
 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways 
behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.                                       
1 Corinthians 13:11-13 (NIV)  
 

Like You 
 

This is my greatest desire. What is your greatest desire? I want to become like you. In what way do you most want to become 
like me? I want to love you love. I want my thoughts and words and actions to be motivated by your love. That is a very good 
desire. I have that same desire for you. I want you to become like me. I also want you to love like I love. That is fantastic. I 
agree, but why do you think so? We both want the same thing. How can your will not come to pass if we both want the same 
thing? That is a very good question. 

 
I will ask you a question that will answer your question. How will you become like me? How will you love like I love? That 
is a work that you must do in me. Why do you think that? I’m sure that I cannot make myself able to love like you love. If my loving 
like you love depends on me, then I’m afraid that I’m headed toward a miserable failure. No amount of my power or strength or 
ability will ever make me able to love like you love. That sounds like the voice of your experience. Yes, it is. There is more that 
you are not saying. There is more that you do know. I can’t make myself to be like you either. That would be an even more 
impossible task. So, both becoming like you and being able to love like you love are both works that only you can do in and through 
me. That is true. 
 
Do you have no role in becoming like me? Do you have no part to play in loving like I love? Yes, I do have a role and a part 
to play in becoming like you and loving like you love. Tell me about your role? What is your part? I must draw near to you. I must 
spend time with you. I must be in your presence. Living and walking in an intimate relationship with you is my role and part to play. 
It is only in your presence that I will be changed. It is in your presence that you will make me to be like you. It is in your presence 
that I will be made able to love like you love. I know that you will be molding and shaping my life moment by moment and day by 
day as I love and know and follow and serve you. You will change my heart. You will transform my mind. You will give me your 
thoughts to think, words to speak and actions to take. You will make me able to love like you love. Yes, I will. Thank you, Lord.  
 
 
 
 

Lord, I have thought, spoken and acted like a child. You have helped me to put away childish ways as I have been loving and following 

and serving you. Moment by moment, you are making me to be more like you. You are helping me to love like you love. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
gave up childish ways.  For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  So 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love. 
 

ESV                                     1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
 

 
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am 
fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 

NIV                                      1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
 
 
  
 

    
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things.  For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then 
I shall know just as I also am known.  And now abide 
faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love. 
 

NKJV                                   1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 

 

When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as 
a child. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. 
 Now we see things imperfectly as in a cloudy mirror, but 
then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I 
know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 
everything completely, just as God now knows me 
completely.  Three things will last forever—faith, hope, 
and love—and the greatest of these is love. 
 

NLT                                       1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
     

 
Becoming Like Christ      Best Of The Three 
 

When I was an infant at my mother's breast, I gurgled and cooed 
like any infant. When I grew up, I left those infant ways for good. 
 We don't yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a fog, peering 
through a mist. But it won't be long before the weather clears and 
the sun shines bright! We'll see it all then, see it all as clearly as 
God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!  But for 
right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to 
lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope 
unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love. 
 

MSG                                    1 Corinthians 13:11-13 

 

 
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways.  For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only 
in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully 
known.  And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

NRSV                                  1 Corinthians 13:11-13 

  
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

 It’s like this: when I was a child I spoke and thought and reasoned 
as a child does. But when I became a man my thoughts grew far 
beyond those of my childhood, and now I have put away the 
childish things.  In the same way, we can see and understand only 
a little about God now, as if we were peering at his reflection in a 
poor mirror; but someday we are going to see him in his 
completeness, face to face. Now all that I know is hazy and blurred, 
but then I will see everything clearly, just as clearly as God sees 
into my heart right now.  There are three things that remain—faith, 
hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 
 

TLB                                      1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; now that I have become a man, I am done with childish ways and have 
put them aside.  For now we are looking in a mirror that gives only a dim 
(blurred) reflection [of reality as in a riddle or enigma], but then [when 
perfection comes] we shall see in reality and face to face! Now I know in part 
(imperfectly), but then I shall know and understand fully and clearly, even in 
the same manner as I have been fully and clearly known and understood [by 
God].  And so faith, hope, love abide [faith—conviction and belief respecting 
man's relation to God and divine things; hope—joyful and confident 
expectation of eternal salvation; love—true affection for God and man, 
growing out of God's love for and in us], these three; but the greatest of these 
is love. 
 

AMP                                    1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
  

Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
stopped those childish ways.  It is the same with us. 
Now we see a dim reflection, as if we were looking into a 
mirror, but then we shall see clearly. Now I know only a 
part, but then I will know fully, as God has known me. So 
these three things continue forever: faith, hope, and 
love. And the greatest of these is love. 

NCV                                     1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 
    

 
Becoming Like Christ      Greatest Of These 
 

When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a 
child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with 
childish things.  For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face 
to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I 
also have been fully known.  But now faith, hope, love, abide 
these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 

NASB                                   1 Corinthians 13:11-13 

  



Greatest Of These                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – 1 Corinthians 13:11-13        In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 13 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind 
me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I am fully known.  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:11-13 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
When | I was | a child, | I talked like | a child, | I thought like | a child, | I reasoned like | a child. | When I became | a man, | I put 
childish ways | behind me.  | Now we see | but a poor reflection | as in | a mirror; | then we shall see | face to face. | Now I know | in 
part; | then I shall know fully, | even as | I am | fully known. | And now | these three remain: | faith, hope and love. | But the greatest 
| of these | is love. 1 Corinthians 13:11-13 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have thought, spoken and acted like a child. You have helped me to put away childish ways as I have been loving and following 
and serving you. Moment by moment, you are making me to be more like you. You are helping me to love like you love. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What childish ways have you put away since you started following the Lord? 
How has the Lord set before you an example of how to love others deeply from your heart? 
How is the Lord making you more able to love like He loves as you have followed Him? 
How the Lord helped you to lovingly take on the role of a servant as you have followed Him? 
What has the Lord given you to lovingly do for others as you have followed Him? 
Why can you be certain that the Lord will be molding and shaping your life right up until you see Him face to face? 
How encouraging is it for you to know that you will become the Lord when you see Him face to face? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Put away childish ways and follow the Lord so you can become more like Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will put away childish ways and become more like the Lord as you follow Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has helped you to become more like Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Greatest Of These          1 Corinthians 13       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to make you able to love like He loves. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will allow you to make me able to love like you love. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I love like love today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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