
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  
For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense 
of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the 
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
parts, but one body. 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 (NIV)  
 

Spiritual Gifts 
 

It has been quite a process to discover my spiritual gifts. How so? Over the years, by lots of trial and error, I have discovered and 

been able to use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. That’s very good. Not only have I discovered what are my spiritual gifts, 
I have also discovered what are not my spiritual gifts. Sometimes, I’m sure that the process was comical. Why is that? Well, I have 
made many feeble attempts to function well outside of the gifts you have given to me. Can you give me an example? Yes, I can. 
At one time, I helped lead worship and I can barely sing at all. My singing was definitely not music to anyone’s ears. Your singing 
is like a joyful noise that I enjoy hearing. Ha, thank you, for that. I’m serious. Let me ask you a question. I’m listening. Who 
would need more faith to worship me with singing, a gifted singer or someone who can’t carry a note or keep in tune? I 
understand. Keep on worshipping me with singing. I delight in hearing your voice. Thank you, Lord. 
 
There is something I do need to confess. There is something I would like to talk to you about. I’m listening. I have not always been 
completely happy or fully satisfied with the spiritual gifts I have been given. Why is that? I have looked around and compared myself 
with others. That is always a mistake. I know that now. But I wanted the spiritual gifts of others. I was envious of what others had 
been given. How about now? What do you think now? I am content. I am at peace. I am grateful and thankful. It is my delight 
and joy to fully use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. It is my hope and prayer that you will help me to bear an abundance of 
fruit for your Kingdom and bring much glory to your name as I use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. That I will do in and 
through you. Keep on fully using all the spiritual gifts I have given to you. Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 

 
 

 
 

Lord, thank you for giving me spiritual gifts with which I can use to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Forgive me 

for being envious of others who have different gifting. Help me to be content to faithfully use the gifts you have given to me. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ                  Many Parts 
 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  
 

ESV                                     1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ               Many Parts 
 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the 
ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  
 

NIV                                      1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
 
 
  
 

    
Becoming Like Christ                  Many Parts 
 

For in fact the body is not one member but many. If the foot should 
say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore 
not of the body? And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an 
eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole 
were hearing, where would be the smelling? But now God has set 
the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But 
now indeed there are many members, yet one body.  
 

NKJV                                   1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ                   Many Parts 
 

Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot 
says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that 
does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear says, “I 
am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it 
any less a part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how 
would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you 
smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, and God has put 
each part just where he wants it. How strange a body would be if it 
had only one part! Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.  
 

NLT                                       1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
 
     

 
Becoming Like Christ               Many Parts 
 

I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less. A body isn't just a 
single part blown up into something huge. It's all the different-but-similar parts arranged and 
functioning together. If Foot said, "I'm not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I 
don't belong to this body," would that make it so? If Ear said, "I'm not beautiful like Eye, 
limpid and expressive; I don't deserve a place on the head," would you want to remove it 
from the body? If the body was all eye, how could it hear? If all ear, how could it smell? As it 
is, we see that God has carefully placed each part of the body right where he wanted it. But I 
also want you to think about how this keeps your significance from getting blown up into self-
importance. For no matter how significant you are, it is only because of what you are a part 
of. An enormous eye or a gigantic hand wouldn't be a body, but a monster. What we have is 
one body with many parts, each its proper size and in its proper place. No part is important 
on its own.  
 

MSG                                    1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ          Many Members 
 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If 
the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, 
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it 
is, there are many members, yet one body.  
 

NRSV                                  1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
  

Becoming Like Christ                 Many Parts 
Yes, the body has many parts, not just one part. If the foot says, "I am 
not a part of the body because I am not a hand," that does not make it 
any less a part of the body. And what would you think if you heard an ear 
say, "I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an 
eye"? Would that make it any less a part of the body? Suppose the 
whole body were an eye—then how would you hear? Or if your whole 
body were just one big ear, how could you smell anything? But that isn’t 
the way God has made us. He has made many parts for our bodies and 
has put each part just where he wants it. What a strange thing a body 
would be if it had only one part! So he has made many parts, but still 
there is only one body.  
TLB                                      1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ     Many Limbs And Organs 
 

For the body does not consist of one limb or organ but of many. If the 
foot should say, Because I am not the hand, I do not belong to the body, 
would it be therefore not [a part] of the body? If the ear should say, 
Because I am not the eye, I do not belong to the body, would it be 
therefore not [a part] of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where 
[would be the sense of] hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where 
[would be the sense of] smell? But as it is, God has placed and arranged 
the limbs and organs in the body, each [particular one] of them, just as 
He wished and saw fit and with the best adaptation. But if [the whole] 
were all a single organ, where would the body be? And now there are 
[certainly] many limbs and organs, but a single body.  
 

AMP                                    1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
  

Becoming Like Christ                  Many Parts 
 

The human body has many parts. The foot might say, “Because I am not 
a hand, I am not part of the body.“ But saying this would not stop the foot 
from being a part of the body. The ear might say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I am not part of the body.“ But saying this would not stop the ear 
from being a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, it would not 
be able to hear. If the whole body were an ear, it would not be able to 
smell. If each part of the body were the same part, there would be no 
body. But truly God put all the parts, each one of them, in the body as he 
wanted them. [see verse 18] So then there are many parts, but only one 
body.  
 

NCV                                     1 Corinthians 12:14-20 
     

 
Becoming Like Christ            Many Members 
  

 For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot says, 
"Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear says, 
"Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body. If the whole body were 
an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, 
where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed the 
members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they 
were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are 
many members, but one body.  
 

NASB                                   1 Corinthians 12:14-20 

  



Many Parts                                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 Corinthians 12:12-20        In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 12 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-20 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
The body is a unit, | though it is made up of | many parts; | and though all its parts | are many, | they form | one body. | So it is with 
Christ. | For we were all baptized by one Spirit | into one body | --whether Jews or Greeks, | slave or free--| and we were all given | the 
one Spirit | to drink. | Now the body | is not made up of | one part | but of many. | If the foot should say, | "Because I am not a hand, 
| I do not belong to the body," | it would not | for that reason | cease to be part of the body. | And if the ear should say, | "Because I 
am not an eye, | I do not belong to the body," | it would not for that reason | cease to be part of the body. | If the whole body | were 
an eye, | where would the sense of hearing be? | If the whole body were an ear, | where would the sense of smell be? | But in fact God 
| has arranged | the parts in the body, | every one of them, | just as | he wanted them | to be. | If they | were all | one part, | where 
would | the body be? | As it is, | there are | many parts, | but | one body. 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for giving me spiritual gifts with which I can use to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Forgive 
me for being envious of others who have different gifting. Help me to be content to faithfully use the gifts you have given to me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What kind of process has it been for you to discover and begin to use your spiritual gifts? 
When have you clearly come to understand that something was not your spiritual gift? 
When have you been envious and wished that you had someone else’s spiritual gifting? 
Why must you not look down on the spiritual gifting that the Lord has given to you? 
Why is it critically important for every member of the body of Christ to faithfully use their spiritual gifts? 
How have you been able to grow and develop the gifting that the Lord has given to you? 
What fruit has your life born for the Kingdom of God as you have used the spiritual gifting, He has given to you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Discover and use the spiritual gifts you have been given to serve others as a member of the body of Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord has given you spiritual gifts to be used to serve others as an integral part of the body of Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has given you spiritual gifts to use to serve others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Many Parts       1 Corinthians 12       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you faithfully and fruitfully use the spiritual gifts you have been given. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will faithfully and fruitfully use the spiritual gifts you have given to me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I faithfully and fruitfully use the spiritual gifts you have given to me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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