
 "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.  You 
brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good 
man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  But I 
tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words 
you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned." Matthew 12:33-37 (NIV) 

 

Fruit 
 

What fruit is your life bearing? I’m not sure what you mean. Is your life bearing good or bad fruit? Can you be more specific? 
Yes, I can be more specific. Are your thoughts and words and actions, good and right and true? Are your thoughts and 
words and actions, helpful and healing? Are your thoughts and words and actions, uplifting and encouraging? Are your 
thoughts and words and actions building others up rather than tearing them down? Now, I understand what you are asking 

of me. Do you have an answer for me? To all your questions, I have one answer, I would have to say sometimes, maybe most 
the time, but not always. Occasionally, and maybe more frequently than that, something regrettable comes out of my mouth. I don’t 
know where these thoughtless and careless and regrettable words originate. I don’t know why these hurtful and harmful words come 
out of my mouth. I do. You do? Yes, I do. Whatever is in your heart, good or bad, will one day come spilling out of your life, 
in your thoughts and words and actions. So, does my heart need changing? Good question.  Yes, your heart needs changing. 
How will that happen? How can that be possible? Whatever you store in your heart will one day come out of your life, 
guaranteed, without a doubt, without any exceptions. What should I store in my heart? You tell me. I should store your word in 
my heart. Storing your word in my heart will change my heart. Storing your word in my heart will transform my mind. Storing your 
word in my heart will guide the course of my entire life. If your word is stored in me, it will always come spilling out of me. Your word 
will give me your thoughts to think, your words to speak and your actions to take. Your word will do its work in me so that I can bear 
fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. Yes, it will. Will you store my word in you? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very 
good. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I want my life to bear good fruit for your kingdom and glory. I want good thoughts and words and actions to overflow my life. I will 

store your word in my heart. Use your word to change my heart, transform my mind and guide the course of my entire life. Amen 
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Promises                                Known By Its Fruit  
 

“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 
bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  You 
brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  The 
good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the 
evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  I tell you, on 
the day of judgment people will give account for every careless 
word they speak,  for by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” 
 

ESV                                             Matthew 12:33-37 
 
 

 
Promises                        Recognized By Its Fruit  
 

"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad 
and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.  You 
brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? 
For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The 
good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, 
and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in 
him.  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day 
of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by 
your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned." 
 

NIV                                              Matthew 12:33-37 
 
  
 

    
Promises                        Recognized By Its Fruit  
 

"Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the 
tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.  Brood 
of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  A good man 
out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 
 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they 
will give account of it in the day of judgment.  For by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 
 

NKJV                                           Matthew 12:33-37 
 
  

 
Promises                              Identified By Its Fruit  
 

“A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be 
good. If a tree is bad, its fruit will be bad.  You brood of snakes! 
How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For 
whatever is in your heart determines what you say.  A good 
person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, 
and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an 
evil heart.  And I tell you this, you must give an account on 
judgment day for every idle word you speak.  The words you say 
will either acquit you or condemn you.”  
 

NLT                                              Matthew 12:33-37 
 
     

 
Promises       Fruit Tells You All About The Tree 
 

 "If you grow a healthy tree, you'll pick healthy fruit. If you grow a 
diseased tree, you'll pick worm-eaten fruit. The fruit tells you about 
the tree.  "You have minds like a snake pit! How do you suppose 
what you say is worth anything when you are so foul-minded? It's 
your heart, not the dictionary, that gives meaning to your words.  A 
good person produces good deeds and words season after season. 
An evil person is a blight on the orchard.  Let me tell you something: 
Every one of these careless words is going to come back to haunt 
you. There will be a time of Reckoning. Words are powerful; take 
them seriously.  Words can be your salvation. Words can also be 
your damnation." 
 

MSG                                           Matthew 12:33-37 
  

 
Promises                        Recognized By Its Fruit  
 

 "Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree 
bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  You 
brood of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are 
evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 
 The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, 
and the evil person brings evil things out of an evil treasure.  I 
tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an 
account for every careless word you utter;  for by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."  
 

NRSV                                          Matthew 12:33-37 
 
  

Promises                            Identified By Its Fruit  
 

"A tree is identified by its fruit. A tree from a select variety 
produces good fruit; poor varieties don’t.  You brood of snakes! 
How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For 
a man’s heart determines his speech.  A good man’s speech 
reveals the rich treasures within him. An evil-hearted man is 
filled with venom, and his speech reveals it.  And I tell you this, 
that you must give account on Judgment Day for every idle 
word you speak.  Your words now reflect your fate then: either 
you will be justified by them or you will be condemned." 
 

TLB                                             Matthew 12:33-37 
 
    

 
Promises       Known And Recognized And Judged By Its Fruit  
 
Either make the tree sound (healthy and good), and its fruit sound (healthy 
and good), or make the tree rotten (diseased and bad), and its fruit rotten 
(diseased and bad); for the tree is known and recognized and judged by its 
fruit.  You offspring of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are 
evil (wicked)? For out of the fullness (the overflow, the superabundance) of the 
heart the mouth speaks.  The good man from his inner good treasure flings 
forth good things, and the evil man out of his inner evil storehouse flings forth 
evil things.  But I tell you, on the day of judgment men will have to give 
account for every idle (inoperative, nonworking) word they speak.  For by your 
words you will be justified and acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned and sentenced.. 
 

AMP                                            Matthew 12:33-37 
 
  

Promises                 Known By The Kind Of Fruit  
 

“If you want good fruit, you must make the tree good. If your tree is 
not good, it will have bad fruit. A tree is known by the kind of fruit it 
produces.  You snakes! You are evil people, so how can you say 
anything good? The mouth speaks the things that are in the heart. 
 Good people have good things in their hearts, and so they say 
good things. But evil people have evil in their hearts, so they say 
evil things.  And I tell you that on the Judgment Day people will be 
responsible for every careless thing they have said.  The words you 
have said will be used to judge you. Some of your words will prove 
you right, but some of your words will prove you guilty.“ 
 

NCV                                            Matthew 12:33-37 
 
    

 
Promises                                Known By Its Fruit  
 

"Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 
bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  "You 
brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? 
For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  "The 
good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the 
evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.  "But I tell 
you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give 
an accounting for it in the day of judgment.  "For by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."  
 

NASB                                          Matthew 12:33-37 
 
  



Recognized By Its Fruit               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Matthew 12:33-37                                         In Context: Read Matthew 12 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit.  You brood 
of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.  But I tell you that 
men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, 
and by your words you will be condemned." Matthew 12:33-37 (NIV) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Make a tree good | and its fruit will be good, | or make a tree bad | and its fruit | will be bad, | for a tree | is recognized | by its fruit.  | 
You brood of vipers, | how can you | who are evil | say anything good? | For out of | the overflow | of the heart | the mouth speaks. | 
The good man | brings good things | out of | the good | stored up | in him, | and the | evil man | brings evil things | out of | the evil | 
stored up | in him. | But I tell you that | men will have to | give account | on the day | of judgment | for every | careless word | they 
have spoken. | For by your words | you will be acquitted, | and by | your words | you will | be condemned."             
Matthew 12:33-37 (NIV) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I want my life to bear good fruit for your kingdom and glory. I want good thoughts and words and actions to overflow my life. I 
will store your word in my heart. Use your word to change my heart, transform my mind and guide the course of my entire life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will a good or bad tree always be recognized and known by its fruit? 
Why can you be sure that whatever is in your heart, good or bad, will overflow out of it? 
How are you making every effort to store good things in your heart? 
What good things from God’s word are you regularly storing in your heart? 
What good things, stored in your heart, are overflowing your thoughts, words and actions? 
What would people think and say about you based on the fruit your life is displaying? 
Why is it critically important that you don’t allow yourself to utter careless, thoughtless and destructive words? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Store up good things in your heart so the fruit of good thoughts and words and actions will come out of your life.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the good you store in your heart will come out in your thoughts and words and actions. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord is helping you to store good things in your heart. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recognized By Its Fruit          Matthew 12      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you store good things in your heart so that they will be brought out of your life. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will store up good things in my heart so that they can be brought out of my life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I store up good things in my heart so that they can be brought out of my life? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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