
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for 
you,  who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In 
this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that 
your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV)  

 
Your Thoughts? 

 
What are your thoughts? Tell me what you are thinking? I am thinking about your kindness and mercy and love. How so? You 

did not need to save me. You did not have to rescue me from living a life without you. Nothing required you to extend your kindness 
and mercy and love to me. Your thoughts are not correct. How so? If I have this great love for you, wouldn’t I be compelled 
to action? How could I fail to rescue you from living a life without me? How could I let you go? How could I forget about 
you? If I love you, wouldn’t I go to the greatest lengths possible to extend my gift of salvation to you? There should be no 
wonder or doubt in your mind about how much I love you and to what length I would go to save you. My love for you was 
very costly to me. I sent my Son into the world to live and die for you. He shed His blood as payment for your sins. He died 
so that you could live. His sacrifice made it so you could be forgiven of all your sins and cleansed of all your 
unrighteousness. You now have a new life. You have been born again. A place is now being kept in heaven for you. One 
day you will come to live forever in heaven with me. You are and can continue to be filled with inexpressible and glorious 
joy because you are, and have, and will receive the goal of your faith which is the salvation of your soul. 
 
Tell me your thoughts again. What are you now thinking? I am in awe. I am bowed down in worship. I am filled with thanksgiving 
and praise to you. I am overflowing with joy. My heart and mind and life are focused on you. I am looking to you as I continue to live 
the life you have given me to live. Nothing from this life, no pain or suffering or trial, will discourage or depress me because of all the 
hope I have in you. My future with you is secure. My life forever in heaven with you, is being kept for me. I like your thoughts. You 
are now thinking correctly. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your great mercy in giving me a new birth through your son Jesus Christ. Thank you for keeping an 

inheritance in heaven for me as I live a life of faith in you. Strengthen me to endure trials, until I come to live forever with you. Amen 
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Promises             According To His Great Mercy 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,  to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you,  who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,  so that 
the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though 
it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.  Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
 

ESV                                                     1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
 

 
Promises                               In His Great Mercy 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,  and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for 
you,  who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have 
come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

NIV                                                      1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
  
 

    
Promises       According To His Abundant Mercy 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  who are kept by the power of God 
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 
trials,  that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ,  whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not 
see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  receiving 
the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. 
 

NKJV                                                   1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

  

 
Promises                               By His Great Mercy 
 

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have 
been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great 
expectation,  and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for 
you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And through your faith, God 
is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on 
the last day for all to see.  So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you 
have to endure many trials for a little while.  These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It 
is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than 
mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much 
praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.  You 
love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust 
him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.  The reward for trusting him will be the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

NLT                                                      1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
     

 
Promises               What A Great God We Have! 
 

What a God we have! And how fortunate we are to have him, this Father of our 
Master Jesus! Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we've been given a brand-
new life and have everything to live for,  including a future in heaven—and the future 
starts now!  God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming 
when you'll have it all—life healed and whole.  I know how great this makes you feel, 
even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. 
 Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this 
suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it's your faith, not 
your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory.  You never saw 
him, yet you love him. You still don't see him, yet you trust him—with laughter and 
singing.  Because you kept on believing, you'll get what you're looking forward to: 
total salvation. 
 

MSG                                                    1 Peter 1:3-9 
  

 
Promises                              By His Great Mercy 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead,  and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you,  who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have had to suffer various trials,  so that the genuineness of your 
faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,  for you 
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

NRSV                                                  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
  

Promises              For It Is His Boundless Mercy 
 

All honor to God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; for it is his boundless mercy 
that has given us the privilege of being born again so that we are now members of God’s 
own family. Now we live in the hope of eternal life because Christ rose again from the dead. 
 And God has reserved for his children the priceless gift of eternal life; it is kept in heaven for 
you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.  And God, in his mighty 
power, will make sure that you get there safely to receive it because you are trusting him. It 
will be yours in that coming last day for all to see.  So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy 
ahead, even though the going is rough for a while down here.  These trials are only to test 
your faith, to see whether or not it is strong and pure. It is being tested as fire tests gold and 
purifies it—and your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold; so if your faith remains 
strong after being tried in the test tube of fiery trials, it will bring you much praise and glory 
and honor on the day of his return.  You love him even though you have never seen him; 
though not seeing him, you trust him; and even now you are happy with the inexpressible joy 
that comes from heaven itself.  And your further reward for trusting him will be the salvation 
of your souls. 

TLB                                                     1 Peter 1:3-9 
     

 
Promises                      By His Boundless Mercy 
 

Praised (honored, blessed) be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah)! 
By His boundless mercy we have been born again to an ever-living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  [Born anew] into an inheritance which is beyond 
the reach of change and decay [imperishable], unsullied and unfading, reserved in heaven 
for you,  Who are being guarded (garrisoned) by God's power through [your] faith [till you 
fully inherit that final] salvation that is ready to be revealed [for you] in the last time.  [You 
should] be exceedingly glad on this account, though now for a little while you may be 
distressed by trials and suffer temptations,  So that [the genuineness] of your faith may be 
tested, [your faith] which is infinitely more precious than the perishable gold which is tested 
and purified by fire. [This proving of your faith is intended] to redound to [your] praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One) is revealed.  Without 
having seen Him, you love Him; though you do not [even] now see Him, you believe in Him 
and exult and thrill with inexpressible and glorious (triumphant, heavenly) joy.  [At the same 
time] you receive the result (outcome, consummation) of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 

AMP                                                   1 Peter 1:3-9 
   

Promises                           In God’s Great Mercy 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In God’s great mercy he 
has caused us to be born again into a living hope, because Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead.  Now we hope for the blessings God has for his children. These blessings, 
which cannot be destroyed or be spoiled or lose their beauty, are kept in heaven for 
you.  God’s power protects you through your faith until salvation is shown to you at 
the end of time.  This makes you very happy, even though now for a short time 
different kinds of troubles may make you sad.  These troubles come to prove that 
your faith is pure. This purity of faith is worth more than gold, which can be proved to 
be pure by fire but will ruin. But the purity of your faith will bring you praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is shown to you.  You have not seen Christ, but still 
you love him. You cannot see him now, but you believe in him. So you are filled with 
a joy that cannot be explained, a joy full of glory.  And you are receiving the goal of 
your faith—the salvation of your souls. 
 

NCV                                                    1 Peter 1:3-9 
     

 
Promises             According To His Great Mercy 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  who are protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  and though you have 
not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, 
you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  obtaining as the outcome 
of your faith the salvation of your souls. 
 

NASB                                                  1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
  



In His Great Mercy                         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

Promises – 1 Peter 1:3-9                                                     In Context: Read 1 Peter 1 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,  who 
through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith-
-of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Praise be to the God | and Father |of our Lord Jesus Christ! | In his great mercy | he has given us new birth | into a living hope through 
the resurrection | of Jesus Christ | from the dead,  | and into an inheritance | that can never perish, spoil or fade--| kept in heaven for 
you,  | who through faith | are shielded by God's power | until the coming of the salvation | that is ready | to be revealed in the last 
time.  | In this you greatly rejoice, | though now for a little while | you may have had to suffer grief | in all kinds of trials.  | These have 
come so that your faith--| of greater worth than gold, | which perishes even though refined by fire--| may be proved genuine | and may 
result in | praise, glory and honor | when Jesus Christ is revealed.  | Though you have not seen him, | you love him; | and even though 
| you do not see him now, | you believe in him and are filled | with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  | for you are receiving | the goal 
of your faith, | the salvation of your souls. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your great mercy in giving me a new birth through your son Jesus Christ. Thank you for keeping an 
inheritance in heaven for me as I live a life of faith in you. Strengthen me to endure trials, until I come to live forever with you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How encouraging is it to know that you have an inheritance that is being kept in heaven for you? 
How joyful are you that God has given you a new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
What thanks and praise would you like to offer to God for the great mercy He has extended to you? 
How has your faith in God been a shield of protection around you as you walk with Him through life? 
Why are you able to keep on rejoicing even when you go through trials that are part of this life? 
How has your faith grown stronger and been proved genuine as you have gone through trials in life? 
How is your love for the Lord filling you with inexpressible joy in knowing that He has saved your soul? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Give thanks and praise to God for His great mercy in giving you a new birth through Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your inheritance in heaven is being kept in heaven for you because of God’s great mercy. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group the thanks and praise you want to give to God for His great mercy. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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In His Great Mercy           1 Peter 1        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you give thanks and praise to God for the kindness, mercy and love He has for you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the kindness, mercy and love you have for me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, how can I praise and thank you for all the kindness, mercy and love you have for me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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