
Remind the people to respect the government and be law-abiding, always ready to lend a helping hand. No insults, no fights. God's 
people should be bighearted and courteous.  It wasn't so long ago that we ourselves were stupid and stubborn, dupes of sin, ordered 
every which way by our glands, going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and hating back.  But when God, our kind and 
loving Savior God, stepped in, he saved us from all that. It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with it. He gave us a good bath, 
and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:1-5 (MSG)  
 

Step In 
 

Well, I give you permission to do just that. You give me permission to do what? I give you permission to step in and change me. 
How do you want me to change you? I want you to change me completely. I see. You are impatient. You know that my work 
in you is not finished. You know that my work is ongoing, and it is not nearly complete. You would like to see more 
progress. Sometimes, you are disgusted by your own behavior, is that correct? Yes, that is correct. Tell me what you want 

me to do in you. I want you to make me bighearted and courteous. I want you to make me able to extend your kindness and mercy 
and love to others. Those are very good desires. How is it that you even know that you sometimes fall short in these areas? 
How is that you even recognize when you are not being bighearted and courteous? Why do you care that you have not 
fully extended my kindness and mercy and love to others? What has caused you to sometimes be disgusted by your own 
behavior? Those are good questions. Those questions cause hope to rise within me. Why is that? Only your Spirit living in me has 
shown me when I have not been bighearted and courteous to others. Only your Spirit working in me has given me the desire to be 
tenderhearted, kind and loving to others. What is it that most disgusts you when your behavior has been less than kind, 
tenderhearted and loving? I want to be a bold and bright witness for you in the world. I want others to be drawn to you because 
they see your life being lived in and through me. I want to bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. It disgusts me 
when I am none of these things. Those are also very good desires within you. We want the same thing. Do you believe that I 
will continue my good work in you? Do you believe that I will bring my work in you to completion? Yes Lord, I believe. Keep 
living the life I have and am giving you to live. Yes, Lord, I will. That will be very good. Then all your desires will be fulfilled. 
Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, I know I have allowed myself to be dragged into heated debates that rage in society today. I have not been big hearted and courteous. 

At times, I have displayed hateful behavior. Forgive me. Help me to extend your kindness, mercy, and love to others. Amen 
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Promises       Gentle And To Show Perfect Courtesy 
 

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready for every good work,  to speak evil of no one, to avoid 
quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 
 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another.  But when the goodness and 
loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  he saved us, not because 
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  
 

ESV                                                         Titus 3:1-5 
 
 

 
Promises                 Peaceable And Considerate 
 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready to do whatever is good,  to slander no one, to be peaceable 
and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  At one time 
we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and 
hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared,  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
 

NIV                                                          Titus 3:1-5 
 
  
 
    

Promises      Peaceful, Gentle, Showing All Humility 
 

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready 
for every good work,  to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, 
showing all humility to all men.  For we ourselves were also once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.  But when the kindness 
and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,  not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, 
 

NKJV                                                       Titus 3:1-5 
 

  

 
Promises            Gentle And Show True Humility 
 

Remind the believers to submit to the government and its officers. They 
should be obedient, always ready to do what is good.  They must not 
slander anyone and must avoid quarreling. Instead, they should be gentle 
and show true humility to everyone.  Once we, too, were foolish and 
disobedient. We were misled and became slaves to many lusts and 
pleasures. Our lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated each other. 
 But—“When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love,  he saved 
us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life 
through the Holy Spirit.  
 

NLT                                                          Titus 3:1-5 
 
     

 
Promises                   Bighearted And Courteous 
 

 Remind the people to respect the government and be law-abiding, 
always ready to lend a helping hand  No insults, no fights. God's people 
should be bighearted and courteous.  It wasn't so long ago that we 
ourselves were stupid and stubborn, dupes of sin, ordered every which 
way by our glands, going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and 
hating back.  But when God, our kind and loving Savior God, stepped in, 
 he saved us from all that. It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with 
it. He gave us a good bath, and we came out of it new people, washed 
inside and out by the Holy Spirit. 
 

MSG                                                        Titus 3:1-5 
 
 

 
Promises        Gentle And To Show Every Courtesy 
 

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 
ready for every good work,  to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, 
to be gentle, and to show every courtesy to everyone.  For we ourselves 
were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating 
one another.  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared,  he saved us, not because of any works of 
righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
 

NRSV                                                      Titus 3:1-5 
 
  

Promises                 Gentle And Truly Courteous 
 

Remind your people to obey the government and its officers, and always 
to be obedient and ready for any honest work.  They must not speak evil 
of anyone, nor quarrel, but be gentle and truly courteous to all.  Once 
we, too, were foolish and disobedient; we were misled by others and 
became slaves to many evil pleasures and wicked desires. Our lives 
were full of resentment and envy. We hated others and they hated us. 
 But when the time came for the kindness and love of God our Savior to 
appear,  then he saved us—not because we were good enough to be 
saved but because of his kindness and pity—by washing away our sins 
and giving us the new joy of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
 

TLB                                                        Titus 3:1-5 
     

 
Promises  Forbearing And To Show Unqualified Courtesy 
 

REMIND PEOPLE to be submissive to [their] magistrates and authorities, to 
be obedient, to be prepared and willing to do any upright and honorable work, 
To slander or abuse or speak evil of no one, to avoid being contentious, to be 
forbearing (yielding, gentle, and conciliatory), and to show unqualified courtesy 
toward everybody.  For we also were once thoughtless and senseless, 
obstinate and disobedient, deluded and misled; [we too were once] slaves to 
all sorts of cravings and pleasures, wasting our days in malice and jealousy 
and envy, hateful (hated, detestable) and hating one another.  But when the 
goodness and loving-kindness of God our Savior to man [as man] appeared, 
 He saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, 
but because of His own pity and mercy, by [the] cleansing [bath] of the new 
birth (regeneration) and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
 

AMP                                                      Titus 3:1-5 
   

Promises                                 Gentle And Polite 
 

Remind the believers to yield to the authority of rulers and government 
leaders, to obey them, to be ready to do good,  to speak no evil about anyone, 
to live in peace, and to be gentle and polite to all people.  In the past we also 
were foolish. We did not obey, we were wrong, and we were slaves to many 
things our bodies wanted and enjoyed. We spent our lives doing evil and 
being jealous. People hated us, and we hated each other.  But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior was shown,  he saved us because of his 
mercy. It was not because of good deeds we did to be right with him. He 
saved us through the washing that made us new people through the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

NCV                                                        Titus 3:1-5 
 
    

 
Promises Peaceful, Gentle, Showing Every Consideration 
 

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be 
ready for every good deed,  to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, 
showing every consideration for all men.  For we also once were foolish 
ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one 
another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for 
mankind appeared,  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we 
have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
 

NASB                                                      Titus 3:1-5 
 
  



Bighearted And Courteous         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Titus 3:1-5                                                           In Context: Read Titus 3 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Remind the people to respect the government and be law-abiding, always ready to lend a helping hand. No insults, no fights. God's 
people should be bighearted and courteous.  It wasn't so long ago that we ourselves were stupid and stubborn, dupes of sin, ordered 
every which way by our glands, going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and hating back.  But when God, our kind and loving 
Savior God, stepped in, he saved us from all that. It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with it. He gave us a good bath, and we 
came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:1-5 (MSG)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Remind the people | to respect the government | and be law-abiding, | always ready | to lend a helping hand. | No insults, no fights. | 
God's people should be | bighearted and courteous. | It wasn't so long ago | that we ourselves | were stupid and stubborn, | dupes of 
sin, | ordered every which way | by our glands, | going around | with a chip | on our shoulder, | hated and hating back.  | But when 
God, | our kind and loving Savior God, | stepped in, | he saved us | from all that. | It was all | his doing; | we had nothing | to do with 
it. | He gave us | a good bath, | and we came out | of it | new people, | washed inside and out | by the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:1-5 (MSG)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know I have allowed myself to be dragged into heated debates that rage in society today. I have not been big hearted and 
courteous. At times, I have displayed hateful behavior. Forgive me. Help me to extend your kindness, mercy, and love to others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will your witness for Christ be greatly diminished if you engage in hateful behavior of any kind? 
How are you guarding yourself from being dragged into hateful and divisive thoughts, words, and actions? 
When have stopped yourself from engaging in hateful and divisive thoughts, words, and actions? 
Why does the Lord expect you to rise above hateful behavior that is common in the darkness of this world? 
How are you conducting yourself respectfully toward the government and laws in society? 
How has the Lord enlarged your heart so that you are loving and kind and tenderhearted toward others? 
How are you allowing the Holy Spirit to guide all your thoughts and words and actions toward others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to enlarge your heart so you will be courteous to others, extending kindness, mercy, and love to them. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will enlarge your heart so you will be able to extend kindness and mercy and love to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord helped you to extend kindness, mercy, and love to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bighearted And Courteous         Titus 3              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be bighearted and courteous to everyone by extending kindness, mercy, and love to them. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will be bighearted and courteous to everyone by extending kindness, mercy, and love to them. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I be bighearted and courteous to everyone by extending kindness, mercy and love to them? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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