
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ. Colossians 2:8 (NIV) 

 

Hear Me 

 
How will I ever be able to make sure that I am not taken captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy that is based on human 
tradition that comes from the world’s principles? That is a very good question. On your own, with your own strength you will 
easily fall prey to hollow and deceptive philosophies. Without my help, you will come to adopt traditions and principles 
from the world. Without my teaching and training, you won’t even be able to realize that your life is in danger of being 
conformed to all the patterns, practices and values that are of the world. On your own, you will think that you are wise, 
while you live out a foolish life. I don’t want that. I don’t want that for you either. 
 

What must I do if I want my life to be built on your principles? That is another very good question. You must let me teach you. 
You must let me train you. You must let me guide you. How will I do that? You will listen attentively to my word. You will 
meet me with me in my word daily. Daily, Your life is being bombarded with worldly thoughts and opinions and values. 
You must let me speak into your life. My word is stronger than the words that you will hear from the world. But, in order to 
hear my word, you must set a part a time and a place to meet with me in my word. You will need to quiet yourself before 
me. You will need to consider carefully all that I will say to you. As you hear my word you will know the truth. The truth of 
my word will set you free. I will use my word to change your heart. I will use my word to transform your mind. You will 
begin to think my thoughts. You will begin to walk in my ways. You will be able to know and do my will. My word will make 
you able to recognize what is false. You will know what principles, values and practices are from the world. You will reject 
what is false and hold on to what is true. I am the way, the truth and the life. You will hold on to me. I will lead you through 
life. Hear me, follow me, and obey me. Yes Lord, I will hear and follow and obey you. I will hold on to you and your word. That 
will be very good. 

 
 
 
 

 
Lord, help me to be on guard so that my mind is not taken captive by any of the deceptive and hollow philosophies of this world. 

Help me to evaluate and weigh every thought by your word so that I will be able to live in your truth. Amen 
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The Mind            Philosophy And Empty Deceit 
 See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
world, and not according to Christ.  
 

ESV                                                  Colossians 2:8 

 

 
The Mind                       Deceptive Philosophy 
 

See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the basic principles of this 
world rather than on Christ.  
 

NIV                                                   Colossians 2:8 
 

    
The Mind            Philosophy And Empty Deceit  
Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the basic principles of the world, 
and not according to Christ.  
 

NKJV                                                Colossians 2:8 

  

 
The Mind                            Empty Philosophy  
Don’t let anyone capture you with empty 
philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that 
come from human thinking and from the spiritual 
powers of this world, rather than from Christ.  
 

NLT                                                    Colossians 2:8 

     
 
The Mind     Big Words And Intellectual Double-Talk 
 

Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big 
words and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag 
you off into endless arguments that never amount to 
anything. They spread their ideas through the empty 
traditions of human beings and the empty superstitions 
of spirit beings. But that's not the way of Christ. 
  

MSG                                                 Colossians 2:8 
 

 

 
The Mind            Philosophy And Empty Deceit 

 

See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
universe, and not according to Christ.  
 

NRSV                                               Colossians 2:8 

  
The Mind  Their Philosophies, Their Wrong An Shallow Answers 
 

Don’t let others spoil your faith and joy with their 
philosophies, their wrong and shallow answers 
built on men’s thoughts and ideas, instead of on 
what Christ has said.  
 

TLB                                                   Colossians 2:8 
 
 

     

 
The Mind  So Called Philosophy And Intellectualism 
 

See to it that no one carries you off as spoil or makes 
you yourselves captive by his so-called philosophy and 
intellectualism and vain deceit (idle fancies and plain 
nonsense), following human tradition (men's ideas of the 
material rather than the spiritual world), just crude 
notions following the rudimentary and elemental 
teachings of the universe and disregarding [the 
teachings of] Christ (the Messiah).  
 

AMP                                                 Colossians 2:8 
   

The Mind                False And Empty Teaching 
 

Be sure that no one leads you away with false and 
empty teaching that is only human, which comes 
from the ruling spirits of this world, and not from 
Christ.  
 

NCV                                                  Colossians 2:8 
 

    

 
The Mind       Philosophy And Empty Deception
  
See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception, according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elementary 
principles of the world, rather than according to 
Christ.  
 

NASB                                               Colossians 2:8 

  



Deceptive Philosophy               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

The Mind – Colossians 2:8                                              In Context: Read Colossians 2 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                   
See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic 
principles of this world rather than on Christ. Colossians 2:8 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
See to it | that | no one | takes you | captive | through hollow | and | deceptive philosophy, | which depends | on human tradition | 

and the | basic principles | of this world | rather than | on Christ. Colossians 2:8 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, help me to be on guard so that my mind is not taken captive by any of the deceptive and hollow philosophies of 

this world. Help me to evaluate and weigh every thought by your word so that I will be able to live in your truth. Amen 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold)                                                        
What are some common, hollow, and deceptive philosophies that are prevalent today? 

What deceptive philosophies are particularly captivating to an unguarded mind? 

Why are the captivating worldly philosophies especially hollow in their promises? 

Who has attempted to take you captive with their hollow and deceptive philosophies? 
What has helped protect you from being taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies? 

What are some worldly philosophies that were once widely held but are not generally accepted now? 

How will God’s word protect you and help you to evaluate philosophies that you hear? 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow God’s word to evaluate every philosophy that you hear to determine if it is from God or not. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in our heart?) 
Have faith that God’s word will protect you from the being taken captive by the deceptive philosophies of this world. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been protected from deceptive philosophies of this world. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                  Jon@GrowingAsDisciples.com 
 



Deceptive Philosophy          Colossians 2           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 

 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you make sure that you are being taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies of this world. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will make sure that I am not taken captive by hollow and deceptive worldly philosophies.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you help me to not be taken captive by hollow and deceptive worldly philosophies? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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