
As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and 
Matthew got up and followed him.  While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and 
ate with him and his disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and 'sinners'?"  On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means: 
'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." Matthew 9:9-13 (NIV)  
 

Come And Be 
 

I think that I must have misheard. I must have gotten the message slightly or maybe much more than slightly wrong. How so? What 
are you talking about? You called me to follow you. Yes, I did. You called me to turn away from my sin so I could be forgiven and 
cleansed of all my unrighteousness. Yes, I did. You promised to give me a new life to live. You said that you would heal my bruised 
and battered and broken life. You said that you would lead and guide me through life. Yes, I have said all these things to you. 

Have you found them all to be true? Yes, without a doubt. Then what message did you get slightly or maybe much more 
than slightly wrong? Before I answer, let me say that I’m not sure that I will be expressing myself clearly. I’m sure that you will 
understand my thoughts even if my words do not come out too clearly. Go ahead, tell me what is on your heart, I’m listening. I 
thought your call on my life was primarily for me to go and do something. Hmmm, say more. Much of my life has been filled with 
the activity of doing things for you. Doing things for you is not wrong, that is not what I am saying. You have and will continue to ask 
me to go and do things for you. Yes, I will, you can count on that. It has been my joy to go and do things for you. That has been 
an important part of my life with you. There are ways that I have come to know and love you that could have only come through 
following and serving you. Yes, that is true, without a doubt.  
 
So, now I will get to how I may have more than slightly misunderstood your call on my life. This will be really good. You have been 
calling me all this time to come and “be” your disciple. The emphasis is on the word, “be”, I am sure. Keep going, say more. You 
want me to become like you. You want me to follow your example. You want me to come to think and speak and act like you. How 
so? For example, if you are loving and kind and merciful, which you are, then you want me to be loving and kind and merciful. If 
you are tender and compassionate and forgiving, which you are, then you want me to be tender and compassionate and forgiving. 
As I draw near to you, as I am in your presence, it is your intent to change me. You want to change my heart and transform my 
mind. You will be molding and shaping my life as I live it with and for you. Day by day and moment by moment you will be making 
me to be more like you. Yes, I will. So, first and foremost, I will “be” all that you are calling me to “be”. Then, I will go and do all that 
you ask me to do. That is the correct order. This is how you want to work in and through me. Yes, it is. Now, I understand more 
clearly. That is very good. Thank you, Lord. 
 

 
 
Lord, I will drop everything to love, follow and serve you. You are my Savior and Lord. I will go where you guide me and do what you ask 

of me. I will also follow your example. Make me to be like you in all I think, say, and do as I live my life with and for you. Amen 
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  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he 
rose and followed him.  And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, 
behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining 
with Jesus and his disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  But when he heard it, he said, “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go 
and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

ESV                                                 Matthew 9:9-13 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting 
at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew 
got up and followed him.  While Jesus was having dinner at 
Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate 
with him and his disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they 
asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and 'sinners'?"  On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means: 
'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 
  

NIV                                                  Matthew 9:9-13 
 
 
 
 

    
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he 
arose and followed Him.  Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table 
in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and sat down with Him and His disciples.  And when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said to His disciples, "Why does your Teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?"  When Jesus heard that, He said to 
them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick.  But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy 
and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance." 
  

NKJV                                               Matthew 9:9-13 
 
 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                  Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his 
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. 
So Matthew got up and followed him.  Later, Matthew invited Jesus and 
his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors 
and other disreputable sinners.  But when the Pharisees saw this, they 
asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?”  When 
Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 
people do.”  Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this 
Scripture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come 
to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they 
are sinners.”  
  

NLT                                                  Matthew 9:9-13 
 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ  Come Along With Me 

 

 Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes. His name 
was Matthew. Jesus said, "Come along with me." Matthew stood up and 
followed him.  Later when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew's house 
with his close followers, a lot of disreputable characters came and joined 
them.  When the Pharisees saw him keeping this kind of company, they 
had a fit, and lit into Jesus' followers. "What kind of example is this from 
your Teacher, acting cozy with crooks and riff-raff?"  Jesus, overhearing, 
shot back, "Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick?  Go figure out 
what this Scripture means: 'I'm after mercy, not religion.' I'm here to 
invite outsiders, not coddle insiders." 
  

MSG                                                Matthew 9:9-13 
  

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting 
at the tax booth; and he said to him, "Follow me." And he got up 
and followed him.  And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his 
disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"  But 
when he heard this, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, 'I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners." 
  

NRSV                                              Matthew 9:9-13 
   

  Becoming Like Christ            Come And Be 
 

As Jesus was going on down the road, he saw a tax collector, Matthew, 
sitting at a tax collection booth. "Come and be my disciple," Jesus said to 
him, and Matthew jumped up and went along with him.  Later, as Jesus 
and his disciples were eating dinner [at Matthew’s house], there were 
many notorious swindlers there as guests!  The Pharisees were 
indignant. "Why does your teacher associate with men like that?" 
 "Because people who are well don’t need a doctor! It’s the sick people 
who do!" was Jesus’ reply.  Then he added, "Now go away and learn the 
meaning of this verse of Scripture, ’It isn’t your sacrifices and your gifts I 
want—I want you to be merciful.’ For I have come to urge sinners, not 
the self-righteous, back to God." 
  

TLB                                                 Matthew 9:9-13 
     

 
  Becoming Like Christ                           Be 

 

 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector's office; and He said to him, Be My disciple [side with My party and follow 
Me]. And he rose and followed Him.  And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, 
behold, many tax collectors and [especially wicked] sinners came and sat (reclined) 
with Him and His disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His 
disciples, Why does your Master eat with tax collectors and those [preeminently] 
sinful?  But when Jesus heard it, He replied, Those who are strong and well (healthy) 
have no need of a physician, but those who are weak and sick.  Go and learn what 
this means: I desire mercy [that is, readiness to help those in trouble] and not 
sacrifice and sacrificial victims. For I came not to call and invite [to repentance] the 
righteous (those who are upright and in right standing with God), but sinners (the 
erring ones and all those not free from sin). 
  
AMP                                                Matthew 9:9-13 
   

  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 
 

When Jesus was leaving, he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the 
tax collector’s booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow me,“ and he stood up 
and followed Jesus.  As Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, 
many tax collectors and “sinners“ came and ate with Jesus and his 
followers.  When the Pharisees saw this, they asked Jesus’ followers, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?“  When 
Jesus heard them, he said, “It is not the healthy people who need a 
doctor, but the sick.  Go and learn what this means: ’I want kindness 
more than I want animal sacrifices.’ I did not come to invite good people 
but to invite sinners.“  
  

NCV                                                Matthew 9:9-13 
 
    

 
  Becoming Like Christ                 Follow Me 

 

 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in 
the tax collector's booth; and He *said to him, "Follow Me!" And he got 
up and followed Him.  Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at 
the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were dining with Jesus and His disciples.  When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax 
collectors and sinners?"  But when Jesus heard this, He said, "It is not 
those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 
 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND 
NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 
  

NASB                                              Matthew 9:9-13 
 
  



Follow Me                                            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Becoming Like Christ – Matthew 9:9-13                           In Context: Read Matthew 9 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew 
got up and followed him.  While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him 
and his disciples.  When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
'sinners'?"  On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means: 'I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." Matthew 9:9-13 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
As Jesus went on from there, | he saw a man | named Matthew | sitting at the tax collector's booth. | "Follow me," | he told him, | and 
Matthew got up | and followed him.  | While Jesus | was having dinner at Matthew's house, | many tax collectors | and "sinners" | came 
and ate | with him | and | his disciples.  | When the Pharisees saw this, | they asked | his disciples, | "Why does | your teacher eat with 
tax collectors | and 'sinners'?"  | On hearing this, | Jesus said, | "It is not the healthy | who need a doctor, | but the sick.  | But go | and 
learn | what this means: '| I desire mercy, | not sacrifice.' | For I have not come | to call the righteous, | but sinners."                           
Matthew 9:9-13 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will drop everything to love, follow and serve you. You are my Savior and Lord. I will go where you guide me and do what you 
ask of me. I will also follow your example. Make me to be like you in all I think, say, and do as I live my life with and for you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How willing are you to drop everything to follow Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? 
What was the condition of your life before you began to follow Christ? 
How has the Lord healed and restored your soul as you have loved, followed and served Him? 
Where has the Lord led you to go and what has He given you to do as you have followed and served Him? 
Why is there nothing you would rather do than love, follow and serve the Lord? 
How are you following all the examples that Jesus Christ has set before you? 
How are you becoming more and more like Christ everyday as you love, follow and serve Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Follow the Lord to where He leads you to do what He gives you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you will become more and more like the Lord as you love, follow and serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are following all the examples Christ has set before you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Follow Me             Matthew 9        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you come and be a follower of Jesus Christ so you can become like Him in all you think, say and do. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will come and be your follower so I can become like you in all I think, say and do. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I become like you in all I think, say, and do as I follow you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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