
 Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with 
such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as 
much as they could understand.  He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own 
disciples, he explained everything. Mark 4:30-34 (NIV)  
 

What I Do Not Know 
 

That would help quite a bit. I would certainly listen attentively to that. What would help quite a bit? What would you listen to 
attentively? I would listen attentively to you. I would listen carefully to you teaching me what I do not know. That is very good. I 
have some questions for you. Go ahead, I’m listening. What have I been doing all these many years that you have been 
following me? Have I not been explaining to you what you do not know? Has not my Spirit been bringing to your 

remembrance what you have heard and seen in my word? Yes, that is true. You have regularly and continually been explaining 
to me what I do not know. So, you have no complaints? No, I certainly do not have any complaints. What do you have then? I 
have a desire to grow stronger in my faith. I have a desire to be more powerfully used by you. I have a desire to bear more fruit for 
your kingdom and bring more glory to your name. Those are all good desires you have in you. 
 
I have a few more questions to ask you. I’m still listening. That’s good. What will help you to grow stronger in your faith? 
What will help you to bear more fruit for my kingdom and bring more glory to my name? How will I be able to use you more 
powerfully? Those are all good questions. If I listen attentively to you, I will grow stronger in my faith. If I take your word deep into 
my heart and mind and life, I will grow stronger in my faith. As I put into practice what you teach me, I will grow stronger in my faith. 
Yes, all of this true. If I follow you to where you lead me and do what you ask of me, I will bear more fruit for your kingdom and 
bring more glory to your name. You will powerfully use me as I love, follow and serve you. Yes, I will. Along the way, as you follow 
and serve me, I will continue to teach you what you do not know. How does all this sound to you? It sounds fantastic! Thank 
you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I will listen attentively to you. I know you will explain all things to me. You will help me to know what I do not know. Grow the 
seed of faith in me, as I listen to you. Powerfully use me to plant seeds of faith in others, so that they will come to know you. Amen 
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Becoming Like Christ  Explained Everything 
 

 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, 
or what parable shall we use for it?  It is like a grain of mustard 
seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth,  yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, 
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  With 
many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it.  He did not speak to them without a parable, but 
privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
 

ESV                                                    Mark 4:30-34 
  

 
Becoming Like Christ  Explained Everything 
 

Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 
what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet 
when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 
plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch 
in its shade."  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word 
to them, as much as they could understand.  He did not say 
anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
 

NIV                                                      Mark 4:30-34 
 
  
 

    
Becoming Like Christ    Explained All Things 
 

Then He said, "To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or 
with what parable shall we picture it?  It is like a mustard seed 
which, when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than all the 
seeds on earth;  but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes 
greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that 
the birds of the air may nest under its shade."  And with many 
such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to 
hear it.  But without a parable He did not speak to them. And 
when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples. 
 

NKJV                                                  Mark 4:30-34 

  

 
Becoming Like Christ    Explained Everything 
 

Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What 
story should I use to illustrate it?  It is like a mustard seed 
planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds,  but it 
becomes the largest of all garden plants; it grows long 
branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.”  Jesus used 
many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as 
much as they could understand.  In fact, in his public ministry he 
never taught without using parables; but afterward, when he 
was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them. 
 

NLT                                                     Mark 4:30-34 

     
 
Becoming Like Christ Went Over Everything 
 

 "How can we picture God's kingdom? What kind of story can 
we use?  It's like a pine nut. When it lands on the ground it is 
quite small as seeds go,  yet once it is planted it grows into a 
huge pine tree with thick branches. Eagles nest in it."  With 
many stories like these, he presented his message to them, 
fitting the stories to their experience and maturity.  He was 
never without a story when he spoke. When he was alone with 
his disciples, he went over everything, sorting out the tangles, 
untying the knots. 
 

MSG                                                   Mark 4:30-34 
 

 
Becoming Like Christ  Explained Everything 
 

He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, 
or what parable will we use for it?  It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth;  yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade."  With many 
such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 
hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 

NRSV                                                  Mark 4:30-34 
  

Becoming Like Christ  Explain His Meaning 
 

 Jesus asked, "How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story 
shall I use to illustrate it?  It is like a tiny mustard seed! Though this 
is one of the smallest of seeds,  yet it grows to become one of the 
largest of plants, with long branches where birds can build their 
nests and be sheltered."  He used many such illustrations to teach 
the people as much as they were ready to understand.  In fact, he 
taught only by illustrations in his public teaching, but afterwards, 
when he was alone with his disciples, he would explain his meaning 
to them. 
 

TLB                                                     Mark 4:30-34 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ  Explained Everything 
 

And He said, With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use to illustrate and explain it?  It is like a grain of 
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
seeds upon the earth;  Yet after it is sown, it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all garden herbs and puts out large branches, so that the 
birds of the air are able to make nests and dwell in its shade.  With many 
such parables [Jesus] spoke the Word to them, as they were able to 
hear and to comprehend and understand.  He did not tell them anything 
without a parable; but privately to His disciples (those who were 
peculiarly His own) He explained everything [fully].  
 

AMP                                                    Mark 4:30-34 
  

Becoming Like Christ  Explained Everything 
 

Then Jesus said, “How can I show you what the kingdom of God is 
like? What story can I use to explain it?  The kingdom of God is like 
a mustard seed, the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  But 
when planted, this seed grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants. It produces large branches, and the wild birds can 
make nests in its shade.“  Jesus used many stories like these to 
teach the crowd God’s message—as much as they could 
understand.  He always used stories to teach them. But when he 
and his followers were alone, Jesus explained everything to them. 
 

NCV                                                    Mark 4:30-34 

    

 
Becoming Like Christ  Explaining Everything 
 

 And He said, "How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what 
parable shall we present it?  "It is like a mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are 
upon the soil,  yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger 
than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that THE 
BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER ITS SHADE."  With many 
such parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they 
were able to hear it;  and He did not speak to them without a 
parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own 
disciples.  
 

NASB                                                  Mark 4:30-34 
  



Explained Everything                    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Becoming Like Christ – Mark 4:30-34                                    In Context: Read Mark 4 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such 
big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."  With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as 
they could understand.  He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 
explained everything. Mark 4:30-34 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Again he said, | "What shall we say | the kingdom of God is like, | or what parable | shall we use | to describe it?  | It is like | a mustard 
seed, | which is | the smallest seed | you plant in the ground.  | Yet when planted, | it grows | and | becomes the largest | of all | garden 
plants, | with such big branches | that the birds | of the air | can perch | in its shade."  | With many similar parables | Jesus spoke | the 
word to them, | as much | as they could understand.  | He did not say anything to them | without using a parable. | But when | he was 
alone | with his own disciples, | he explained everything. Mark 4:30-34 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will listen attentively to you. I know you will explain all things to me. You will help me to know what I do not know. Grow the 
seed of faith in me, as I listen to you. Powerfully use me to plant seeds of faith in others, so that they will come to know you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you allowing the seed of faith to grow in your life? 
How has the seed of faith grown in you as you have listened attentively to the Lord? 
How has the Lord explained what you did not know as you have listened carefully to Him? 
How motivated are you in seeing the seed of faith planted in others? 
What steps have you taken to be prepared to engage in planting seeds of faith in others? 
How has the Lord been powerfully using you to go and plant seeds of faith in others? 
How has the seed of faith continued to grow in you even while you have been planting it in others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Listen attentively to the Lord so that the seed of faith will grow in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will powerfully use you to plant seeds of faith in others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has used you to plant seeds of faith in others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explained Everything          Mark 4           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow your faith to grow by listening to the Lord. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will listen to you so you can grow my faith. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to grow my faith as I listen to you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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