
 But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—and not without results. For I have worked harder 
than any of the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working through me by his grace.  
1 Corinthians 15:10 (NLT) 

Working Hard 

 
What will working hard accomplish? That all depends. That all depends on what? What working hard will accomplish depends 
on who I rely on. That is an interesting answer. That is the only answer that has come to me. Tell me what you mean, explain 
yourself. If I rely on myself and my own hard work, I will accomplish nothing. By myself, apart from you, I can do nothing. On my 
own, I cannot bear fruit for your kingdom or bring glory to your name. My own efforts will never bear fruit for all eternity. I could work 
myself to the bone, I could run myself ragged, I could use every bit of my energy and yet my efforts would amount to nothing without 
you. How do you know this to be true? Is the voice of your experience? Have you learned this by trial and air? Yes, this is 
the voice of my experience. Yes, I have learned this by trial and error. Yet, neither of these alone would have been enough to teach 

me the error of my ways. It is your word that says apart from you I can do nothing. I have done quite a bit of that. I have accomplished 
a lot of nothing. Then you have learned some very valuable lessons. I wish I had not been such a slow learner. At least you 
have learned. There is something that I do want you to hold on to. What’s that? Your desire to work hard in serving me is 
not a bad thing. It is a very good thing. My call on your life will require some very hard work on your part. It is my grace 
that has given you both the desire and ability to work hard in serving me. And now you know that you must rely on my 
grace and power to work in and through you to accomplish my purposes and fulfill my plans. Yes, I do. That is very good. 
 
I want you to take hold of another thought. What’s that? Relying on me will not come easy. Relying on me will not seem 
natural. Learning to rely on me will also be very hard work. How so? You must work hard to keep your heart and mind and 
life focused on me, as you serve me. You must work hard on listening attentively to me. You must work hard on receiving 
my guidance and following my instruction. Will you work hard on relying on me as you work hard in serving me? Yes, I 
will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, I know the futility of working hard without relying on you. So, I know two things. I must rely on you completely as I give my full and 

best effort in serving you. Thank you, for your grace that is teaching me to do both. Use me to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 
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Promises                             I Worked Harder 
 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. 
 

ESV                                          1 Corinthians 15:10 

 

 
  Promises                              I Worked Harder 

 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked 
harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me. 
 

NIV                                            1 Corinthians 15:10 
 
  
 

    
Promises                               I Labored More 

 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more 
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me. 

NKJV                                        1 Corinthians 15:10 

  

 
Promises                     I Have Worked Harder 
 

But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out 
his special favor on me—and not without results. For I 
have worked harder than any of the other apostles; yet it 
was not I but God who was working through me by his 
grace. 
 

NLT                                           1 Corinthians 15:10 

     
 
Promises                                I Worked Hard 

 

But because God was so gracious, so very generous, 
here I am. And I'm not about to let his grace go to waste. 
Haven't I worked hard trying to do more than any of the 
others? Even then, my work didn't amount to all that 
much. It was God giving me the work to do, God giving 
me the energy to do it. 
 

MSG                                         1 Corinthians 15:10 

 

 
Promises                             I Worked Harder 
 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me. 
 

NRSV                                        1 Corinthians 15:10 

  
Promises                             I Worked Harder 

 
But whatever I am now it is all because God 
poured out such kindness and grace upon me—
and not without results: for I have worked harder 
than all the other apostles, yet actually I wasn’t 
doing it, but God working in me, to bless me. 
 

TLB                                           1 Corinthians 15:10 

    

 
Promises                             I Worked Harder 

 

But by the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of 
God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not 
[found to be] for nothing (fruitless and without effect). In 
fact, I worked harder than all of them [the apostles], 
though it was not really I, but the grace (the unmerited 
favor and blessing) of God which was with me. 
 

AMP                                          1 Corinthians 15:10 

  
Promises                             I Worked Harder 
 

But God’s grace has made me what I am, and his 
grace to me was not wasted. I worked harder than 
all the other apostles. (But it was not I really; it was 
God’s grace that was with me.) 
 

NCV                                          1 Corinthians 15:10 

    

 
Promises                       I Labored Even More 
 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His 
grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored 
even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace 
of God with me.  
 

NASB                                        1 Corinthians 15:10 

  



I Have Worked Harder                 Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – 1 Corinthians 15:10                                In Context: Read 1 Corinthians 15 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me—and not without results. For I have worked harder 
than any of the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working through me by his grace. 1 Corinthians 15:10 (NLT) 
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But whatever I am now, | it is all because | God poured out | his special favor on me | —and not without results. | For I have worked 
harder | than any of | the other apostles; | yet it was not I | but God | who was | working through me | by his grace.                                             
1 Corinthians 15:10 (NLT) 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know the futility of working hard without relying on you. So, I know two things. I must rely on you completely as I give my full 
and best effort in serving you. Thank you, for your grace that is teaching me to do both. Use me to bear fruit for your kingdom. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How has the grace of God given you the desire to work hard in serving Him? 
Why will following and serving the Lord often require very hard work on your part? 
Why will your hard work alone never accomplish God’s purposes and fulfill His plans? 
Why is it foolish to work hard without relying on God’s power to work in and through you? 
How have you learned to rely completely on the Lord as you worked hard in serving Him? 
When have you known, without a doubt, that God was pouring His favor on you? 
What has God’s grace and power accomplished in and through you as have worked hard in serving Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the grace of God to accomplish His purposes and fulfill His plans as you work hard in serving Him.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the grace of God will help you to accomplish His purposes and fulfill His plans as you serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group what God’s grace is accomplishing in and through you as you serve Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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I Have Worked Harder  1 Corinthians 15       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the grace and power of God as you work hard in serving Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will rely on your grace and power as I work hard in serving you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will your grace and power help me to accomplish your purposes and fulfill your plans today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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