
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 
them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.  But those who trust in idols, who 
say to images, 'You are our gods,' will be turned back in utter shame. Isaiah 42:16-17 (NIV)  
 

Lead You 

 
What can you be sure of about where I will lead you? Where am I likely to take you? What will I do for you as I lead you? I 
will take that last question first. Go right ahead. You will open my eyes. Without you I was like a blind person. I was stumbling 
around in the darkness. I was groping my way through life. I was bouncing around from one thing to another, accomplishing nothing, 
and going nowhere. I had no direction and purpose or meaning to my life. But following you has changed all that. Now, my life has 
hope and meaning and purpose. Now, my life has direction, I am following you to wherever you lead me, to do whatever you ask of 
me. I will answer your first and second questions next.  I’m listening. You will guide me along unfamiliar paths of that I am certain. 

Is that a bad thing? No, it is a very good thing. I can’t say that it will be easy. I can’t say that it won’t be challenging. The way that 
you guide me will cause me to rely on you. That is a very good thing. Yes, it is. Relying on anyone or anything other than you would 
be a tragic mistake. Why is that? There is no blessing or fruit or hope or success in relying on an idol. And that’s exactly what 
relying on or following or trusting in anyone or anything other than you is; it is an idol. Neither you nor I want any of that. That’s 
right. So, I will keep on following you. That’s good. I know that as you guide me through life, my faith in you will grow. I know that 
as you guide me through life, I will live in a more intimate relationship with you. I will keep on drawing near to you, and you will keep 
drawing near to me. I know that you will help me every step of my way as I keep on allowing you to guide me. You will turn my 
darkness into light. You will smooth out rough places for me. That is true. That is right. That is sure. Trust in me, I will lead you 
through life. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Lord, I am no fan of darkness, rough places, and unfamiliar paths. But I know you will be my light. You will smooth put rough places before 
me. I will trust you because I know it is you who will lead me along unfamiliar path. And that makes all the difference. Amen 
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Promises       Turn The Darkness Before Them Into Light 
 

And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, 
in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will 
turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 
places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I 
do not forsake them.  They are turned back and utterly 
put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to 
metal images, “You are our gods.” 
 

ESV                                                Isaiah 42:16-17 
 
 

 
Promises                      Turn Darkness Into Light 
 

I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along 
unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness 
into light before them and make the rough places 
smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake 
them.  But those who trust in idols, who say to images, 
'You are our gods,' will be turned back in utter shame. 
 

NIV                                                  Isaiah 42:16-17 
 
  
     

Promises      Make Darkness Light Before Them 
 

I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will 
lead them in paths they have not known. I will make 
darkness light before them, And crooked places straight. 
These things I will do for them, And not forsake them. 
They shall be turned back, They shall be greatly 
ashamed, Who trust in carved images, Who say to the 
molded images, 'You are our gods.' 
 

NKJV                                               Isaiah 42:16-17 
 

  

 
Promises    Brighten The Darkness Before Them 
 

 I will lead blind Israel down a new path, guiding them 
along an unfamiliar way. I will brighten the darkness 
before them and smooth out the road ahead of them. 
Yes, I will indeed do these things; I will not forsake them. 
But those who trust in idols, who say, ‘You are our gods,’ 
will be turned away in shame. 
 

NLT                                                 Isaiah 42:16-17 
 

     
 
Promises       Show Them What Roads To Take 
 

But I'll take the hand of those who don't know the way, 
who can't see where they're going. I'll be a personal 
guide to them, directing them through unknown country. 
I'll be right there to show them what roads to take, make 
sure they don't fall into the ditch. These are the things I'll 
be doing for them— sticking with them, not leaving them 
for a minute."  But those who invested in the no-gods 
are bankrupt—dead broke. 
 

MSG                                                Isaiah 42:16-17 
  

 
Promises       Turn The Darkness Before Them Into Light 
 

I will lead the blind by a road they do not know, by paths 
they have not known I will guide them. I will turn the 
darkness before them into light, the rough places into 
level ground. These are the things I will do, and I will not 
forsake them.  They shall be turned back and utterly put 
to shame— those who trust in carved images, who say 
to cast images, "You are our gods." 
 

NRSV                                              Isaiah 42:16-17 
 

  
Promises   Make The Darkness Bright Before Them 
 

He will bring blind Israel along a path they have not seen 
before. He will make the darkness bright before them 
and smooth and straighten out the road ahead. He will 
not forsake them.  But those who trust in idols and call 
them gods will be greatly disappointed; they will be 
turned away. 
 

TLB                                                 Isaiah 42:16-17 
 

    

 
Promises                     Make Darkness Into Light 
 

And I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; I 
will lead them in paths that they have not known. I will 
make darkness into light before them and make uneven 
places into a plain. These things I have determined to do 
[for them]; and I will not leave them forsaken.  They shall 
be turned back, they shall be utterly put to shame, who 
trust in graven images, who say to molten images, You 
are our gods. 
 

AMP                                                Isaiah 42:16-17 
   

Promises    Mark Darkness Become Light For Them 
 

Then I will lead the blind along a way they never knew; I 
will guide them along paths they have not known. I will 
make the darkness become light for them, and the rough 
ground smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not 
leave my people.  But those who trust in idols, who say 
to their statues, ’You are our gods’ will be rejected in 
disgrace. 
 

NCV                                                Isaiah 42:16-17 
 
    

 
Promises     Make Darkness Into Light Before Them 
 

 "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths 
they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness 
into light before them And rugged places into plains. 
These are the things I will do, And I will not leave them 
undone."  They will be turned back and be utterly put to 
shame, Who trust in idols, Who say to molten images, 
"You are our gods." 
 

NASB                                              Isaiah 42:16-17 
 

  



Turn Darkness Into Light            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Isaiah 42:16-17                                                In Context: Read Isaiah 42 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before 
them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.  But those who trust in idols, who say 
to images, 'You are our gods,' will be turned back in utter shame. Isaiah 42:16-17 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
I will lead the blind | by ways | they have not known, | along unfamiliar paths | I will guide them; | I will turn the darkness | into light 
| before them | and make | the rough places smooth. | These are the things | I will do; | I will not forsake them.  | But those who | 
trust in idols, | who say to images, | 'You are our gods,' | will be turned back | in utter shame. Isaiah 42:16-17 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I am no fan of darkness, rough places, and unfamiliar paths. But I know you will be my light. You will smooth put rough places 
before me. I will trust you because I know it is you who will lead me along unfamiliar path. And that makes all the difference. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has the Lord taken blinders off your eyes and made you able to see clearly? 
Why can you be sure that the Lord will lead you along unfamiliar paths? 
How has your faith in the Lord grown stronger as He has led along unfamiliar paths? 
How have you learned to rely on the Lord as He has led you along unfamiliar paths? 
How has the Lord turned what was darkness into light as you have followed Him? 
When have you known that the Lord was smoothing out rough places before you? 
Why must you never rely on or trust in idols to help you through darkness and over rough places? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Allow the Lord to give you light and lead you over rough places as you follow Him along unfamiliar paths. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will give you light and help you over rough places as you follow Him along unfamiliar paths. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has led you along unfamiliar paths. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Turn Darkness Into Light          Isaiah 42           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow the Lord to give you light in darkness and lead you over rough places. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, give me light and lead me over rough places as I follow you along unfamiliar paths. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you give me light, and smooth out rough spaces, as you lead me along unfamiliar paths? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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