
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high." Luke 24:45-49 (NIV) 
 
 

Opened Mind 
 

There is a big difference between having an “open mind” and having an “opened mind.” Really, how so? In the world someone 
who says, they have an “open mind” often means that they are willing to try anything no matter how vile and sinful it may be. They 
will likely, almost certainly, suffer great harm with that approach to life. They will live with deep regrets. They will experience a life 
that will, no doubt, be bruised and battered and broken. Their open-minded pursuit of pleasure with only lead them down a path of 

pain and suffering. So, in this regard, I want to have a closed mind. I only want to live a life that is good and right and pleasing to 
you. That is very good. 
 
You mentioned that there was a difference between having an “open mind” and an “opened mind”? What did you mean 
by that? I want you to open my mind. I want you to open my mind so I can understand your word. I want to be able to know and do 
your will. I want to receive your instruction. I want to follow your guidance. So, that is my prayer. That is my desire. That is my 
request. Do you believe that I will open your mind so you can understand my word? Without a doubt, I know that you will make 
me able to understand your word. Yes, I will, you are correct. What will my word do for you? Your word will change the desires 
of my heart. Your word will transform the thoughts of my mind. Your word will guard and guide the course of my life. Yes, my word 
will do all these things for you. 
 
What must you do with my word? I must follow and obey your word. It would be foolish and sinful to only hear your word. I must 
go where your word guides me and do what your word asks of me. I must keep in step with you and your word. I must not run ahead 
or lag behind your word. That is true. What do you know about my word? Where will my word guide you? What will my word 
give you to do? Your word will guide me into the world to be your witness. Your Holy Spirit will use your word to empower me to 
be a bold witness for you in the world. Will you do that for me? Will you be my witness in the world? Yes Lord, I will. It will be 
my joy to help others to come to know and love and follow and serve you. That will be very good. 
 
 
 

 
Lord, only you can open my mind so I can understand your word. I will wait quietly and listen attentively to all that you have to say to me. 

Help me to follow and obey your word. I will go and do whatever you ask me. Help me to be your bold witness in the world. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 
from on high.”  
 

ESV                                                   Luke 24:45-49 
 
 

 
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 
and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high."  
 

NIV                                                    Luke 24:45-49 
 
 
 
 

    
Becoming Like Christ     Opened Their Understanding 
 

And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to them, "Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to 
rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. 
Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in 
the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on 
high."  
 

NKJV                                                 Luke 24:45-49 
 
 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 

 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And 
he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah would 
suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. It was 
also written that this message would be proclaimed in the 
authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 
‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ You are 
witnesses of all these things. “And now I will send the Holy 
Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until 
the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.”  
 

NLT                                                    Luke 24:45-49 
 
      

 
Becoming Like Christ   Open Their Understanding 
 

He went on to open their understanding of the Word of God, 
showing them how to read their Bibles this way. He said, "You can 
see now how it is written that the Messiah suffers, rises from the 
dead on the third day, and then a total life-change through the 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name to all nations—starting 
from here, from Jerusalem! You're the first to hear and see it. You're 
the witnesses. What comes next is very important: I am sending 
what my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he 
arrives, until you're equipped with power from on high."  
 

MSG                                                  Luke 24:45-49 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 
 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."  
 

NRSV                                                Luke 24:45-49 

  
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 

 

Then he opened their minds to understand at last these many 
Scriptures! And he said, "Yes, it was written long ago that the 
Messiah must suffer and die and rise again from the dead on 
the third day; and that this message of salvation should be 
taken from Jerusalem to all the nations: There is forgiveness of 
sins for all who turn to me. You have seen these prophecies 
come true. "And now I will send the Holy Spirit upon you, just as 
my Father promised. Don’t begin telling others yet—stay here in 
the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from 
heaven."  
 

TLB                                                   Luke 24:45-49 
 

 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 

 

Then He [thoroughly] opened up their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, And said to them, Thus it is written that the Christ 
(the Messiah) should suffer and on the third day rise from 
(among) the dead, And that repentance [with a view to and as 
the condition of] forgiveness of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. And behold, I will send forth upon 
you what My Father has promised; but remain in the city 
[Jerusalem] until you are clothed with power from on high.  
 

AMP                                                  Luke 24:45-49 

   
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 
 

Then Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. He said to them, “It is written that the Christ would 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that a change 
of hearts and lives and forgiveness of sins would be preached 
in his name to all nations, starting at Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. I will send you what my Father has 
promised, but you must stay in Jerusalem until you have 
received that power from heaven.“  
 

NCV                                                  Luke 24:45-49 
 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ          Opened Their Minds 
 

Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and 
He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer 
and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance 
for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. "You are witnesses of 
these things. "And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My 
Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high."  
 

NASB                                                Luke 24:45-49 

  



Opened Their Minds                       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Luke 24:45-49                                 In Context: Read Luke 24 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day,  and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high." Luke 24:45-49 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then he | opened their minds | so they could understand | the Scriptures.  | He told them, | "This is what | is written: | The Christ | will 
suffer | and rise | from the dead | on the third day, | and repentance and forgiveness | of sins | will be preached | in his name | to all 
nations, | beginning at Jerusalem.  | You are witnesses | of these things.  | I am going | to send you | what my Father | has promised; 
| but stay | in the city | until you | have been clothed | with power | from on high." Luke 24:45-49 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, only you can open my mind so I can understand your word. I will wait quietly and listen attentively to all that you have to say to 
me. Help me to follow and obey your word. I will go and do whatever you ask me. Help me to be your bold witness in the world. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you making your prayer to ask the Lord to help you to understand His word? 
How has the Lord opened your mind so that you could understand His word? 
How attentively are you hearing and following instructions from the Lord? 
Why is it critically important for you to not run ahead or lag behind the Lord? 
How are you allowing God’s word to change the desires of your heart and transform the thoughts of your mind? 
How are you allowing God’s word to guard and guide the course of your life? 
How has the Holy Spirit empowered to be a bold witness for the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to open your mind so that you can understand His word. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will open your mind so you can understand His word. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has opened your mind so you can understand His word. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Opened Their Minds           Luke 24           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to open your mind so you can understand His word. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on you to open my mind so I can understand your word. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to open my mind so I can understand your word today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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