
 So Sanballat and Geshem sent a message asking me to meet them at one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But I realized they 
were plotting to harm me,  so I replied by sending this message to them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should 
I stop working to come and meet with you?”  Four times they sent the same message, and each time I gave the same reply. 
Nehemiah 6:2-4 (NLT)  

A Great Work 
 
I have a purpose and plan for your life. I have called you into my service. You have been given a great work to do for me. I 
have a mission for you to accomplish. I have a task for you to complete. I will make you able to bear fruit for my kingdom 
and bring glory to my name. Does this surprise you? No, I am not surprised. Why is that? If none of what you have said was 
true, I would be shocked. I would wonder, “What have I been doing with my life?” I have been engaged in a mission. I have been 
working on a task. My purpose in life is to love and follow and serve you. It has been my passionate desire to follow you to where 
you lead me to do what you ask of me. If I am not in the middle of what you had in mind as the purpose and plan for my life, I would 

be very sad. Then I have very good news for you. What’s that? You are on track. You are running on the course I have laid 
out for you. You have gone and done what I have asked of you. Your heart and mind and life are focused on loving and 
following and serving me. I am glad that you think so. Your words are very encouraging. Your words life me up and spur me on. 
That’s good. 
 

Let’s talk a little bit about where you are right now. Where am I right now? You tell me. I am weary and worn out. I am running 
on empty. I feel depleted and maybe ready to give up and quit. How do you feel about that? Not good, not right, it’s not going to 
happen, but the feelings are real. What do you need? I need to be refreshed and restored and revived by you. I need to be lifted-
up and carried by you. I can see that. I need you to give me passion and power, persistence, and perseverance so I will be able to 
keep on doing the great work you have given me to do for you. Is that your hope? Is that your desire? Is that your prayer? Yes 
Lord, it is. You will have all that you ask of me, I will make you able to keep on doing the great work I have given to you. 
Thank you, Lord. 
 
 

Lord, I know you have given me a great work to do for you. Give me your passion and power, and persistence and perseverance in doing 
your work. Help me to say no to time wasters. Help me to focus my heart and mind and life on following and serving you. Amen 
 
 

Key Question… 
How has the Lord helped you to know the great work He has given you to do for Him? 
Living It Out… 
Keep on doing the great work that God has given you to do for Him. 
Seeing It Happen… 
Have faith that the Lord will give you a great work to do for Him. 
Get Ready To Share… 
Share with another person or your small group how you are doing the great work the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
Prayer To Bless Others… 
Lord, how will you give me passion, power, persistence, and perseverance in doing the work I have been given? 
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  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us 
meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they 
intended to do me harm. And I sent messengers to them, 
saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?” 
And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered 
them in the same manner.  
 

ESV                                                Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

 

 
  Promises                               A Great Project 

 

Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: "Come, let us 
meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono." But 
they were scheming to harm me; so I sent messengers to them 
with this reply: "I am carrying on a great project and cannot go 
down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to 
you?" Four times they sent me the same message, and each 
time I gave them the same answer.  
 

NIV                                                 Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 
 
 
 
    

Promises                                 A Great Work 

that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come, let us 
meet together among the villages in the plain of Ono." But they 
thought to do me harm. So I sent messengers to them, saying, 
"I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why 
should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?" But 
they sent me this message four times, and I answered them in 
the same manner.  
 

NKJV                                              Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

  

 
Promises                                  A Great Work 

So Sanballat and Geshem sent a message asking me to meet 
them at one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But I realized they 
were plotting to harm me, so I replied by sending this message 
to them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why 
should I stop working to come and meet with you?” Four times 
they sent the same message, and each time I gave the same 
reply.  
 

NLT                                                 Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

     
 

  Promises                                 A Great Work 
 

—Sanballat and Geshem sent this message: "Come and meet 
with us at Kephirim in the valley of Ono." I knew they were 
scheming to hurt me so I sent messengers back with this: "I'm 
doing a great work; I can't come down. Why should the work 
come to a standstill just so I can come down to see you?" Four 
times they sent this message and four times I gave them my 
answer.  
  

MSG                                               Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

 

 
  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come and let us 
meet together in one of the villages in the plain of Ono." But 
they intended to do me harm. So I sent messengers to them, 
saying, "I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave it to come down to you?" 
They sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in 
the same manner.  
 

NRSV                                             Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

  
  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

they sent me a message asking me to meet them in one of the 
villages in the Plain of Ono. But I realized they were plotting to 
kill me, so I replied by sending back this message to them: "I 
am doing a great work! Why should I stop to come and visit with 
you?" Four times they sent the same message, and each time I 
gave the same reply.  
 

TLB                                                 Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

    

 
  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they 
intended to do me harm. And I sent messengers to them, 
saying, I am doing a great work and cannot come down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave to come down to you? They 
sent to me four times this way, and I answered them as before.  
 

AMP                                               Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

  
  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

So Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, 
Nehemiah, let’s meet together in Kephirim on the plain of Ono.“ 
But they were planning to harm me. So I sent messengers to 
them with this answer: “I am doing a great work, and I can’t 
come down. I don’t want the work to stop while I leave to meet 
you.“ Sanballat and Geshem sent the same message to me 
four times, and each time I sent back the same answer.  
 

NCV                                                Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

    

 
  Promises                                 A Great Work 

 

then Sanballat and Geshem sent a message to me, saying, 
"Come, let us meet together at Chephirim in the plain of Ono." 
But they were planning to harm me. So I sent messengers to 
them, saying, "I am doing a great work and I cannot come 
down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and come 
down to you?" They sent messages to me four times in this 
manner, and I answered them in the same way.  
 

NASB                                             Nehemiah 6:2-4 
 

  



A Great Work                                     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Nehemiah 6:2-4                                            In Context: Read Nehemiah 6 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
So Sanballat and Geshem sent a message asking me to meet them at one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But I realized they were 
plotting to harm me,  so I replied by sending this message to them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop 
working to come and meet with you?”  Four times they sent the same message, and each time I gave the same reply.      Nehemiah 
6:2-4 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
So Sanballat | and Geshem | sent a message | asking me | to meet them | at one of the villages | in the plain of Ono. | But I realized | 
they were plotting | to harm me,  | so I replied | by sending this message | to them: | “I am engaged | in a great work, | so I can’t 
come. | Why should I | stop working | to come and meet with you?”  | Four times | they sent | the same message, | and each time | I 
gave | the same reply. Nehemiah 6:2-4 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know you have given me a great work to do for you. Give me your passion and power, and persistence and perseverance in doing 
your work. Help me to say no to time wasters. Help me to focus my heart and mind and life on following and serving you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has the Lord helped you to know the great work He has given you to do for Him? 
How has the Lord made you able to say no to something that would distract you from doing a great work? 
How has the Lord given you passion and power, persistence, and perseverance in doing His great work? 
What are likely distractions that will prevent you from doing the work you have been given to do for the Lord? 
What times wasters are now making you less productive and fruitful in the work you have been given? 
Why will doing a great work for the Lord always require significant sacrifice on your part? 
What fruit is your life bearing for the Kingdom of God as you do the work the Lord has given to you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Keep on doing the great work that God has given you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will give you a great work to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are doing the great work the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Great Work            Nehemiah 6      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you keep on doing the work the Lord has given you to do for Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will keep on doing the work you have given me to do for you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you give me passion, power, persistence and perseverance in doing the work I have been given? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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