
for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my 
deliverance. I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always 
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in 
the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your 
joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. Philippians 1:19-26 (NIV)  
 

Abundant Fruit 
 

That is what I want to accomplish with my life. That is my reason to be living this life. What do you want to accomplish with your 
life? What is your reason to be living your life? I want to bear abundant fruit for your kingdom. I want to bring glory to your name. 

I want to live my life with and for you. I want to go where you guide me. I want to do what you ask of me. I want to live the life you 
have called me to live. I want to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans. I want my life to have counted for something. I want 
my life to have made a difference. I want to leave behind a legacy. Now, I need to make something clearer. What is that? I don’t 
want to leave a legacy that is about me. I want to leave a legacy that points others to you. I want to have helped others make 
progress in their life of faith with you. I want to have helped others to have gone deeper and further in their life of loving and following 
and serving you. There is nothing unclear about your hopes and dreams and desires. Well, that’s good. If there was any lack 
of clarity it would have been in and with me, not with you. I am stating what I want to be clear in my heart and mind and life. That is 
very good. 

 
Now, I know a couple things I would like to point out. What’s that? It is you who has fanned the flame of these hopes and dreams 
and desires within me. For this, I am thankful beyond measure. I am thankful beyond what my words could possibly express. All 
that is within me is thankful. All that is within me is grateful. You have given me a passionate desire to love and follow and serve 
you. You could not have given me a better gift. You could not have filled me with more hope and joy. That is very good. Yes, it is. 
It is far beyond good. Yes, it is. What else do you know? I know that you will keep on fanning the flame of my desire to love and 
follow and serve you. You will make me able to bear fruit for your kingdom. You will make me able to bring glory to your name. You 
will make me able to live my life with and for you both now and forever. Yes, I will. Thank you, Lord. 
 

 
 
Lord, thank you for helping me through all the twists and turns and ups and downs of life. You have brought me though every adversity. You have 
helped me to become a bold witness for you. Help me to keep on bearing abundant fruit for you and bringing glory to your name. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ         To Live Is Christ 

 

for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope 
that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always 
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 
because of my coming to you again. 
 

ESV                                           Philippians 1:19-26 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ         To Live Is Christ 

 

for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly 
expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by 
life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on 
living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I 
do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the 
body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 
you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you 
again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. 
 

NIV                                            Philippians 1:19-26 
 
 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ         To Live Is Christ 

 

For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and 
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation 
and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, 
so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.  
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this 
will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am 
hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.  
And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all 
for your progress and joy of faith, that your rejoicing for me may be more 
abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 
 

NKJV                                         Philippians 1:19-26 
   

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Living Means Living For Christ 

 

For I know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this 
will lead to my deliverance. For I fully expect and hope that I will never be 
ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the 
past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For 
to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. But if I live, I can 
do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better.  I’m torn 
between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better 
for me. But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. Knowing this, I am 
convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and 
experience the joy of your faith. And when I come to you again, you will have 
even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing 
through me. 
 

NLT                                           Philippians 1:19-26 
      

 
  Becoming Like Christ   Alive, I’m Christ’s Messenger 

 

because I know how it's going to turn out. Through your faithful prayers and the generous 
response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, everything he wants to do in and through me will be 
done. I can hardly wait to continue on my course. I don't expect to be embarrassed in the 
least. On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make Christ 
more accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die. They didn't shut me up; they gave 
me a pulpit! Alive, I'm Christ's messenger; dead, I'm his bounty. Life versus even more life! I 
can't lose. As long as I'm alive in this body, there is good work for me to do. If I had to 
choose right now, I hardly know which I'd choose. Hard choice! The desire to break camp 
here and be with Christ is powerful. Some days I can think of nothing better. But most days, 
because of what you are going through, I am sure that it's better for me to stick it out here. 
So I plan to be around awhile, companion to you as your growth and joy in this life of trusting 
God continues. You can start looking forward to a great reunion when I come visit you again. 
We'll be praising Christ, enjoying each other. 
 

MSG                                          Philippians 1:19-26 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ           Living Is Christ 

 

for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance. It is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be put to shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, 
Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death.  
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard 
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 

NRSV                                        Philippians 1:19-26 
 
  

  Becoming Like Christ   Living Means Opportunities For Christ 
 

I am going to keep on being glad, for I know that as you pray for me, and as the Holy Spirit 
helps me, this is all going to turn out for my good. For I live in eager expectation and hope 
that I will never do anything that will cause me to be ashamed of myself but that I will always 
be ready to speak out boldly for Christ while I am going through all these trials here, just as I 
have in the past; and that I will always be an honor to Christ, whether I live or whether I must 
die. For to me, living means opportunities for Christ, and dying—well, that’s better yet! But if 
living will give me more opportunities to win people to Christ, then I really don’t know which is 
better, to live or die! Sometimes I want to live, and at other times I don’t, for I long to go and 
be with Christ. How much happier for me than being here! But the fact is that I can be of 
more help to you by staying! Yes, I am still needed down here, and so I feel certain I will be 
staying on earth a little longer, to help you grow and become happy in your faith; my staying 
will make you glad and give you reason to glorify Christ Jesus for keeping me safe when I 
return to visit you again. 
 

TLB                                            Philippians 1:19-26 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ         To Live Is Christ 

 

For I am well assured and indeed know that through your prayers and a bountiful supply of the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) this will turn out for my preservation (for the spiritual health and welfare 
of my own soul) and avail toward the saving work of the Gospel. This is in keeping with my own eager 
desire and persistent expectation and hope, that I shall not disgrace myself nor be put to shame in 
anything; but that with the utmost freedom of speech and unfailing courage, now as always 
heretofore, Christ (the Messiah) will be magnified and get glory and praise in this body of mine and be 
boldly exalted in my person, whether through (by) life or through (by) death. For me to live is Christ 
[His life in me], and to die is gain [the gain of the glory of eternity]. If, however, it is to be life in the 
flesh and I am to live on here, that means fruitful service for me; so I can say nothing as to my 
personal preference [I cannot choose], But I am hard pressed between the two. My yearning desire is 
to depart (to be free of this world, to set forth) and be with Christ, for that is far, far better; But to 
remain in my body is more needful and essential for your sake. Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I shall remain and stay by you all, to promote your progress and joy in believing, So that in me 
you may have abundant cause for exultation and glorying in Christ Jesus, through my coming to you 
again. 
 

AMP                                          Philippians 1:19-26 
   

  Becoming Like Christ           Living Is Christ 
 

Because you are praying for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ is helping me, I 
know this trouble will bring my freedom. I expect and hope that I will not fail 
Christ in anything but that I will have the courage now, as always, to show the 
greatness of Christ in my life here on earth, whether I live or die. To me the 
only important thing about living is Christ, and dying would be profit for me. If I 
continue living in my body, I will be able to work for the Lord. I do not know 
what to choose—living or dying. It is hard to choose between the two. I want to 
leave this life and be with Christ, which is much better, but you need me here 
in my body. Since I am sure of this, I know I will stay with you to help you grow 
and have joy in your faith. You will be very happy in Christ Jesus when I am 
with you again. 
  

NCV                                          Philippians 1:19-26 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ         To Live Is Christ 

 

for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and 
the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation 
and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, 
Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the 
flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  
But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more 
necessary for your sake. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, so that your proud 
confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you 
again. 
 

NASB                                        Philippians 1:19-26 
   



To Live Is Christ                              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Becoming Like Christ – Philippians 1:19-26                In Context: Read Philippians 1 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my 
deliverance. I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ 
will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, 
this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, 
and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus 
will overflow on account of me. Philippians 1:19-26 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
for I know | that through your prayers | and | the help given | by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, | what has happened to me | will turn out 
| for my deliverance. | I eagerly expect | and hope | that I will | in no way be ashamed, | but will have sufficient courage | so that now 
| as always | Christ will be exalted in my body, | whether by life or by death. | For to me, | to live is Christ | and | to die is gain. | If I 
am | to go on living | in the body, | this will mean | fruitful labor | for me. | Yet what shall I choose? | I do not know! | I am torn 
between the two: | I desire to depart | and be with Christ, | which is better by far; | but it is | more necessary for you | that I remain 
| in the body. | Convinced of this, | I know that | I will remain, | and | I will continue with all of you | for your progress | and | joy in 
the faith, | so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. Philippians 1:19-26 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for helping me through all the twists and turns and ups and downs of life. You have brought me though every adversity. You 
have helped me to become a bold witness for you. Help me to keep on bearing abundant fruit for you and bringing glory to your name. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you relying on prayer and help from the Holy Spirit as you go through the twists and turns of life? 
How has prayer and help from the Holy Spirit delivered you from significant adversity? 
Why will you have no reason to be ashamed for standing strong and boldly declaring your faith? 
How is Christ being exalted in all that you think, say, and do as you go through life with Him? 
How has the Lord used some of your trials and adversities to help you to bear fruit for Him? 
Who has the Lord used to help you to make progress in your faith? 
How has the Lord been using you to help others to make progress in their faith? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on prayer and help from the Holy Spirit to bear abundant fruit for the Lord as you go through life with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will use you to bear abundant fruit as you go through life with Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord is using your life to bear abundant fruit for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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To Live Is Christ           Philippians 1    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

My you allow the Lord to use your life to bear abundant fruit for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will allow you to use my life to bear abundant fruit for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to use my life to bear abundant fruit for you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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