
Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father 
who sent me.  "All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:23-27 (NIV)  

 

Counsel 
 

Well, I certainly need that. You certainly need what? I certainly need your counsel. Why do you think you need my counsel? 
To start with, I am not all that wise. Without your counsel, I have and will likely continue to stumble through life, bouncing from one 
meaningless endeavor to another. Not only am I unwise; I can’t see the future. Sometimes, maybe quite often, the decisions before 
me appear to be equal, although that is rarely the case. I need you to guard and guide the course of my life. I need you to keep my 
life on track. I am no fan of taking missteps that I would need to retrace so I can start over. Doing that has wasted a lot of my time 

and energy. That is true.  Why else do you need my counsel? Life is difficult. Life is demanding. Life is disconcerting. As you 
already know, and I am sorry to say, it does not take much for me to become discouraged and depressed. I wish that I was stronger 
and more resilient than I am. I need you to be my strength. I need you to fill me with your power. I need you to revive and refresh 
and restore me when I become weary and worn out. Then you need me quite often? Yes, I need you working in and through my 
life, every moment of every day. It is good for you to acknowledge that you need my help. Can I make a suggestion? Yes, of 
course, I welcome anything you have to say to me. What is your suggestion? Ask for my help. Ask for my power. Ask for me to 
work in and through your life throughout all the moments of your day. Rely on me to help you. Stop relying on yourself. 
Will you rely on my help? Yes, I will. That will be very good. Why else do you need my counsel? In this world, my mind is 
constantly under attack. My mind is a battleground. The world is constantly bombarding me with its thoughts and opinion and values. 
Without your help, I am likely to think and speak and act like everyone else in the world. What would you like me to do for you? 
I would like you to take your word and use it like a sword to fight in me, with me and for me so I can resist temptation and fight 
against evil. I want you to use your word to change my heart, transform my mind and guide my life. This sounds like the prayer 
of your heart. It is. I will hear and answer this prayer. I will do all that you are asking of me. I will be your counselor and 
comforter, guard, and guide, and helper as you walk through life with me. Thank you, Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Spirit fan the flame of my desire to follow and obey Jesus Christ. Teach me so I will know the will and ways of God. Remind me of 

everything I have been taught. Powerfully use the word of God to change my heart, transform my mind, and guide my life. Amen 
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Promises                                            The Helper 
 

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
home with him.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who 
sent me.  “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with 
you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
 

ESV                                                   John 14:23-27 
  

 
Promises                                      The Counselor 
 

Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father 
who sent me.  "All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the 
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid. 
 

NIV                                                    John 14:23-27 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Promises                                            The Helper 
 

Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep 
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 
make Our home with him.  He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's 
who sent Me.  "These things I have spoken to you while being 
present with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.  Peace I leave with you, 
My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
 

NKJV                                                 John 14:23-27 
   

 
Promises                                        The Advocate 
 

Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love 
them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. 
Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my 
words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who 
sent me.  I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 
But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that 
is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you 
of everything I have told you.  “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of 
mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. 
So don’t be troubled or afraid. 
 

NLT                                                    John 14:23-27 
 
     

 
Promises                                            The Friend 
 

"Because a loveless world," said Jesus, "is a sightless world. If anyone 
loves me, he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him—
we'll move right into the neighborhood!  Not loving me means not 
keeping my words. The message you are hearing isn't mine. It's the 
message of the Father who sent me.  "I'm telling you these things while 
I'm still living with you.  The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will 
send at my request, will make everything plain to you. He will remind you 
of all the things I have told you.  I'm leaving you well and whole. That's 
my parting gift to you. Peace. I don't leave you the way you're used to 
being left—feeling abandoned, bereft. So don't be upset. Don't be 
distraught. 
 

MSG                                                  John 14:23-27 
  

 
Promises                                       The Advocate 
 

Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and 
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 
home with them.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the 
Father who sent me.  "I have said these things to you while I am still 
with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
 

NRSV                                               John 14:23-27 
   

  Promises                                      The Comforter 
 

Jesus replied, "Because I will only reveal myself to those who love me 
and obey me. The Father will love them too, and we will come to them 
and live with them.  Anyone who doesn’t obey me doesn’t love me. And 
remember, I am not making up this answer to your question! It is the 
answer given by the Father who sent me.  "I am telling you these things 
now while I am still with you.  But when the Father sends the Comforter 
instead of me —and by the Comforter I mean the Holy Spirit—he will 
teach you much, as well as remind you of everything I myself have told 
you.  "I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart! And the 
peace I give isn’t fragile like the peace the world gives. So don’t be 
troubled or afraid. 
 

TLB                                                   John 14:23-27 
     

 
Promises                                      The Comforter 
 

Jesus answered, If a person [really] loves Me, he will keep My word [obey My teaching]; and 
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home (abode, special 
dwelling place) with him.  Anyone who does not [really] love Me does not observe and obey 
My teaching. And the teaching which you hear and heed is not Mine, but [comes] from the 
Father Who sent Me.  I have told you these things while I am still with you.  But the 
Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, Standby), the Holy 
Spirit, Whom the Father will send in My name [in My place, to represent Me and act on My 
behalf], He will teach you all things. And He will cause you to recall (will remind you of, bring 
to your remembrance) everything I have told you.  Peace I leave with you; My [own] peace I 
now give and bequeath to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. [Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated and 
disturbed; and do not permit yourselves to be fearful and intimidated and cowardly and 
unsettled.] 

AMP                                                  John 14:23-27 
 
  

  Promises                                            The Helper 
 

Jesus answered, “If people love me, they will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them.  Those who do not love me do not obey my teaching. 
This teaching that you hear is not really mine; it is from my Father, 
who sent me.  “I have told you all these things while I am with you. 
But the Helper will teach you everything and will cause you to 
remember all that I told you. This Helper is the Holy Spirit whom the 
Father will send in my name.  “I leave you peace; my peace I give 
you. I do not give it to you as the world does. So don’t let your 
hearts be troubled or afraid. 
 

NCV                                                  John 14:23-27 
     

 
Promises                                            The Helper 
 

Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep 
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and 
make Our abode with him.  "He who does not love Me does not 
keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the 
Father's who sent Me.  "These things I have spoken to you while 
abiding with you.  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you.  "Peace I leave with you; My 
peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not 
let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 
 

NASB                                                John 14:23-27 
   



The Counselor                                   Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – John 14:23-27                                                     In Context: Read John 14 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent 
me.  "All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 14:23-27 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Jesus replied, | "If anyone loves me, | he will obey my teaching. | My Father will love him, | and we will come to him | and make | our 
home | with him.  | He who does not love me | will not obey my teaching. | These words you hear | are not my own; | they belong to 
the Father | who sent me. | "All this I have spoken | while still with you.  | But the Counselor, | the Holy Spirit, | whom the Father | will 
send in my name, | will teach you | all things | and will | remind you | of everything | I have said | to you.  | Peace I leave with you; | 
my peace I give you. | I do not give to you | as the world gives. | Do not let | your hearts be troubled | and do not | be afraid.                
John 14:23-27 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Holy Spirit fan the flame of my desire to follow and obey Jesus Christ. Teach me so I will know the will and ways of God. Remind me of 
everything I have been taught. Powerfully use the word of God to change my heart, transform my mind, and guide my life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How is the Holy Spirit fanning the flame of your desire to follow and obey God? 
How is the Holy Spirit teaching you so you can understand the will and ways of God? 
How has the Holy Spirit applied God’s word to very specific situations in your life? 
How has the Holy Spirit used God’s word to help you resist temptation and fight against evil? 
How is the Holy Spirit using God’s word to change your heart, transform your mind, and guide your life? 
How has the Holy Spirit been reminding you of what you have been taught from God’s word? 
How has the Holy Spirit been comforting you and giving you peace in very trying circumstances? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Holy Spirit to comfort and counsel, guard and guide you through life as you love, follow, and obey Christ. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Holy Spirit will be with you to help you, to follow and obey Christ throughout your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Holy Spirit has been with you to help you throughout your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Counselor     John 14           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you rely on the Holy Spirit to be your comforter, counselor and helper as you love, follow, and obey Christ. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Holy Spirit, I will rely on you to be my comforter, counselor, and helper as I love, follow, and obey Christ. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Holy Spirit, how will you comfort, counsel and help me as I love and follow and obey Christ. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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