
"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though 
you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask him! Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) 

 

Good Gifts 
 

It has been a joy and delight of mine to be a giver of good gifts. I have liked to consider what someone might want and need as a 
gift and then give it to them as a surprise. I have wanted to greatly exceed their expectations, as well. For me, it has often been true, 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive. I have frequently had more joy and satisfaction in giving a gift than in receiving a gift. 
Obviously, it is true, that I still do very much like receiving good gifts especially if they come as an unexpected surprise. This comes 
as no surprise to me. 
 

No one is a better giver of surprise and wonderful gifts than you. You think so? Yes, I do, without a doubt. If I have any small 
quantity or quality of being a giver of good gifts, it has only been true because you have made me in your image. I am only a giver 
of good gifts either because of how you have made me or because of what I have heard or seen or received from you. It pleases 
me that you know and understand how you have come to be a giver of good gifts. 
 
What will you do differently, now that you better understand that I am a giver of good gifts? What will you do differently, 
now that you have come to believe that it is my joy and delight to give good gifts to you? I will make my needs and wants 
known to you. I will more readily bring my prayer requests to you. I will not foolishly think that some need or want is too big or too 
small to ask of you. I will trust that you will keep on giving good gifts to me. Yes, I will. 
 
There is something I would like to ask you. There is some help I need from you. What is that? I would like more wisdom to know 
what to ask of you. I would like you to help guide my prayers. I know that you both given and granted the desires of my heart. How 
so? Well, for example, you have been both giving and granting my desire to know you. No gift is better than that. I’m glad you 
think so. In the past, I might not have thought of or considered asking for that as a gift from you. I want you to keep on giving and 
granting me desires that come from you. I want to be able to ask for and receive what you want to give to me. Does that make 
sense? It makes a lot of sense. Do you believe that I will hear and answer this prayer of yours? Will I give you this good 
gift? Will I help you to ask for all that I want to give to you? Without, a doubt. Of that, I am very sure. You are correct. That is 
what I will do in and for you. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 

 
Heavenly Father, thank you for being a giver of very good gifts. You have richly blessed my life far beyond my hopes and dreams and 

desires. Help me to learn to keep on asking for the good gifts I need from you. Help me to receive all you want to give to me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                Good Gifts 

 

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him!  
 

ESV                                                 Matthew 7:9-11 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                Good Gifts 

 

"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him!  
 

NIV                                                  Matthew 7:9-11 
 
  
     

Becoming Like Christ             Good Things 

 

Or what man is there among you who, if his son 
asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!  
 

NKJV                                               Matthew 7:9-11 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Good Gifts 

 

“You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of 
bread, do you give them a stone instead? Or if they 
ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course 
not! So if you sinful people know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask 
him.  
 

NLT                                                  Matthew 7:9-11 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ               Even Better 
 

If your child asks for bread, do you trick him with 
sawdust? If he asks for fish, do you scare him with 
a live snake on his plate? As bad as you are, you 
wouldn't think of such a thing. You're at least 
decent to your own children. So don't you think the 
God who conceived you in love will be even 
better?  
 

MSG                                                Matthew 7:9-11 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ             Good Things 

 

Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks 
for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for 
a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him!  
 

NRSV                                              Matthew 7:9-11 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                Good Gifts 
 

If a child asks his father for a loaf of bread, will he 
be given a stone instead? If he asks for fish, will he 
be given a poisonous snake? Of course not! And if 
you hardhearted, sinful men know how to give 
good gifts to your children, won’t your Father in 
heaven even more certainly give good gifts to 
those who ask him for them?  
 

TLB                                                 Matthew 7:9-11 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Good And Advantageous Things 

 

Or what man is there of you, if his son asks him for a 
loaf of bread, will hand him a stone? Or if he asks for a 
fish, will hand him a serpent? If you then, evil as you 
are, know how to give good and advantageous gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father Who is in 
heaven [perfect as He is] give good and advantageous 
things to those who keep on asking Him!  
 

AMP                                                Matthew 7:9-11 

  
  Becoming Like Christ             Good Things 
 

 

“If your children ask for bread, which of you would 
give them a stone? Or if your children ask for a 
fish, would you give them a snake? Even though 
you are bad, you know how to give good gifts to 
your children. How much more your heavenly 
Father will give good things to those who ask him!  
 

NCV                                                Matthew 7:9-11 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ            What Is Good 
 

"Or what man is there among you who, when his 
son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone? "Or if he 
asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will 
he? "If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give what is good to those 
who ask Him!  
 

NASB                                              Matthew 7:9-11 

  



Good Gifts                                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 7:9-11                           In Context: Read Matthew 7 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 
Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Which of you, | if his son asks for bread, | will give him a stone? | Or if he asks for a fish, | will give him a snake? | If you, then, | 
though you are evil, | know how | to give good gifts | to your children, | how much more | will your Father | in heaven | give good gifts 
| to those | who ask him! Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, thank you for being a giver of very good gifts. You have richly blessed my life far beyond my hopes and dreams and 
desires. Help me to learn to keep on asking for the good gifts I need from you. Help me to receive all you want to give to me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How much joy and delight do you have if giving good gifts to others? 
What joy and delight do you think your Heavenly Father has in giving good gifts to you? 
What have been some of your favorite gifts that you have given to others? 
What do you think have been some of your Heavenly Father’s favorite gifts He has given to you? 
How has your Heavenly Father made you able to be a giver of good gifts to others? 
When has your Heavenly Father far exceeded your hopes and dreams in giving good gifts to you? 
What good gifts are you are now asking your Heavenly Father to give you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask your Heavenly Father to give you the good gifts you need from Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you can ask your Heavenly Father to give good gifts to you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group what good gifts you are asking your Heavenly Father to give you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Good Gifts            Matthew 7                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you ask your Heavenly Father for the good gifts you need from Him? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for being a giver of good gifts to me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what good gifts do you want to give to me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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