
 Praise be to the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put it into the king's heart to bring honor to the house of the LORD in 
Jerusalem in this way and who has extended his good favor to me before the king and his advisers and all the king's powerful 
officials. Because the hand of the LORD my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leading men from Israel to go up with 
me. Ezra 7:27-28 (NIV) 

 

On My Side 
 

I know that you are on my side. What does that mean to you? That is a good question. I may have stated my thought incorrectly. 
How so? I maybe could have and should have said that I know that we are both on the same side. If I were not on your side, you 
certainly would not have come over to my side. You have made me able to leave my old way of thinking and speaking and acting. 
You have turned my life around. You have helped me to turn away from my old life of sin. You pulled me off the road that led away 
from you. You rescued me from a life without you both now and forever. You have given me a passionate desire to love and follow 

and serve you. You have made it to be my delight and joy to live my life with and for you. So, in this sense I know that you are on 
my side. You love and care for me. You are guarding and guiding my life. You are making me able to know and do your will You 
have been leading me to where you want me to go. You have been giving me what you want me to do. That is what I mean when I 
say that I am on your side and you are on my side. You are encouraging and strengthening me to follow and serve you. You are 
making me able to be a witness for you in the world. You are helping me to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. 
Yes, I have done, am doing and will continue to do these things in and for you. You are correct. I am on your side. 
 
Why is it critically important for you to keep on remembering that I am on your side? The road ahead will not always be easy. 
I will face difficulty and challenges as I follow and serve you. I will face opposition. I will experience attack. Discouragement, 
depression and defeat may try to overcome me. I must always remember that you are with me to help me. I must always believe 
that your good favor and strong hand rests on me. You will lift me up. You will carry me on to victory. You will help me to overcome 
every obstacle as I continue to love, follow and serve you. You will make me able to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to 
your name. You will keep me moving forward with you. Yes, I will. You can be sure that I will always be with you to help you. 
Thank you, Heavenly Father. I will always remember that you are on my side. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
Heavenly Father, I know you have given me work to do for you. Thank you that your good favor and strong hand are guarding and guiding 

me as I serve you. Help me to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans. Bring others alongside me to help me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ     His Steadfast Love 

 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who put such a 
thing as this into the heart of the king, to beautify the house of 
the LORD that is in Jerusalem, and who extended to me his 
steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before 
all the king’s mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of the 
LORD my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from 
Israel to go up with me. 
 

ESV                                                     Ezra 7:27-28 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ         His Good Favor 

 

Praise be to the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put it 
into the king's heart to bring honor to the house of the LORD in 
Jerusalem in this way and who has extended his good favor to 
me before the king and his advisers and all the king's powerful 
officials. Because the hand of the LORD my God was on me, I 
took courage and gathered leading men from Israel to go up 
with me. 
 

NIV                                                      Ezra 7:27-28 
 
 
 
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ                      Mercy  
 

Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has put such a 
thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem,  and has extended mercy to me 
before the king and his counselors, and before all the king's 
mighty princes. So I was encouraged, as the hand of the LORD 
my God was upon me; and I gathered leading men of Israel to 
go up with me.  
 

NKJV                                                   Ezra 7:27-28 
 
 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ            Unfailing Love 

 

Praise the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who made the king 
want to beautify the Temple of the LORD in Jerusalem!  
And praise him for demonstrating such unfailing love to me by 
honoring me before the king, his council, and all his mighty 
nobles! I felt encouraged because the gracious hand of the 
LORD my God was on me. And I gathered some of the leaders 
of Israel to return with me to Jerusalem. 
 

NLT                                                      Ezra 7:27-28 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ               On My Side 
 

Blessed be GOD, the God-of-Our-Fathers, who put it in the 
mind of the king to beautify The Temple of GOD in Jerusalem!  
 Not only that, he caused the king and all his advisors and 
influential officials actually to like me and back me. My God was 
on my side and I was ready to go. And I organized all the 
leaders of Israel to go with me. 
 

MSG                                                    Ezra 7:27-28 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ          Steadfast Love 

 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who put such 
a thing as this into the heart of the king to glorify the house of 
the LORD in Jerusalem, and who extended to me steadfast 
love before the king and his counselors, and before all the 
king's mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of the LORD 
my God was upon me, and I gathered leaders from Israel to go 
up with me. 
 

NRSV                                                  Ezra 7:27-28 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ        Loving-Kindness 

 

Well, praise the Lord God of our ancestors, who made the king 
want to beautify the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem! And 
praise God for demonstrating such loving-kindness to me by 
honoring me before the king and his Council of Seven and 
before all of his mighty princes! I was given great status 
because the Lord my God was with me; and I persuaded some 
of the leaders of Israel to return with me to Jerusalem. 
 

TLB                                                      Ezra 7:27-28 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Mercy And Steadfast Love 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of our fathers [said Ezra], Who 
put such a thing as this into the king's heart, to beautify the 
house of the Lord in Jerusalem, And Who has extended His 
mercy and steadfast love to me before the king, his counselors, 
and all the king's mighty officers. I was strengthened and 
encouraged, for the hand of the Lord my God was upon me, 
and I gathered together outstanding men of Israel to go with me 
to Jerusalem. 
 

AMP                                                    Ezra 7:27-28 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                   His Love 

 

Praise the LORD, the God of our ancestors. He caused the king 
to want to honor the Temple of the LORD in Jerusalem. The 
LORD has shown me, Ezra, his love in the presence of the 
king, those who advise the king, and the royal officers. Because 
the LORD my God was helping me, I had courage, and I 
gathered the leaders of Israel to return with me. 
 

NCV                                                    Ezra 7:27-28 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ          Lovingkindness 

 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put 
such a thing as this in the king's heart, to adorn the house of 
the LORD which is in Jerusalem, and has extended 
lovingkindness to me before the king and his counselors and 
before all the king's mighty princes. Thus I was strengthened 
according to the hand of the LORD my God upon me, and I 
gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me. 
 

NASB                                                  Ezra 7:27-28 
 

  



His Good Favor                                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Ezra 7:27-28                                      In Context: Read Ezra 7 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Praise be to the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put it into the king's heart to bring honor to the house of the LORD in Jerusalem 
in this way and who has extended his good favor to me before the king and his advisers and all the king's powerful officials. Because the 
hand of the LORD my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me. Ezra 7:27-28 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Praise be to the LORD, | the God of our fathers, | who has put it | into the king's heart | to bring honor | to the house | of the LORD | 
in Jerusalem | in this way | and | who has extended | his good favor | to me | before the king | and | his advisers | and | all the king's 
powerful officials. | Because the hand | of the LORD | my God | was on me, | I took courage | and gathered | leading men | from Israel 
| to go up | with me. Ezra 7:27-28 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I know you have given me work to do for you. Thank you that your good favor and strong hand are guarding and 
guiding me as I serve you. Help me to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans. Bring others alongside me to help me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has God changed the heart of someone so that your work for Him could move forward? 
When have you been encouraged because you knew God was helping you to do His work? 
Why is critically important for you to rely on God’s good favor and strong hand to rest on you as you do His work? 
How has God’s hand been on you to guard and guide you as you serve Him? 
When has God brought people alongside you to help you to do the work, He has given you to do for Him? 
How has your God empowered work born fruit and brought glory and honor to Him? 
What praise and thanks would you like to give to God for His working in and through you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on God’s good favor and strong hand to guard and guide the work He has given you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God’s favor will rest on you as you do the work, He has given you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has given you work to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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His Good Favor            Ezra 7               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on God’s good favor and strong hand to guard and guide you as you serve Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will rely on your good favor and strong hand to guard and guide me in serving you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, how will your good favor and strong hand guard and guide me in serving you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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