
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. John 15:9-12 (NIV) 

 

Obey You 
 

How sad would it be if I tried to obey you simply because I should or must? How pathetic would it be if my desire to obey you was 
only a compulsion rooted in a sense of obligation? How successful would I be in obeying you, if I would rather not, and my heart 
was not in it? Those are very interesting questions. You already know what I am going to say, don’t you? Yes, I do. You are 
going to ask me to answer my own questions. Yes, I am. I’ll answer that last question first. Go ahead, I’m listening. I would have 
no chance of being successful in obeying you, if I would rather not, and my heart was not in it. Of that, I am certain. Of that, I am 
sure. Why is that? Let me say this, I do not have a sad and pathetic reason to obey you. I don’t obey you because I should or must. 

I don’t obey you because I feel a compulsion that is rooted in a sense of obligation. Furthermore, I don’t believe that you would be 
pleased or have any joy in seeing me try to obey you for those reasons. No, I would not. You are correct. Why then do you obey 
my commands? I want to obey you because I love you. It is the passionate desire of my heart to do what is good and right and 
pleasing to you. My love for you has filled me with desire to know and do your will. I want to live in your love. I want to obey your 
commands. I want to live a life that is filled with the same joy that you had in loving and following and obeying your Heavenly Father. 
I want to follow your example. I want to love you like you loved.  I want to do what you did. So, I will love you. I will love my Heavenly 
Father. I will love others just as you have loved me. This is what is good and right and pleasing to you. Yes, it is. This is the life I 
want to live with and for you, because I love you with all my heart and mind and soul and strength. That is very good. Yes, it is. It 
is way beyond very good. It is all that I could have every hoped for, dreamed, or desired. Yes, it is. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, thank you for loving me. Help me to live and remain in your love. Help me to fully demonstrate my love for you by obeying your 
commands. Help me to follow your example by loving others deeply from my heart. Help me to live a life of complete joy in you. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  These things I 
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be full.  “This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

ESV                                                     John 15:9-12 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this 
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. 
 

NIV                                                      John 15:9-12 
 
 
    

  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 
 

"As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in 
My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will abide 
in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love.  These things I 
have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full.  This is My commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

NKJV                                                   John 15:9-12 
 

  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

“I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. 
Remain in my love.  When you obey my commandments, 
you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love.  I have told you 
these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 
your joy will overflow!  This is my commandment: Love 
each other in the same way I have loved you. 
 

NLT                                                      John 15:9-12 
 

     
 

  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 
 

 "I've loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make 
yourselves at home in my love.  If you keep my 
commands, you'll remain intimately at home in my love. 
That's what I've done—kept my Father's commands and 
made myself at home in his love.  "I've told you these 
things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and 
your joy wholly mature.  This is my command: Love one 
another the way I loved you. 
 

MSG                                                   John 15:9-12 
 

 

 
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete.  "This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

NRSV                                                  John 15:9-12 
 

  
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

"I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Live 
within my love.  When you obey me you are living in my 
love, just as I obey my Father and live in his love.  I have 
told you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 
your cup of joy will overflow!  I demand that you love 
each other as much as I love you. 
 

TLB                                                     John 15:9-12 
 
 

     

 
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

I have loved you, [just] as the Father has loved Me; abide in My 
love [continue in His love with Me].  If you keep My 
commandments [if you continue to obey My instructions], you 
will abide in My love and live on in it, just as I have obeyed My 
Father's commandments and live on in His love.  I have told 
you these things, that My joy and delight may be in you, and 
that your joy and gladness may be of full measure and 
complete and overflowing.  This is My commandment: that you 
love one another [just] as I have loved you. 
 

AMP                                                    John 15:9-12 
 
  

  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 
 

I loved you as the Father loved me. Now remain in my 
love.  I have obeyed my Father’s commands, and I 
remain in his love. In the same way, if you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love.  I have told you 
these things so that you can have the same joy I have 
and so that your joy will be the fullest possible joy.  “This 
is my command: Love each other as I have loved you. 
 

NCV                                                    John 15:9-12 
 

    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                   My Love 

 

"Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; 
abide in My love.  "If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love.  "These things I 
have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full.  "This is My 
commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 
loved you. 
 

NASB                                                  John 15:9-12 
 
  



My Love                                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – John 15:9-12                                   In Context: Read John 15 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just 
as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete.  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. John 15:9-12 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"As the Father | has loved me, | so have I | loved you. | Now remain | in my love.  | If you obey | my commands, | you will remain | in 
my love, | just as I | have obeyed | my Father's commands | and | remain in his love.  | I have told you this | so that | my joy | may 
be | in you | and that | your joy | may be complete.  | My command | is this: | Love each other | as | I have | loved you.          
John 15:9-12 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for loving me. Help me to live and remain in your love. Help me to fully demonstrate my love for you by obeying your 
commands. Help me to follow your example by loving others deeply from my heart. Help me to live a life of complete joy in you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has the Lord demonstrated His love for you? 
What will you do because you love the Lord with all your heart and mind and soul and strength? 
How has the entire course of your life been changed because you love the Lord? 
How has your love for the Lord caused you to passionately desire to obey His commands? 
How has loving and obeying the Lord made you able to live a truly joyful life? 
How has the Lord shown you what it looks like to love other people deeply? 
What have you done for others because you love them deeply? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow your love for the Lord to motivate your desire to obey Him in all that you think, say, and do. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your love for the Lord will make you fully able to obey His commands. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how loving the Lord is guiding the entire course of your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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My Love      John 15           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you live and remain in the Lord’s love as you continue to obey His commands. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will live and remain in your love as I obey your commands. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I live and remain in your love as I obey your commands today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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