
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy.  But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil 
and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.  If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? 
Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.  If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans 
do that.  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NLT)  
 

Act Like A Child 
 

That’s a good thing? That is how I should act? What are you talking about? How should you act? Should I act like a child? I 
know what you are thinking. What am I thinking? You often heard, during your younger years, that you should grow up and 
stop acting like a child. I can’t tell you how many times I heard that as I was growing up. And now, I am being told that I need to 
act like a child. That sounds confusing, I know. But there is a huge difference between acting childish and acting like a 

child. You are going to need to clarify the difference for me. We’ll see about that. Let me ask you a couple questions first. 
Alright, I’m listening. How would you describe childish behavior? Childish behavior is self-centered and self-indulgent. A child is 
focused on one person. Who is that? A child is focused solely on themselves. That’s true. What else? A child is focused on one 
thing. What’s that? A child is focused solely on their wants and needs. If a child does not get what they want, when they want 
it, look out, a tantrum is on the way. That’s also true. You can be sure that I do not want you to behave in these childish ways. 
I have no doubts about that. That’s good. 
 
If I asked you to behave like a child, but not any child, but my child, what would you think? That puts a completely different 
thought on behaving like a child. If I am to behave like your child, that means I would want to become like you. As your child, 
behaving like your child, I would want to think and speak and act like you. I would want to do what is pleasing to you. I would want 
to love you, just as you love me. I would want to love others, just as you love them. I would want to follow your example. I would 
want to go and do what you did. Now, you are understanding how I could ask you to act like a child, my child that is. Yes, I 
understand. That’s good. 
 
Now, I am asking to act like a child, my child, in a very specific way. Do know what I am asking of you? Yes, I do. You want 
me to love my enemies and pray for those who persecute me. Yes, I do. Will you become like me in this way? Will you love 
others, just as I have loved you? Yes, I will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
Lord, it is my desire to become like you in all that I think and say and do. Help me love like you loved. I will love my enemies and I will pray 

for those who persecute me. Help me to live like one of your true children as a bold and bright witness for you in the world. Amen 
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  Promises                    That You May Be Sons 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

ESV                                              Matthew 5:43-48 

  

 
  Promises                    That You May Be Sons 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if 
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do 
not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect. 
 

NIV                                                Matthew 5:43-48 

 
 
    

  Promises                        That You May Be Sons 
 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love 
you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  
And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? 
Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just 
as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

NKJV                                             Matthew 5:43-48 

   

 
  Promises                     Acting As True Children 

 

“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your 
enemy. But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  
In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. 
For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain 
on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who love you, what 
reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? 
Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. 
 

NLT                                                Matthew 5:43-48 

 
     

 
  Promises                 Your God Created Selves 

 

"You're familiar with the old written law, 'Love your friend,' and its unwritten 
companion, 'Hate your enemy.' I'm challenging that. I'm telling you to love your 
enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you 
a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your 
true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the 
sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the 
nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can 
do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any 
run-of-the-mill sinner does that. "In a word, what I'm saying is, Grow up. You're 
kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live 
generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you. 
 

MSG                                             Matthew 5:43-48 

  

 
  Promises                That You May Be Children 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

NRSV                                            Matthew 5:43-48 

   
  Promises                        Acting As True Sons 

 

"There is a saying, ’Love your friends and hate your enemies.’ But I say: 
Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way you 
will be acting as true sons of your Father in heaven. For he gives his 
sunlight to both the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust too. If you love only those who love you, what good is that? 
Even scoundrels do that much. If you are friendly only to your friends, 
how are you different from anyone else? Even the heathen do that.  
But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

TLB                                               Matthew 5:43-48 

 

 

 

    

 
  Promises                      You Are The Children 

 

You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy; 
But I tell you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, To show 
that you are the children of your Father Who is in heaven; for He makes His sun rise 
on the wicked and on the good, and makes the rain fall upon the upright and the 
wrongdoers [alike]. For if you love those who love you, what reward can you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors do that? And if you greet only your brethren, what 
more than others are you doing? Do not even the Gentiles (the heathen) do that? 
You, therefore, must be perfect [growing into complete maturity of godliness in mind 
and character, having reached the proper height of virtue and integrity], as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

AMP                                             Matthew 5:43-48 

 
  

  Promises                       Will Be True Children 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ’Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemies.’ But I say to you, love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt 
you. If you do this, you will be true children of your Father in heaven. He 
causes the sun to rise on good people and on evil people, and he sends 
rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong. If you love only 
the people who love you, you will get no reward. Even the tax collectors 
do that. And if you are nice only to your friends, you are no better than 
other people. Even those who don’t know God are nice to their friends.  
So you must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.  
 

NCV                                              Matthew 5:43-48 

 
    

 
  Promises                           You May Be Sons 

 

"You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' "But I say to you, love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. "For if 
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same? "If you greet only your brothers, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

NASB                                            Matthew 5:43-48 

 
  



Acting As True Children               Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Matthew 5:43-48                                             In Context: Read Matthew 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
“You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy.  But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and 
the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.  If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even 
corrupt tax collectors do that much.  If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do 
that.  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
“You have heard the law that says, | ‘Love your neighbor’ | and hate your enemy. | But I say, | love your enemies! | Pray for those | 
who persecute you!  | In that way, | you will be acting | as true children | of your Father | in heaven. | For he gives his sunlight | to 
both | the evil and the good, | and he sends rain on | the just and the unjust alike.  | If you love only those | who love you, | what 
reward is there | for that? | Even corrupt tax collectors | do that much.  | If you are kind | only to | your friends, | how are you | different 
from | anyone else? Even pagans do that.  | But you are | to be perfect, | even as | your Father | in heaven | is perfect. Matthew 5:43-
48 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, it is my desire to become like you in all that I think and say and do. Help me love like you loved. I will love my enemies and I will 
pray for those who persecute me. Help me to live like one of your true children as a bold and bright witness for you in the world. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will you never be a bright witness for Christ in the world if you only love those who love you? 
How has Jesus Christ set before you an example of loving your enemies and praying for those who persecute you? 
How has your desire to become more like your Heavenly Father grown as you have loved, followed and served Him? 
How does loving your enemies and praying for those who persecute demonstrate that you are a true child of God? 
How are you loving and praying for anyone who could be one of your enemies? 
When has loving and praying for an enemy turned them into being one of your friends? 
How is loving and praying for your enemies bearing fruit for God’s kingdom and glory? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow yourself to become a true child of God by loving and praying for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to become a true child of God by loving and praying for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are loving and praying for your enemies. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                 www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 



Acting As True Children          Matthew 5        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you live as a true child of God by loving others just as He loves you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will live as one of your true children by loving others just as you love me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I live as one of your true children by loving others today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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