
A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.  Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man's 
rebuke to a listening ear.  Like the coolness of snow at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to those who send him; he refreshes 
the spirit of his masters. Proverbs 25:11-13 (NIV)  
 

Speak And Act Wisely 
 

Do you want to be able to speak the right words at the right time? Do you want to be able to share wise words that will 
uplift, encourage, and guard and guide others? Do you want to be able to speak life giving words that will refresh others 
like the coolness of snow at harvest time? In other words, do you want me to speak through you? Do you want me to use 
you? Do you want to be able to speak and act wisely? How could I say no to any of your questions? I would be foolish to say 
no to any one of your questions. Yes, I want to be able to speak the right words at the right time. Yes, I want to be able to share 
wise words with others. Of course, I want to speak life giving words. I do want you to use me. I do want you to speak through me. I 

want to be able to speak and act wisely. I am glad to hear you saying yes to all my questions. Now, comes the hard part. What 
must you do if you want to be able to speak the right words at the right time? What must you do if you want my wisdom to 
come out of your mouth? What must come before wise speaking or wise acting? I see where this is headed. Let me hear 
what you have to say. Wise listening comes before wise speaking or wise acting. That is correct. Why do you suppose I referred 
to that has the hard part? I have not been known to be a good listener. Why is that? To be honest, at many points, I have been 
full of myself. I have been something of a know it all. I have been filled with pride. Instead of being quick to listen and slow to speak, 
I have been just the opposite. I have been quick to speak and slow to listen. If I want to speak wisely, I will need to listen wisely. I 
need to listen more attentively. I need to speak more carefully. Wisdom does not reside in me. Wisdom does not come naturally to 
me. Without your counsel, without your help, I am sure to offer my own foolish and unwise opinions. So, to be clear, for me to be 
able to think and speak and act wisely, I need to ask you for wisdom. When you give me wisdom, I need to listen to it and act on it. 
So, I need to slow down and ask for your wisdom. I need to wait to hear from you. Only then will I be able to speak and act wisely. 
Will you ask for my wisdom? Will you listen attentively to me? Will you act on the wisdom I give to you? Yes Lord, I will. 
That will be very good. 

 
 
 
 
 

Lord, I know pride has hindered my ability to hear words of wisdom. I have been something of a know it all. Forgive me. Help me to be able 

to hear and receive and act on words of wisdom. Help me to also be able to speak life giving words of wisdom to others. Amen 
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Promises                             A Word Fitly Spoken 
 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver. 
Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a 
listening ear.  Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest is a 
faithful messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the 
soul of his masters. 
 

ESV                                           Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

 

 
Promises                           A Word Aptly Spoken 
 

A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 
Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise 
man's rebuke to a listening ear.  Like the coolness of snow at 
harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to those who send him; 
he refreshes the spirit of his masters. 
 

NIV                                             Proverbs 25:11-13 
 
  
 
    

Promises                             A Word Fitly Spoken 
 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold In settings of silver. 
Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold Is a wise 
rebuker to an obedient ear.  Like the cold of snow in time of 
harvest Is a faithful messenger to those who send him, For he 
refreshes the soul of his masters. Proverbs 25:11-13 (NKJV)  
 

NKJV                                          Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

  

 
Promises                                        Timely Advice 
 

Timely advice is lovely, like golden apples in a silver basket.  To 
one who listens, valid criticism is like a gold earring or other gold 
jewelry.  Trustworthy messengers refresh like snow in summer. 
They revive the spirit of their employer. 
 

NLT                                             Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

     
 
Promises      The Right Word At The Right Time 
 

The right word at the right time is like a custom-made piece of 
jewelry,  And a wise friend's timely reprimand is like a gold ring 
slipped on your finger.  Reliable friends who do what they say 
are like cool drinks in sweltering heat—refreshing!  
 

MSG                                           Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

 

 
Promises                             A Word Fitly Spoken 
 

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver. 
Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise rebuke to a 
listening ear.  Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest are 
faithful messengers to those who send them; they refresh the 
spirit of their masters. 
 

NRSV                                         Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

  
Promises                                       Timely Advice 
 

Timely advice is as lovely as gold apples in a silver basket.  It is 
a badge of honor to accept valid criticism.  A faithful employee 
is as refreshing as a cool day in the hot summertime. 
 

TLB                                             Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

    

 
Promises                             A Word Fitly Spoken 
 

A word fitly spoken and in due season is like apples of gold in 
settings of silver.  Like an earring or nose ring of gold or an 
ornament of fine gold is a wise reprover to an ear that listens 
and obeys.  Like the cold of snow [brought from the mountains] 
in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to those who 
send him; for he refreshes the life of his masters. 
 

AMP                                           Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

  
Promises      Right Word Spoken At The Right Time 
 

The right word spoken at the right time is as beautiful as gold 
apples in a silver bowl.  A wise warning to someone who will 
listen is as valuable as gold earrings or fine gold jewelry. 
Trustworthy messengers refresh those who send them, like the 
coolness of snow in the summertime. 
 

NCV                                           Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

    

 
Promises    A Word Spoken In Right Circumstances 
 

Like apples of gold in settings of silver Is a word spoken in right 
circumstances.  Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine 
gold Is a wise reprover to a listening ear.  Like the cold of snow 
in the time of harvest Is a faithful messenger to those who send 
him, For he refreshes the soul of his masters. 
 

NASB                                         Proverbs 25:11-13 
 

  



A Word Aptly Spoken                    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Proverbs 25:11-13                                         In Context: Read Proverbs 25 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.  Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man's rebuke 
to a listening ear.  Like the coolness of snow at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the spirit 
of his masters. Proverbs 25:11-13 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
A word aptly spoken | is like apples of gold | in settings of silver.  | Like an earring of gold | or an ornament of fine gold | is a wise man's 
rebuke | to a listening ear.  | Like the coolness of snow | at harvest time | is a trustworthy messenger | to those | who send him; | he 
refreshes | the spirit | of his masters. Proverbs 25:11-13 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know pride has hindered my ability to hear words of wisdom. I have been something of a know it all. Forgive me. Help me to be 
able to hear and receive and act on words of wisdom. Help me to also be able to speak life giving words of wisdom to others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How willing are you to have a listening ear to a hear a rebuke from a wise person? 
When have you discovered that pride prevented you from hearing words of wisdom spoken to you? 
What course corrections have you made because you heard and received wisdom from a wise person? 
Why will you suffer if you think you know it all and are unable to hear and receive words of wisdom? 
Why will it be unlikely that you will be able to speak words of wisdom if you can’t hear words of wisdom? 
When has the Lord used you to aptly speak words of wisdom that greatly benefited another person? 
Why is it true that your words can either bring healing or cause damage in the life of another? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Ask the Lord to help you to be able to both hear and speak words of wisdom. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will make you able to both hear and speak words of wisdom. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how words of wisdom have changed the course of your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Word Aptly Spoken          Proverbs 25      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be able to hear and speak words of wisdom. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to be able to both hear and speak words of wisdom. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I hear and speak words of wisdom today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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