
 If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home among the wise.  If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you 
listen to correction, you grow in understanding.  Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor.  
Proverbs 15:31-33 (NLT)  
 

Will You Listen? 
 

Will you listen?  Will I listen to who? Will I listen to what? Those are two very good questions. Let me ask you two more 
questions. Go ahead, I’m listening. Who would you be unwilling to listen to? What would you be unwilling to hear? Those 
seem like harder questions. Why is that? I might start off by saying that I am willing to listen to anyone and everyone. I might also 
continue to say that there is nothing that I would be unwilling to hear. But those statements might not be true. You’ve noticed? 
Yes, I have noticed. I suppose that there are some people that don’t have my ear. Yes, there are people that I have been unwilling 
to listen to. What else? I have not always been willing to hear and receive and accept what others have had to say to me. Like 

what? I have not always accepted constructive criticism or what you might call a “life giving” rebuke. Has that been wise? What 
has sometimes happened to you because you failed to hear constructive criticism or a “life giving” rebuke? What have 
been the consequences of failing to listen to those who have had something important to say to you? I have suffered some 
pain and suffering and loss because I have pridefully and foolishly rejected wise counsel from others. So, you are willing to admit 
that wisdom often comes to you as constructive criticism or a “life giving” rebuke? Yes, I am. So, are you now much more 
willing to listen and hear what others have to say to you? Yes, I am. That’s good. I will tell you a little secret. What’s that? 
You can’t be a prideful and foolish and stubborn in your listening to others and be a wise listener to me. What will prevent 
you from receiving wisdom from others will prevent you from receiving wisdom from me. I’m starting to get that. I am 
beginning to understand. I will tell you another little secret. What’s that? I will often send people your way to speak into your 
life so that you can receive wisdom from me. So, be ready and willing and able to hear and receive and accept what others 
have to say to you. In pridefully and foolishly rejecting constructive criticism or a “life giving” rebuke from others, you 
may be rejecting an important word from me. So, I will ask you again, “Will you listen?” Yes Lord, I will listen attentively to 
you and to others you bring into my life. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, I will humbly accept constructive criticism. I will also welcome your corrective discipline in my life. I will not be proud. I will not be 

stubborn.  I will walk in humble awe of you throughout my life. Teach me your wisdom. Give me understanding. Lead my life. Amen 
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Promises           Humility Comes Before Honor 
 

The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell 
among the wise.  Whoever ignores instruction 
despises himself, but he who listens to reproof 
gains intelligence.  The fear of the LORD is 
instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before 
honor. 
 

ESV                                            Proverbs 15:31-33 
 
 

 
Promises           Humility Comes Before Honor 
 

He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at 
home among the wise.  He who ignores discipline 
despises himself, but whoever heeds correction 
gains understanding.  The fear of the LORD 
teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before 
honor. 
 

NIV                                             Proverbs 15:31-33 
 
  
     

Promises                   Before Honor Is Humility 
 

The ear that hears the rebukes of life Will abide 
among the wise.  He who disdains instruction 
despises his own soul, But he who heeds rebuke 
gets understanding.  The fear of the LORD is the 
instruction of wisdom, And before honor is humility.  
 

NKJV                                          Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

  

 
Promises                  Humility Precedes Honor 
 

If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at 
home among the wise.  If you reject discipline, you 
only harm yourself; but if you listen to correction, 
you grow in understanding.  Fear of the LORD 
teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor. 
 

NLT                                           Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

     
 
Promises     First You Learn Humility, Then You Experience Glory 
 

Listen to good advice if you want to live well, an 
honored guest among wise men and women.  An 
undisciplined, self-willed life is puny; an obedient, 
God-willed life is spacious.  Fear-of-GOD is a 
school in skilled living— first you learn humility, 
then you experience glory. 
 

MSG                                           Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

 

 
Promises              Humility Goes Before Honor 
 

The ear that heeds wholesome admonition will 
lodge among the wise.  Those who ignore 
instruction despise themselves, but those who 
heed admonition gain understanding.  The fear of 
the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility 
goes before honor. 
 

NRSV                                         Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

  
Promises     Humility And Reverence For The Lord Will Make You Both Wise And Honored 
 

If you profit from constructive criticism, you will be 
elected to the wise men’s hall of fame. But to reject 
criticism is to harm yourself and your own best 
interests. Humility and reverence for the Lord will 
make you both wise and honored.  
 

TLB                                             Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

    

 
Promises           Humility Comes Before Honor 
 

The ear that listens to the reproof [that leads to or 
gives] life will remain among the wise.  He who 
refuses and ignores instruction and correction 
despises himself, but he who heeds reproof gets 
understanding.  The reverent and worshipful fear 
of the Lord brings instruction in Wisdom, and 
humility comes before honor. 
 

AMP                                           Proverbs 15:31-33 
 
  

Promises  To Be Honored You Must Be Humble 
 

If you listen to correction to improve your life, you 
will live among the wise.  Those who refuse 
correction hate themselves, but those who accept 
correction gain understanding.  Respect for the 
LORD will teach you wisdom. If you want to be 
honored, you must be humble. 
 

NCV                                            Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

    

 
Promises           Before Honor Comes Humility 
 

He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof Will 
dwell among the wise.  He who neglects discipline 
despises himself, But he who listens to reproof 
acquires understanding.  The fear of the LORD is 
the instruction for wisdom, And before honor 
comes humility.  
 

NASB                                         Proverbs 15:31-33 
 

  



Humility Precedes Honor            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Proverbs 15:31-33                                         In Context: Read Proverbs 15 

 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home among the wise.  If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you 
listen to correction, you grow in understanding.  Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor. Proverbs 15:31-33 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
If you listen | to constructive criticism, | you will be | at home | among the wise.  | If you reject discipline, | you only | harm yourself; 
| but if you | listen to correction, | you grow in understanding.  | Fear of the LORD | teaches wisdom; | humility precedes honor.                               
Proverbs 15:31-33 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will humbly accept constructive criticism. I will also welcome your corrective discipline in my life. I will not be proud. I will not be 
stubborn.  I will walk in humble awe of you throughout my life. Teach me your wisdom. Give me understanding. Lead my life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you found it difficult to listen to and accept constructive criticism? 
How has accepting constructive criticism helped you to be wise? 
Why is it a prideful and foolish mistake to fail to listen to and accept constructive criticism? 
How are you sending off signals that you will or won’t listen to and accept constructive criticism? 
How have you harmed yourself by rejecting constructive criticism and corrective discipline? 
How has your understanding grown as you have welcomed constructive criticism and corrective discipline into your life? 
How is living in reverent awe before God teaching you the wisdom of humility preceding honor? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to use constructive criticism and corrective discipline to make you wise. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will use constructive criticism and corrective discipline to make you wise. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you the Lord is using criticism and discipline to make you wise. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Humility Precedes Honor          Proverbs 15      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you humbly receive constructive criticism and corrective discipline so you could be made wise.  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will humbly receive constructive criticism and corrective discipline so I can be made wise. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I humbly receive constructive criticism and corrective discipline so I can be made wise? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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