
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV) 

 

Wholeheartedly 
 

I know the difference. You know the difference between what? I know the difference between doing my work with wholehearted 
and halfhearted effort. Good for you. Let me tell you a secret. Do you want to know who else knows the difference between 
your wholehearted and halfhearted effort even better than you do? Yes, I do. Who? Everyone else. Can you explain that to 
me? Yes, I can. Let me ask you a question. Go ahead, you have my full attention. Have you ever noticed someone going about 
their work with less than their full and best effort? I notice that all the time. It is easy to spot. Yes, it is. It is also easy to spot 
when you give less than your full effort. You can’t disguise work that is less than your best effort. I have never made the 
connection between what I can observe about others work and what others are able to observe about my own work. This is 

something for you to think about more deeply. Yes, it is. 
 
What happens when you give your full and wholehearted effort to your work? I feel gratified in knowing that I have given and 
done my best. I feel satisfied in knowing that I have gone and done what you have asked of me. I feel peaceful in knowing that I 
have accomplished the work you have given me to do. Wait a minute? What work have I given to you? Well, all the work I have 
been given in this life comes from you. It may look like and be true that my work is serving others. But in reality, in all the work I do 
in this life I am really serving you. That’s true. So, when you give your very best and wholehearted effort in your work you are 
serving me as a bold witness in the world. How so? Your work stands out. Your work is a cut above. Your work is done 
fully and completely. Your work is done with excellence. Others can see your work and will know how and why you give 
yourself so wholeheartedly. They will? Yes, they will. 
 
Then I will give myself wholeheartedly to my work because I want to be a bold and bright witness for you in the world. I want others 
to know that you are making me able to do my work. I want others to see that you are working in and through my life. You are 
making me able to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans.  Yes, I am. I will do all my work in this life as if I am directly 
serving you. Why is that? Because, I am. That’s true, you are. 

 

 
 
 

Lord, there have been many times I have gone through the motions and half-heartedly done my work. Help me to be a bold witness for 

you in this world by my wholeheartedly doing all the work I have been given. I know it is you who I am really serving in this life. Amen 
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  Heart                                         As For The Lord 

 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the inheritance as your reward. You 
are serving the Lord Christ.  
 

ESV                                           Colossians 3:23-24 
 

 

 
  Heart                             Working For The Lord 

 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men, since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord 
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  
 

NIV                                            Colossians 3:23-24 
 

    
  Heart                                      As To The Lord 

 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord 
and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you 
serve the Lord Christ.  
	  

NKJV                                         Colossians 3:23-24 
 

  

 
  Heart                             Working For The Lord 

 

Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you 
were working for the Lord rather than for people. 
Remember that the Lord will give you an 
inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you 
are serving is Christ.  
 

NLT                                            Colossians 3:23-24 
 

     
 

  Heart                             For Your Real Master 
 

Work from the heart for your real Master, for God, 
confident that you'll get paid in full when you come 
into your inheritance. Keep in mind always that the 
ultimate Master you're serving is Christ.  
 

MSG                                          Colossians 3:23-24 
 

 

 
  Heart                             As Done For The Lord 

 

Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done 
for the Lord and not for your masters, since you 
know that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward; you serve the Lord 
Christ.  
	  

NRSV                                        Colossians 3:23-24 
 

  
  Heart                             Working For The Lord 

 

Work hard and cheerfully at all you do, just as 
though you were working for the Lord and not 
merely for your masters, remembering that it is the 
Lord Christ who is going to pay you, giving you 
your full portion of all he owns. He is the one you 
are really working for.  
 

TLB                                           Colossians 3:23-24 
 

    

 
  Heart                                     As For The Lord 

 

Whatever may be your task, work at it heartily 
(from the soul), as [something done] for the Lord 
and not for men, Knowing [with all certainty] that it 
is from the Lord [and not from men] that you will 
receive the inheritance which is your [real] reward. 
[The One Whom] you are actually serving [is] the 
Lord Christ (the Messiah).  
 

AMP                                          Colossians 3:23-24 
 
  

  Heart                              Doing It For The Lord 
 

In all the work you are doing, work the best you 
can. Work as if you were doing it for the Lord, not 
for people. Remember that you will receive your 
reward from the Lord, which he promised to his 
people. You are serving the Lord Christ.  
 

NCV                                          Colossians 3:23-24 
 

    

 
  Heart                                     As For The Lord 

 

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the 
Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. 
It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  
 

NASB                                        Colossians 3:23-24 
 

  



Working For The Lord                   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Heart – Colossians 3:23-24                                             In Context: Read Colossians 3 
  

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance 
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Whatever you do, | work at it | with all | your heart, | as working for | the Lord, | not for men, | since | you know that | you will receive 
| an inheritance | from the Lord | as a reward. | It is | the Lord Christ | you are | serving. Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, there have been many times I have gone through the motions and half-heartedly done my work. Help me to be a bold witness for 
you in this world by my wholeheartedly doing all the work I have been given. I know it is you who I am really serving in this life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
What work has the Lord given you to do wholeheartedly for Him? 
What would it require of you to be faithful and whole hearted in doing the work you have been given? 
When have you had a bad attitude about your job and done less than your wholehearted effort? 
How has your work effort and job performance been impacted by you being a follower of Christ? 
When have you been keenly aware of the fact that you are really serving the Lord in all your work? 
How has the way you have done your work and performed your job been a witness for Christ in this world?  
How has Christ given you strength and enabled you to serve Him by doing your work with all your heart? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Wholeheartedly do your work so that you will be a witness for Christ in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that doing your work wholeheartedly will be a witness for Christ in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how your wholehearted work is a witness for Christ in the world. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Working For The Lord                  Colossians 3     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you do your work wholehearted so you can be a witness for Christ in the world. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will do my work wholeheartedly so I can be a witness for you in the world. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I do my work more wholeheartedly so I can be a witness for you in the world? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________  
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