
 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him,  and 
Levi got up, left everything and followed him.  Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained 
to his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need 
a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." Luke 5:27-32 (NIV)  
 

 
Old For New 

 
That is exactly what I have left. What have you left? I have left my old life in the world. I have left the old and sinful patterns and 
practices of my old life for the completely new life I have in you. Was that difficult? Was that painful? I will tell you this. My old life 
in the world was no prize. I fully lived out the verse in your word that says, “The wages of sin is death.” How so? My sinful life left 

me bruised and battered and broken. My sinful life left me at rock bottom. My sinful life made me see the error of my own ways. My 
sinful life helped me to cry out to you. I am thankful that you came into this world for a person such as me. I was certainly sick. I 
definitely needed a doctor. I needed a doctor that could heal my life. I needed a doctor who could restore and refresh, revive and 
most importantly save my soul. Only you, are such a doctor. Yes, I am. 
 
What did you need to do so that I could heal your life? I needed to acknowledge and confess my sin. I need to turn away from 
my old life of sin. I needed to ask for and receive your forgiveness and cleansing of my sin. I needed to completely turn my life over 
to you. I need to respond affirmatively to your call for me to follow you. Any less of a response to you would not have allowed your 
healing to come into my life. Why is that? How could I be healed from the sickness of my old life if I were not willing to live the new 
life that you secured for me? You could not be, that is true.  
 
What must you keep on doing? That is a very good question. Leaving my old life of sin was a one time, for all of life, decision that 
I need to keep on reaffirming every day. Why is that? Every day I need to keep on distancing myself from my old life so I can keep 
on living the new life I have in you. Every once in a while, elements from my old life seem to want to check back with me to see if I 
have any ongoing interest in them. With all the power and strength that you will give me, the answer is and will continue to be no. I 
will keep on living the completely new life I have in you. I will keep on following you to where you lead me to do whatever you ask 
of me. That will be very good. You are my Savior. You are my Lord. Yes, I am. 
 
 
 
 
Lord, thank you for calling me to come to you. Thank you, for healing my bruised and broken, sinful life. Thank you for helping to 
leave my old life in the world, so I can live the completely new life I have in you. I will follow you wherever you lead me. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at 
the tax booth. And he said to him, “Follow me.”  And leaving 
everything, he rose and followed him.  And Levi made him a great 
feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors 
and others reclining at table with them.  And the Pharisees and their 
scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners?”  And Jesus answered them, 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.” 
 

ESV                                                     Luke 5:27-32 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of 
Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, and 
Levi got up, left everything and followed him.  Then Levi held a 
great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them.  But the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
'sinners'?"  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance." 
 

NIV                                                      Luke 5:27-32 
     

  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 
 

After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, 
sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me."  So he left 
all, rose up, and followed Him.  Then Levi gave Him a great feast in 
his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and 
others who sat down with them.  And their scribes and the 
Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do You 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"  Jesus answered and 
said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance." 
 

NKJV                                                   Luke 5:27-32 
   

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi 
sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” 
Jesus said to him.  So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him. 
Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of 
honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate 
with them.  But the Pharisees and their teachers of religious law 
complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 
with such scum?”  Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need 
a doctor—sick people do.  I have come to call not those who think 
they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to 
repent.” 
 

NLT                                                    Luke 5:27-32 
      

 
  Becoming Like Christ     Come Along With Me 

 

After this he went out and saw a man named Levi at his work 
collecting taxes. Jesus said, "Come along with me."  And he did—
walked away from everything and went with him.  Levi gave a large 
dinner at his home for Jesus. Everybody was there, tax men and 
other disreputable characters as guests at the dinner.  The 
Pharisees and their religion scholars came to his disciples greatly 
offended. "What is he doing eating and drinking with crooks and 
'sinners'?"  Jesus heard about it and spoke up, "Who needs a 
doctor: the healthy or the sick?  I'm here inviting outsiders, not 
insiders—an invitation to a changed life, changed inside and out." 
 

MSG                                                   Luke 5:27-32 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at 
the tax booth; and he said to him, "Follow me."  And he got up, left 
everything, and followed him.  Then Levi gave a great banquet for 
him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others sitting at the table with them.  The Pharisees and their 
scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, "Why do you eat 
and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"  Jesus answered, "Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick;  I 
have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance."  
 

NRSV                                                  Luke 5:27-32 
 
  

  Becoming Like Christ                      Come 
 

Later on as Jesus left the town he saw a tax collector—with the usual 
reputation for cheating—sitting at a tax collection booth. The man’s name was 
Levi. Jesus said to him, "Come and be one of my disciples!"  So Levi left 
everything, sprang up and went with him.  Soon Levi held a reception in his 
home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors 
and other guests were there.  But the Pharisees and teachers of the Law 
complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples about his eating with such notorious 
sinners.  Jesus answered them, "It is the sick who need a doctor, not those in 
good health.  My purpose is to invite sinners to turn from their sins, not to 
spend my time with those who think themselves already good enough." 
 

TLB                                                     Luke 5:27-32 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                    Join Me 

 

And after this, Jesus went out and looked [attentively] at a tax collector named Levi 
sitting at the tax office; and He said to him, Join Me as a disciple and side with My 
party and accompany Me.  And he forsook everything and got up and followed Him 
[becoming His disciple and siding with His party].  And Levi (Matthew) made a great 
banquet for Him in his own house, and there was a large company of tax collectors 
and others who were reclining [at the table] with them.  Now the Pharisees and their 
scribes were grumbling against Jesus' disciples, saying, Why are you eating and 
drinking with tax collectors and [preeminently] sinful people?  And Jesus replied to 
them, It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick.  I 
have not come to arouse and invite and call the righteous, but the erring ones (those 
not free from sin) to repentance [to change their minds for the better and heartily to 
amend their ways, with abhorrence of their past sins]. 
 

AMP                                                   Luke 5:27-32 
   

  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 
 

After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting 
in the tax collector’s booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow me!“  So Levi 
got up, left everything, and followed him.  Then Levi gave a big 
dinner for Jesus at his house. Many tax collectors and other people 
were eating there, too.  But the Pharisees and the men who taught 
the law for the Pharisees began to complain to Jesus’ followers, 
“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?“  Jesus 
answered them, “It is not the healthy people who need a doctor, but 
the sick.  I have not come to invite good people but sinners to 
change their hearts and lives.“ 
 

NCV                                                    Luke 5:27-32 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in 
the tax booth, and He said to him, "Follow Me."  And he left everything 
behind, and got up and began to follow Him.  And Levi gave a big 
reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax 
collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 
The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, 
saying, "Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?" 
And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who 
need a physician, but those who are sick.  "I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance." 
 

NASB                                                  Luke 5:27-32 
 
  



Follow Me                                            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Luke 5:27-32                                     In Context: Read Luke 5 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him,  and Levi 
got up, left everything and followed him.  Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others were eating with them.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, 
"Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." Luke 5:27-32 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
After this, | Jesus went out | and saw | a tax collector | by the name of Levi | sitting at his tax booth. | "Follow me," | Jesus said to him, 
| and Levi got up, | left everything | and | followed him.  | Then Levi | held a great banquet | for Jesus | at his house, | and a | large 
crowd | of tax collectors | and others | were eating | with them.  | But the Pharisees | and the teachers | of the law | who belonged | to 
their sect | complained to his disciples, | "Why do you eat and drink | with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  | Jesus answered them, | "It is 
not the healthy | who need a doctor, | but the sick.  | I have not come | to call | the righteous, | but sinners | to repentance."                  
Luke 5:27-32 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for calling me to come to you. Thank you, for healing my bruised and broken, sinful life. Thank you for helping to leave 
my old life in the world, so I can live the completely new life I have in you. I will follow you wherever you lead me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Where were you when Jesus Christ called you to come and follow Him? 
What was your life like before Jesus Christ called you to follow Him? 
How in need of a doctor, to heal your life, were you before you started following Jesus Christ? 
How has Jesus Christ been healing your life since you started following Him? 
What have you left behind as you have answered Jesus Christ’s call to follow Him? 
How has Jesus Christ given you a completely new life to live since you started following Him? 
Why would you not trade anything from your old life for the new life you have in Jesus Christ? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Keep on leaving behind your old life in the world so you can keep on living your completely new life in Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord your old life in the world is gone and your new life is now here for you to live. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have left your old life to live your new life in Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Follow Me             Luke 5              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you keep on leaving your old life in the world so you can fully live your new life in Christ. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will keep on leaving my old life in the world, so I can fully live the new life I have in you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I fully live the new life I have in you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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