to give you life-giving rebukes that will make you at home among the wise?
When has it been quite painful to hear and accept a life-giving rebuke?
Who can you trust to give you rebukes that will truly be living giving?
How can you distinguish between a life-giving and a life-killing rebuke?
When have you heard and taken action as a result of receiving a life-giving rebuke?
How has hearing and receiving and acting on a life-giving rebuke helped reset the course of your life?
How is hearing and receiving and acting on life-giving rebukes making you at home among the wise?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Living It Out:

(What action step is God guiding your heart to take?)

Listen very carefully to life-giving rebukes from the Lord so that you will be at home among the wise.

_______________________________________________________________________
Seeing It Happen:

(What are you trusting God for in your heart?)

Have faith that the Lord will help you to listen to life-giving rebukes that will make you at home among the wise.

_______________________________________________________________________
Get Ready To Share:

(What can you share with others from your heart?)

Share with another person or your small group how listening to life-giving rebukes is making you wise.

_______________________________________________________________________
Close With Prayer:

Pause And Offer Prayers Of…
Adoration…
Thanksgiving…
Confession...
Intercession...
Petition…

Quiet Yourself Before The Lord

With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Proverbs 15

Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______

Journal
As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord
What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
What Prayers Are You Praying Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Of Blessing

(What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?)

May you listen to life giving rebukes so you will be at home among the wise.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Prayer To Carry

(What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?)

Lord, I will listen to live giving rebukes so I will be at home among the wise.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
What Do You Want To Remember About Today?
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Question To Ask God

(What Would You Like To Ask God?)

Lord, what life giving rebukes do I need to hear so I can be at home among the wise?

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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