
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.  If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But 
someone who falls alone is in real trouble.  Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one 
be warm alone?  A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are 
even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT) 

 

Tightly Braided Cord 
 

Do you want to enjoy success? Do you want to be able to accomplish the work that I have given you to do for me? Do you 
want to bear an abundance of fruit for my kingdom? Do you want to bring glory to my name? Do you want to run well and 
finish strong on the course I have set before you? Do you want to accomplish my purpose and fulfill my plans? Lord, you 
know that I want all these things to be true of the life I am living with and for you. Yes, I know this to be a true desire that is within 
you. We both want the same thing and that is very good. I do want to give you some wise counsel. I do want to give you 

some clear guidance and sound instruction. Listen carefully to these words of mine. You have my full and undivided attention. 
Do not under any circumstance think that you don’t want or need any help. Do not come to believe that you can accomplish 
my purposes and fulfill my plans all alone, by yourself, without the help of others. Such a thought is a mistake. Such a 
thought is unwise. Such a thought is foolish. I did not make you to be self-sufficient. You must not become self-reliant. I 
want you to rely fully on me. But that is not all, part of relying on me will include relying on others that I will bring into your 
life. At times, others will join you. At other times, you will join others. Together you will accomplish my purposes and fulfill 
my plans. Together you will complete the work you have been given to do for me. Do you understand? Yes, I understand. 
Let me make this clearer to you. Do not think that I mean that you should be loosely connected to others. No, think of a 
tightly braded cord, that cannot be separated or easily broken. That is how I want you to be joined together with others in 
doing the work I have given to you. Now, do you fully understand? Yes, I understand. I will join with others, like a tightly braided 
cord to do the work we have been given. Yes, that will be very good. 
 
 

 
 
 
Lord, often I have worked alone. Often, I have thought I did not want or need anyone’s help to do the work you have given me to do for 

you. What a mistake. How unwise. How foolish. I now know I need all the help I can get to fight through the battles in life. Amen 
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Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 
For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone 
when he falls and has not another to lift him up!  Again, if two lie 
together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?  And 
though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand 
him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.  
 

ESV                                          Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

 

 
Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: 
If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls 
and has no one to help him up!  Also, if two lie down together, they will 
keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?  Though one may be 
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not 
quickly broken. 
 

NIV                                            Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 
  
 
    

Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their 
labor.  For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who 
is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up.  Again, if two 
lie down together, they will keep warm; But how can one be warm alone? 
Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. 
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NKJV)  
 

NKJV                                        Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

  

 
Promises    Two People Are Better Off Than One 
 

Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 
If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who 
falls alone is in real trouble.  Likewise, two people lying close together can 
keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone?  A person 
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-
back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not 
easily broken. 
 

NLT                                           Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

     
 

  Promises     It Is Better To Have A Partner Than Go It Alone 
 

It's better to have a partner than go it alone. Share the work, share the 
wealth.  And if one falls down, the other helps, But if there's no one to 
help, tough!  Two in a bed warm each other. Alone, you shiver all night. 
By yourself you're unprotected. With a friend you can face the worst. 
Can you round up a third? A three-stranded rope isn't easily snapped. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (MSG)  
 

MSG                                         Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

  

 
Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 
For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and 
falls and does not have another to help.  Again, if two lie together, they 
keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone?  And though one might 
prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not 
quickly broken. 
 

NRSV                                        Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

  
Promises                  Two Can Accomplish More 
 

Two can accomplish more than twice as much as one, for the results can 
be much better.  If one falls, the other pulls him up; but if a man falls 
when he is alone, he’s in trouble.  Also, on a cold night, two under the 
same blanket gain warmth from each other, but how can one be warm 
alone?  And one standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two 
can stand back-to-back and conquer; three is even better, for a triple-
braided cord is not easily broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (TLB)  
 

TLB                                       Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

    

 
Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one, because they have a good [more satisfying] 
reward for their labor;  For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow. But 
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 
Again, if two lie down together, then they have warmth; but how can one 
be warm alone?  And though a man might prevail against him who is 
alone, two will withstand him. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 

AMP                                          Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

  
Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two people are better than one, because they get more done by working 
together.  If one falls down, the other can help him up. But it is bad for 
the person who is alone and falls, because no one is there to help.  If two 
lie down together, they will be warm, but a person alone will not be 
warm.  An enemy might defeat one person, but two people together can 
defend themselves; a rope that is woven of three strings is hard to break. 
 

NCV                                         Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

    

 
Promises                    Two Are Better Than One 
 

Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 
 For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to 
the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up.  Furthermore, if 
two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? 
And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly torn apart. 
 

NASB                                       Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 

  



Two Are Better Off Than One    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Ecclesiastes 4:9-12                                    In Context: Read Ecclesiastes 4 
     

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.  If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But 
someone who falls alone is in real trouble.  Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be 
warm alone?  A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even 
better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Two people | are better off | than one, | for they can | help each other succeed. | If one person falls, | the other | can reach out | and 
help. | But someone who falls alone | is in real trouble.  | Likewise, | two people lying close together | can keep | each other warm. | 
But how can | one be warm alone?  | A person standing alone | can be attacked | and defeated, | but two | can stand | back-to-back 
and conquer. | Three are even better, | for a triple-braided cord | is not | easily broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, often I have worked alone. Often, I have thought I did not want or need anyone’s help to do the work you have given me to do 
for you. What a mistake. How unwise. How foolish. I now know I need all the help I can get to fight through the battles in life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will it surely be necessary for you to work together with others to do God’s work and accomplish His plans? 
When have your own weaknesses make it abundantly obvious that you need others to help you in your work? 
When has the Lord brought others alongside you to help you to do His work and accomplish His plans? 
When has the Lord brought you alongside others to help them in the work that they were doing? 
When have others been joined together with you so closely that they were able to keep you from falling? 
What has convinced you that you need to join others to fight through all the battles of life? 
How are you continually looking for ways to join others in doing the work God has given to you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Work together with others so you will be more able to accomplish the work the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will bring others alongside you to work together to help you to accomplish His plans. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are working together with others to accomplish God’s plans. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Two Are Better Than One          Ecclesiastes 4   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you join with others to do the work the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will join with others to do the work you have given me to do for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I join with others to do the work you have given me to do for you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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