
 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the 
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV)  

 

Love Is 
 

This is a very high bar. What is a very high bar? This description of what love is, that is a very high bar. I don’t measure up. These 
words do not describe my thoughts and words and actions. My behavior is far below this standard of love. These words simply tell 
me that I am unloving and sinful person. That I freely admit, without one word of denial. Furthermore, If I have any hope whatsoever 
of being loving as is described here than I am going to desperately need your help. There is no doubt about that. For me to love in 

this way would require a miracle.  I will say one more thing, however. What’s that? I very much would like to be a loving person. I 
would like all these thoughts and words to describe my life. Well, you have a very good starting point. Really, how so? You 
recognize your shortcomings. You are acknowledging your sin. You are not living in denial. You are telling me that you 
need my help. You have the desire to be a loving person deep within you. Tell me, why is it that you want to be a loving 
person? Why do you care? Why is it even a desire in your heart? I know one thing for sure. What’s that? The desire to be a 
loving person did not originate with me. Where did this desire to be a loving person come from? It came from you. You placed 
this desire in my heart. How so? You loved me first. You loved me when I was unlovable. You loved me when I was living as if I 
was your enemy. You came into this world to live and die for me. You drew me to yourself. You rescued me from a life without you. 
You forgave my sin. You cleansed my unrighteousness. You gave me a completely new life to live. Now, I want to know and love 
and follow and serve you. Now, I want to become like you. I want to think like you think. I want to speak lie you speak. I want to act 
like you act. So, I want to love others just like you have loved me. I have one question for you. You have my full attention. If I 
placed this desire to love others within you, will I not also do a miracle in and through you, by making it a reality? Can I 
and will I accomplish this miracle in and through you? Yes, you can. Yes, you will. Of that, I have no doubt. That is good. That 
is right. That is true. Thank you, Lord! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, I know that I need your help. I am not loving; not like you are loving. I want to follow your example. I want to think, speak, and act like 

you do. I want to love like you loved. Mold and shape my life. Develop your love in me. Allow your love to flow through. Amen 
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Promises                                            Love Does 
 

 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and if I 
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is 
patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant  or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (ESV)  
 

ESV                                        1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

 

 
Promises                                            Love Does 
 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor 
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love 
is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 

NIV                                          1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 
  
     

Promises                                            Love Does 
 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 
have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  And though I have the gift 
of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I 
have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.  Love suffers 
long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed 
up;  does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no 
evil;  does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;  bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

NKJV                                       1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

  

 
Promises                                                   Love Is 
 

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I had the gift of prophecy, 
and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and 
if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be 
nothing.  If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I 
could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 
Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud  or rude. It 
does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged.  It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth 
wins out.  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 
endures through every circumstance. 
 

NLT                                           1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 
     

 
Promises                                        Love Doesn’t 
 

 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing but 
the creaking of a rusty gate.  If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all his 
mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a 
mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I don't love, I'm nothing.  If I give everything I 
own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, 
I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm 
bankrupt without love.  Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. Love doesn't strut, Doesn't have a swelled 
head,  Doesn't force itself on others, Isn't always "me first," Doesn't fly off the handle, 
Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,  Doesn't revel when others grovel, Takes 
pleasure in the flowering of truth,  Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always 
looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end. 
 

MSG                                        1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
  

 
Promises                                                  Love Is 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant  or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful;  it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

NRSV                                      1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

  
Promises                                            Love Does 
 

 If I had the gift of being able to speak in other languages without learning them and could 
speak in every language there is in all of heaven and earth, but didn’t love others, I would 
only be making noise.  If I had the gift of prophecy and knew all about what is going to 
happen in the future, knew everything about everything, but didn’t love others, what good 
would it do? Even if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it 
move, I would still be worth nothing at all without love.  If I gave everything I have to poor 
people, and if I were burned alive for preaching the Gospel but didn’t love others, it would be 
of no value whatever.  Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful 
or proud,  never haughty or selfish or rude. Love does not demand its own way. It is not 
irritable or touchy. It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when others do it 
wrong.  It is never glad about injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out.  If you love 
someone, you will be loyal to him no matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, 
always expect the best of him, and always stand your ground in defending him. 
 

TLB                                         1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 
    

 
Promises                                            Love Does 
 

 IF I [can] speak in the tongues of men and [even] of angels, but have not love (that reasoning, 
intentional, spiritual devotion such as is inspired by God's love for and in us), I am only a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers (the gift of interpreting the divine will and 
purpose), and understand all the secret truths and mysteries and possess all knowledge, and if I have 
[sufficient] faith so that I can remove mountains, but have not love (God's love in me) I am nothing (a 
useless nobody).  Even if I dole out all that I have [to the poor in providing] food, and if I surrender my 
body to be burned or in order that I may glory, but have not love (God's love in me), I gain nothing. 
 Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not 
boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily.  It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with 
pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) does not 
insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it 
takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong].  It does not rejoice at 
injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth prevail.  Love bears up under 
anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are 
fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]. 
 

AMP                                         1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
   

Promises                                            Love Does 
 

 I may speak in different languages of people or even angels. But if I do not 
have love, I am only a noisy bell or a crashing cymbal.  I may have the gift of 
prophecy. I may understand all the secret things of God and have all 
knowledge, and I may have faith so great I can move mountains. But even 
with all these things, if I do not have love, then I am nothing.  I may give away 
everything I have, and I may even give my body as an offering to be burned. 
But I gain nothing if I do not have love.  Love is patient and kind. Love is not 
jealous, it does not brag, and it is not proud.  Love is not rude, is not selfish, 
and does not get upset with others. Love does not count up wrongs that have 
been done.  Love is not happy with evil but is happy with the truth.  Love 
patiently accepts all things. It always trusts, always hopes, and always 
remains strong. 
 

NCV                                         1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
     

 
Promises                                            Love Does 
 

 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy, and 
know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  And if I give all my 
possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do 
not have love, it profits me nothing.  Love is patient, love is kind and is not 
jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  does not act unbecomingly; it 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong 
suffered,  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

NASB                                       1 Corinthians 13:1-7 
 

  



Love Does                                           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – 1 Corinthians 13:1-7                               In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 13 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, love 
is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, | but have not love, | I am only a resounding gong | or a clanging cymbal.  | If I have 
the gift of prophecy | and can fathom | all mysteries | and | all knowledge, | and if I have | a faith that | can move mountains, | but 
have not love, | I am nothing.  | If I give all | I possess to the poor | and surrender | my body to the flames, | but have not love, | I 
gain nothing.  | Love is patient, | love is kind. | It does not envy, | it does not boast, | it is not proud.  | It is not rude, | it is not self-
seeking, | it is not easily angered, | it keeps no record of wrongs.  | Love does not delight in evil | but rejoices | with the truth.  | It 
always protects, | always trusts, | always hopes, | always perseveres. 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know that I need your help. I am not loving; not like you are loving. I want to follow your example. I want to think, speak, and 
act like you do. I want to love like you loved. Mold and shape my life. Develop your love in me. Allow your love to flow through. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why do your gifts, talents, abilities, and resources mean nothing if you are not loving? 
Why will your thoughts and words and actions be meaningless if you are not loving? 
How are you demonstrating love by being patient and kind? 
How are you being careful to not be envious, boastful, proud, rude, or self-serving? 
How are you making sure you are not easily angered or keeping records of wrongs committed against you? 
How are you rejoicing in the truth rather than delighting in evil? 
How are you always protecting, trusting, hoping, and persevering in demonstrating love to others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to mold and shape your life so that you love others in all that you think, say, and do. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will mold and shape your life so that you are loving in all that you think, say, and do. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord is making you able to love others with His love. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Love Does            1 Corinthians 13       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May all your thoughts and words and actions be guided by the love of God in you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help all my thoughts and words and actions be guided by your love in me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can your love in me be expressed by my thoughts and words and actions today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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