
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.              
Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 

 

Intended For Good 
 

Do you believe that I can do that? Do I believe that you can do what? Do you believe that I can bring good, even out of bad? 
Do you believe that I can take someone’s awful behavior and terrible mistreatment of you and use it for good? In other 
words, can I use whatever happens to you to accomplish my purposes and fulfill my plans? I will tell you what I don’t believe. 
What don’t you believe? I don’t believe you are the author of my being harmed and mistreated by others. That’s good, because 
I am not the author of your harm. But you have not answered my question. Can I take what has caused you pain and even 
suffering and turn that around and bring good out of your life? I believe that you can do all things. With you nothing is 
impossible. With you all things are possible. You can redeem every situation. You can use any and every circumstance of my life 

for your kingdom and glory. Yes, I have. Yes, I can. Yes, I will. I will however say two things. Go ahead, I’m listening. I don’t 
expect to like going through pain and suffering even with the knowledge that you will be able to use it in some way for your kingdom 
and glory. No one likes going through pain and suffering. What else do you want to say? I don’t expect to understand or know 
how you will someday use even painful and trouble circumstances to accomplish your purposes and plans through my life. 
Sometimes, I may understand by looking back over my life. Maybe, I will never, in this life, understand how you have or will use 
something I have gone through for your purposes and plans. Do you always need to understand? Must everything always make 
sense to you? No, I don’t always need to understand. No, everything doesn’t always need to make sense to me. I do know that I 
can and will place all my faith in you, even when something doesn’t make sense, or I do not understand. My overriding desire is to 
bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. That is very good. 
 
I do want to discuss one more thing with you. There is something that will short circuit my ability to work in and through 
you. There is something you must do when you are harmed and mistreated. What is that? You must forgive others. You 
must not harbor anger and resentment. You must not become bitter or resentful. You must love and forgive others just as 
I love and forgive you. That I will do. Then I will be able to use every circumstance you go through in life for my kingdom 
and glory. You will shine brightly in the world for me. You will bear fruit for my Kingdom and bring glory to my name. That 
is the desire of my heart. That is very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, when someone has deliberately harmed me it has been hard for me to forgive them. I have held on to bitterness and anger. Forgive 

and heal me. Take the harm done against me and powerfully use it for your good purposes. Bear fruit through my life. Amen 
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  Promises                           Meant It For Good 

 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today.  
 

ESV                                                  Genesis 50:20 
 

 

 
  Promises                          Intended It For Good 

 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.  
 

NIV                                                    Genesis 50:20 
 
 
 
 
    

  Promises                           Meant It For Good 
 

But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 
this day, to save many people alive.  
 

NKJV                                                Genesis 50:20 

 

  

 
  Promises                    Intended It All For Good 

 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it all 
for good. He brought me to this position so I could 
save the lives of many people.  
 

NLT                                                    Genesis 50:20 
 

     
 

  Promises        Those Same Plans For My Good 
 

Don't you see, you planned evil against me but 
God used those same plans for my good, as you 
see all around you right now—life for many people.  
 

MSG                                                 Genesis 50:20 
 

 

 
  Promises                          Intended It For Good 

 

Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today.  
 

NRSV                                                Genesis 50:20 
 

  
  Promises     Turned Into Good What You Meant For Evil 

 

As far as I am concerned, God turned into good 
what you meant for evil, for he brought me to this 
high position I have today so that I could save the 
lives of many people.  
 

TLB                                                   Genesis 50:20 
 

    

 
  Promises                           Meant It For Good 

 

As for you, you thought evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are this day.  
 

AMP                                                  Genesis 50:20 
 

  
  Promises               Turned Your Evil Into Good 

 

You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil 
into good to save the lives of many people, which 
is being done.  
 

NCV                                                  Genesis 50:20 
 

    

 
  Promises                           Meant It For Good 

 

"As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good in order to bring about this 
present result, to preserve many people alive.  
 

NASB                                                Genesis 50:20 
 

  



Intended For Good                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Genesis 50:20                                                In Context: Read Genesis 50 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  
Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
You intended | to harm me, | but God intended it | for good | to accomplish | what is | now being done, | the saving | of many lives.  
Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, when someone has deliberately harmed me it has been hard for me to forgive them. I have held on to bitterness and anger. Forgive 
and heal me. Take the harm done against me and powerfully use it for your good purposes. Bear fruit through my life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has someone taken deliberate actions to harm you? 
What have you had to suffer because someone took deliberate actions to harm? 
How difficult has it been for you to forgive someone who took deliberate actions to harm you? 
Why would it be a mistake for you to hold on to anger and bitterness against someone who harmed you? 
How has the Lord comforted and healed you from harmful actions taken against you? 
How has the Lord used even the harm done against you to accomplish His good purposes? 
How has the Lord born fruit for His kingdom through you, despite the harm done against you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to use even the harm done against you to accomplish His good purposes through you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord can even use the harm done against to accomplish His good purposes through you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has used harm done against you to accomplish good. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Intended It For Good           Genesis 50        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you have faith to believe that God will take bad done against you and use it for good. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I have faith to believe that you will take bad done against me and use it for good. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will take bad done against me and use it for good? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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