
 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the 
LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike 
you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the 
earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear 
that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV)  
 

Battles 
 

I have had my share of those. You have had your share of what? I have had my share of giant problems and seemingly unwinnable 
battles. How have you responded to giant problems and unwinnable battles? Many times, maybe most times, I have responded 
in two very unwise and unsuccessful ways to giant problems and unwinnable battles. I’m listening. I have run away from giant 
problems and unwinnable battles. Why is that? I am not a huge fan of conflict. I am also not the boldest and most courageous 

person you will find. So, in the face of giants and unwinnable battles, I have turned to run away from them as fast as I can. How do 
you feel about running away from giant problems and unwinnable battles? It has never felt very satisfying. It feels more 
defeating than if I had stayed and fought and lost. At least staying to fight would not leave me feeling like a cowering coward. How 
else have you responded to giant problems and unwinnable battles? My second most common response has been to fight to 
the bitter end, with my own strength. How has that worked out for you? Relying on my own strength to fight losing battles has left 
me discouraged and defeated and depressed. So, neither of your approaches has given you any kind of victory? No, not at 
all. 
 
How do you want to respond to giant problems and seemingly unwinnable battles? What would you like to do differently? 
I don’t want to run away. I don’t want to rely on my own strength. I have had far too much experience to know that those are both 
losing propositions. I know that it is not your plan for me to live in defeat. What is my plan for you? It is your plan for me to rely on 
you. It is your plan for me to ask for your help. It is your plan for me to allow you to fight with me and for me. And the emphasis has 
to be on your fighting for me. That’s right. Have I fought with and for you? Have I led you to victory over giant problems and 
in unwinnable battles? Yes, many times. What has happened to you when I have led you to victory? My faith in you has 
grown. My heart has been filled with joy and thanksgiving. My life has overflowed with praise and honor and glory to you. Why is 
that? You have fought with and for me. You have done in and through me only what you could do. You have allowed me to 
accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans. Would you like me to continue to lead you in victory? Yes Lord, I would. Then 
keep on relying on me. Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 

 
 

 
Lord, I have faced giant problems and seemingly unwinnable battles. Many times, I have mistakenly and unsuccessfully tried to fight them 

with my own strength. Now, I know better. Now, I will rely on you to help me to face giant problems and unwinnable battles. Amen 
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  Promises                       The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with 
a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and 
cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the 
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that 
all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and 
spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.”  
 

ESV                                           1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

 

 
  Promises                   The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear 
and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the 
LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your 
head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that 
there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by 
sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and 
he will give all of you into our hands."  
 

NIV                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
    

  Promises                       The Battle Is The Lord’s 
 

Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a 
spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of 
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day 
the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take 
your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp of 
the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this 
assembly shall know that the LORD does not save with sword and 
spear; for the battle is the LORD'S, and He will give you into our hands."  
 

NKJV                                         1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

  

 
  Promises                        This Is The Lord’s Battle 

 

David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the LORD 
will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And then I will 
give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the 
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! And everyone 
assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, but not with 
sword and spear. This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to us!”  
 

NLT                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

     
 

  Promises                  The Battle Belongs To God 
 

David answered, "You come at me with sword and spear and battle-ax. I 
come at you in the name of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of 
Israel's troops, whom you curse and mock. This very day GOD is 
handing you over to me. I'm about to kill you, cut off your head, and 
serve up your body and the bodies of your Philistine buddies to the 
crows and coyotes. The whole earth will know that there's an 
extraordinary God in Israel. And everyone gathered here will learn that 
GOD doesn't save by means of sword or spear. The battle belongs to 
GOD—he's handing you to us on a platter!"  
 

MSG                                          1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
 

 
  Promises                       The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

But David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear 
and javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very day the LORD 
will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your 
head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day 
to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the earth, so that all the 
earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly 
may know that the LORD does not save by sword and spear; for the 
battle is the LORD's and he will give you into our hand."  
 

NRSV                                        1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

  
  Promises          He Works Without Regard To Human Means 

 

David shouted in reply, "You come to me with a sword and a spear, but I 
come to you in the name of the Lord of the armies of heaven and of 
Israel—the very God whom you have defied. Today the Lord will conquer 
you, and I will kill you and cut off your head; and then I will give the dead 
bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world 
will know that there is a God in Israel! And Israel will learn that the Lord 
does not depend on weapons to fulfill his plans—he works without 
regard to human means! He will give you to us!"  
 

TLB                                            1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

    

 
  Promises                   The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then said David to the Philistine, You come to me with a sword, a spear, 
and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the ranks of Israel, Whom you have defied. This day the Lord will 
deliver you into my hand, and I will smite you and cut off your head. And 
I will give the corpses of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds 
of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the 
Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He 
will give you into our hands.  
 

AMP                                          1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

  
  Promises               The Battle Belongs To Him 

 

But David said to him, “You come to me using a sword and two spears. 
But I come to you in the name of the LORD All-Powerful, the God of the 
armies of Israel! You have spoken against him. Today the LORD will 
hand you over to me, and I’ll kill you and cut off your head. Today I’ll 
feed the bodies of the Philistine soldiers to the birds of the air and the 
wild animals. Then all the world will know there is a God in Israel! 
Everyone gathered here will know the LORD does not need swords or 
spears to save people. The battle belongs to him, and he will hand you 
over to us.“  
 

NCV                                           1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 

    

 
  Promises                   The Battle Is The Lord’s 

 

Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted. "This day the 
LORD will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and 
remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army 
of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of 
the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and 
that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not deliver by 
sword or by spear; for the battle is the LORD'S and He will give you into 
our hands."  
 

NASB                                         1 Samuel 17:45-47 
 
  



The Battle Is The Lord’s              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – 1 Samuel 17:45-47                                       In Context: Read 1 Samuel 17 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down 
and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the 
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD 
saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands." 1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
David said to the Philistine, | "You come against me | with sword and spear and javelin, | but I come against you | in the name | of the 
LORD Almighty, | the God of the armies of Israel, | whom you have defied.  | This day | the LORD will hand you over to me, | and I'll 
strike you down | and cut off your head. | Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army | to the birds of the air and the beasts 
of the earth,|  and the whole world | will know that | there is a God in Israel.  | All those gathered here | will know | that it is not by 
sword or spear | that the LORD saves; | for the battle | is the LORD's, | and he will | give all of you | into our hands."                                          
1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have faced giant problems and seemingly unwinnable battles. Many times, I have mistakenly and unsuccessfully tried to fight 
them with my own strength. Now, I know better. Now, I will rely on you to help me to face giant problems and unwinnable battles. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you faced what seemed to be an insurmountable giant and an unwinnable battle? 
How have seemingly insurmountable giants and unwinnable battles caused you to rely on the Lord? 
How has your faith in the Lord grown stronger as you have relied on Him to bring you through battles in life? 
What giant problems and battles can you now be thankful for because of how the Lord has led you through them? 
How has the Lord fought for you and given you victories that you could not have achieved by yourself? 
How are you now making it your practice to rely on the Lord to fight with and for you in the battles of life? 
How has the Lord received glory and honor for giving you victories you could not have won by yourself? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to fight with and for you in all the battles of life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will fight with you and for you in the battles of life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has fought with and for you in the battles of life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Battle Is The Lord’s           1 Samuel 17      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the Lord to fight with and for you in the battles of life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely in you to fight with and for me in the battles of life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I rely on you to fight with and for me in the battles of life? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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