
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. John 15:1-2 (NIV)  
 

Pruning 
 

I have not had the best of attitudes regarding your pruning in my life. Why is that? Pruning is not comfortable. Pruning is not easy. 
Pruning is not pain free. On top of that, your pruning is not always easily recognizable. No, it is not. I can’t tell you how many times 
I have resisted painful circumstances that I have gone through only to realize much later that you were pruning something out of my 
life. I certainly wasn’t welcoming your pruning in my life. In fact, I would have to say, that I have often done everything in my power, 
many times unknowingly, to avoid your pruning in my life. That’s not good. No, it is not. Would you rather I did not prune your 
life? No, I would not. I would rather wish that I did not need any pruning. That is not going to happen. You have needed and will 
continue to need my pruning in your life. Don’t ever come to think that you are beyond any need of my pruning. My pruning 

will continue in your life until the day you come to live forever in heaven with me. I understand. Yes, I know that you do 
understand. It pleases me that you are now understanding and welcoming my pruning in your life. That does not mean that 
I am not still a little uneasy about my being pruned. Yes, I know.  
 
I want you to do something. What’s that? I want you to think back over your past and try to identify times when I was pruning 
your life. I will do that. I have several questions I would like you to consider. Like what? Did you know that I was pruning 
your life at the time? Did you try to hold on to what I wanted to prune out of your life? Did your life become more fruitful 
as a result of my pruning your life? Do you have any regrets about the ways in which I have pruned your life? I will do what 
you are asking of me. What do you think will be the value of doing what I am asking of you? I will better understand your 
pruning activity in my life. I will be more comfortable with and welcoming of your pruning activity in my life. I’m sure that I will also 
more easily recognize your pruning activity in my life. Yes, you will. I have one final question. I’m listening. Why do I prune your 
life? You prune my life because you love and care for me. Yes, I do. Thank you, Heavenly Father. 
 
 
 

 
 
Heavenly Father, I have not always welcomed your pruning activity in my life. Oftentimes, I have not even been able to recognize when 

you were pruning me. But I now welcome all your pruning activity in my life. I want to bear an abundance of fruit for you. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit.  
 

ESV                                                       John 15:1-2 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
so that it will be even more fruitful.  
 

NIV                                                        John 15:1-2 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

"I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  
 

NKJV                                                     John 15:1-2 
 

  

 
   Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the 
gardener. He cuts off every branch of mine that 
doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches 
that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  
 

NLT                                                        John 15:1-2 
 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes  

 

"I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer. 
He cuts off every branch of me that doesn't bear 
grapes. And every branch that is grape-bearing he 
prunes back so it will bear even more.  
 

MSG                                                      John 15:1-2 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit.  
 

NRSV                                                    John 15:1-2 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 

 

"I am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
Gardener. He lops off every branch that doesn’t 
produce. And he prunes those branches that bear 
fruit for even larger crops.  
 

TLB                                                       John 15:1-2 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ     Repeatedly Prunes 

 

I AM the True Vine, and My Father is the 
Vinedresser. Any branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit [that stops bearing] He cuts away (trims off, 
takes away); and He cleanses and repeatedly 
prunes every branch that continues to bear fruit, to 
make it bear more and richer and more excellent 
fruit.  
 

AMP                                                      John 15:1-2 
 
  

  Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes 
 

“I am the true vine; my Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch of mine that does not 
produce fruit. And he trims and cleans every 
branch that produces fruit so that it will produce 
even more fruit.  
 

NCV                                                      John 15:1-2 
 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ                He Prunes  

 

"I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser. "Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more 
fruit.  
 

NASB                                                    John 15:1-2 
 

  



He Prunes                                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – John 15:1-2                                     In Context: Read John 15 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. John 15:1-2 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"I am | the true vine, | and | my Father | is the gardener. | He cuts off | every branch | in me | that bears | no fruit, | while every 
branch | that does | bear fruit | he prunes | so that | it will be | even more | fruitful. John 15:1-2 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I have not always welcomed your pruning activity in my life. Oftentimes, I have not even been able to recognize when 
you were pruning me. But I now welcome all your pruning activity in my life. I want to bear an abundance of fruit for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why can you be absolutely certain that your Heavenly Father will prune your life? 
What has your Heavenly Father pruned out of your life so you can bear more fruit for Him? 
Why would it be a foolish mistake to resist your Heavenly Father’s pruning in your life? 
When have you had a difficult time recognizing the Heavenly Father’s pruning activity in your life? 
Why can you be sure that your Heavenly Father’s pruning activity in your life will not be pain free? 
How might you benefit by looking back over your life to identify your Heavenly Father’s pruning activity? 
Why will you never come to regret your Heavenly Father’s pruning activity in your life? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Welcome your Heavenly Father’s pruning in your life so you can be made more fruitful for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father will prune your life so you can be made more fruitful for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your Heavenly Father has pruned your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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He Prunes             John 15           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you welcome the Heavenly Father’s pruning in your life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I welcome all the pruning you want to do in my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, how do you want to prune my life today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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