
 An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble.  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good 
things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.  The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.  A 
fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult.  A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false 
witness tells lies.  Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips endure forever, but a 
lying tongue lasts only a moment. Proverbs 12:13-19 (NIV)  
 

Wise Words 

 
That is what I want to speak. What do you want to speak? I want to speak wise words. I want life giving, healing words to come 
out of my mouth. That’s good, we both want the very same thing. Is there a problem? Yes, there is a huge problem. What’s 
that? I’m not wise. Wise, life giving, and healing words don’t naturally flow out of my mouth. If I am not exceedingly careful, I can 
and have spoken reckless words that have pierced others like a sword. It isn’t easy for me to overlook an insult. It is very difficult for 

me to hide my annoyance with someone who has mistreated me. I see. Yes, I am sure that you do see. What do you need from 
me? I need you to change my heart and transform my mind. I need you to help me to think and speak and act like you. I need a 
loving and forgiving heart. Stifling rash actions and reckless words that are in me, will never work. If they are in my heart and on my 
mind, they are certain to come out of my mouth. That is true. So, basically you want a heart transplant, is that correct? Yes, 
that is correct, without any doubt. So, you are not asking me to do cosmetic changes to your life? Absolutely not! I want the 
total makeover. I want the complete overhaul. I want you to mold and shape my life. I want to be able to think and speak and act in 
ways that are pleasing to you. That is a very good desire. That is an excellent prayer. That is a very good hope and dream 
and desire. Do you believe that I will change your heart and transform your mind so that you will be able to think and speak 
and act like me? Do you believe that I will make you able to speak life giving words that will bring healing into the lives of 
others? I am certain that you will hear and answer my prayer. I am certain that you will make me able to speak life giving words 
that bring healing to others. I am certain that you will make my speaking rash and reckless words a thing of the distant past. Yes, I 
will hear and answer this prayer of yours. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, I have not always spoken wise words that brought healing to others. Instead, I have sometimes spoken reckless words that pierced 

like a sword. Forgive me. Give me wise words to speak so that the words of my mouth will bring healing to others. Amen 
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Promises                                          Rash Words 
 

An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the 
righteous escapes from trouble.  From the fruit of his mouth a man 
is satisfied with good, and the work of a man’s hand comes back to 
him.  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man 
listens to advice.  The vexation of a fool is known at once, but the 
prudent ignores an insult.  Whoever speaks the truth gives honest 
evidence, but a false witness utters deceit.  There is one whose 
rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings 
healing.  Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but for a 
moment. 
 

ESV                                            Proverbs 12:13-19 
  

 
Promises                                   Reckless Words 
 

An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man 
escapes trouble.  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with 
good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. 
The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to 
advice.  A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent 
man overlooks an insult.  A truthful witness gives honest 
testimony, but a false witness tells lies.  Reckless words pierce 
like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful 
lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 
 

NIV                                             Proverbs 12:13-19 
 
  
 

    
Promises                                   Reckless Words 
 

 The wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, But the 
righteous will come through trouble.  A man will be satisfied with 
good by the fruit of his mouth, And the recompense of a man's 
hands will be rendered to him.  The way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise.  A fool's wrath is known at 
once, But a prudent man covers shame.  He who speaks truth 
declares righteousness, But a false witness, deceit.  There is one 
who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the tongue of the wise 
promotes health.  The truthful lip shall be established forever, But a 
lying tongue is but for a moment. 
 

NKJV                                          Proverbs 12:13-19 
   

 
Promises                                    Cutting Remarks 
 

The wicked are trapped by their own words, but the godly 
escape such trouble.  Wise words bring many benefits, and hard 
work brings rewards.  Fools think their own way is right, but the 
wise listen to others.  A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise 
person stays calm when insulted.  An honest witness tells the 
truth; a false witness tells lies.  Some people make cutting 
remarks, but the words of the wise bring healing.  Truthful words 
stand the test of time, but lies are soon exposed. 
 

NLT                                             Proverbs 12:13-19 
 

     
 
Promises                                    Rash Language 
 

The gossip of bad people gets them in trouble; the conversation of 
good people keeps them out of it.  Well-spoken words bring 
satisfaction; well-done work has its own reward.  Fools are 
headstrong and do what they like; wise people take advice. Fools 
have short fuses and explode all too quickly; the prudent quietly 
shrug off insults.  Truthful witness by a good person clears the air, 
but liars lay down a smoke screen of deceit.  Rash language cuts 
and maims, but there is healing in the words of the wise.  Truth 
lasts; lies are here today, gone tomorrow. 
 

MSG                                           Proverbs 12:13-19 
 
 

 
Promises                                          Rash Words 
 

The evil are ensnared by the transgression of their lips, but the 
righteous escape from trouble.  From the fruit of the mouth one 
is filled with good things, and manual labor has its reward. 
Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to advice. 
Fools show their anger at once, but the prudent ignore an 
insult.  Whoever speaks the truth gives honest evidence, but a 
false witness speaks deceitfully.  Rash words are like sword 
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips 
endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 
 

NRSV                                         Proverbs 12:13-19 
   

Promises                                   Cutting Remarks 
 

Lies will get any man into trouble, but honesty is its own 
defense.  Telling the truth gives a man great satisfaction, and 
hard work returns many blessings to him.  A fool thinks he 
needs no advice, but a wise man listens to others.  A fool is 
quick-tempered; a wise man stays cool when insulted.  A good 
man is known by his truthfulness; a false man by deceit and 
lies.  Some people like to make cutting remarks, but the words 
of the wise soothe and heal.  Truth stands the test of time; lies 
are soon exposed. 
 

TLB                                             Proverbs 12:13-19 
     

 
Promises                                       Speak Rashly 
 

 The wicked is [dangerously] snared by the transgression of his lips, but 
the [uncompromisingly] righteous shall come out of trouble.  From the 
fruit of his words a man shall be satisfied with good, and the work of a 
man's hands shall come back to him [as a harvest].  The way of a fool is 
right in his own eyes, but he who listens to counsel is wise.  A fool's 
wrath is quickly and openly known, but a prudent man ignores an insult. 
 He who breathes out truth shows forth righteousness (uprightness and 
right standing with God), but a false witness utters deceit.  There are 
those who speak rashly, like the piercing of a sword, but the tongue of 
the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips shall be established forever, but a 
lying tongue is [credited] but for a moment.  
 

AMP                                           Proverbs 12:13-19 
   

Promises                                    Careless Words 
 

Evil people are trapped by their evil talk, but good people stay 
out of trouble.  People will be rewarded for what they say, and 
they will also be rewarded for what they do.  Fools think they 
are doing right, but the wise listen to advice.  Fools quickly 
show that they are upset, but the wise ignore insults.  An 
honest witness tells the truth, but a dishonest witness tells lies. 
Careless words stab like a sword, but wise words bring healing. 
Truth will continue forever, but lies are only for a moment. 
 

NCV                                            Proverbs 12:13-19 
 
    

 
Promises                                     Speaks Rashly 
 

 An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, But the 
righteous will escape from trouble.  A man will be satisfied with good by 
the fruit of his words, And the deeds of a man's hands will return to him. 
 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who 
listens to counsel.  A fool's anger is known at once, But a prudent man 
conceals dishonor.  He who speaks truth tells what is right, But a false 
witness, deceit.  There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a 
sword, But the tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips will be 
established forever, But a lying tongue is only for a moment.  
 

NASB                                         Proverbs 12:13-19 
 

  



Reckless Words                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – Proverbs 12:13-19                                         In Context: Read Proverbs 12 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble.  From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things 
as surely as the work of his hands rewards him.  The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice.  A fool shows 
his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult.  A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells 
lies.  Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts 
only a moment. Proverbs 12:13-19 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
An evil man | is trapped by | his sinful talk, | but a righteous man | escapes trouble.  | From the fruit of his lips | a man is filled with | 
good things | as surely as | the work of his hands | rewards him.  | The way of a fool | seems right to him, | but a wise man | listens to 
advice. | A fool | shows his annoyance | at once, | but a prudent man | overlooks an insult.  | A truthful witness | gives honest testimony, 
| but a false witness tells lies.  | Reckless words pierce like a sword, | but the tongue of the wise | brings healing.  | Truthful lips | endure 
forever, | but a lying tongue | lasts only | a moment. Proverbs 12:13-19 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have not always spoken wise words that brought healing to others. Instead, I have sometimes spoken reckless words that pierced 
like a sword. Forgive me. Give me wise words to speak so that the words of my mouth will bring healing to others. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why can you be sure that your life will see abundant rewards for always being truthful? 
How willing are you to overlook an insult that has been spoken against you? 
Why is it exceedingly foolish to angrily show your annoyance when others who mistreat you? 
How carefully do you listen to and follow wise advice that has been given to you? 
When have you suffered because you failed to listen to and follow wise advice? 
When has someone’s reckless words pierced your heart like a sword? 
How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make it your desire, goal, and practice to speak wise words that will bring healing to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that you can speak wise words that will bring healing to others 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you have been able to speak wise words of healing to others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reckless Words            Proverbs 12      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you speak wise words that bring healing into the lives of others. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, give me wise words to speak so I can bring healing into the lives of others. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what wise words of healing can I speak into other’s lives today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                    Copying not permitted                  www.GrowingAsDisciples.com 

 


	Devotional - Promises - Day 278 - Proverbs 12-13-19 - Wise Words
	Promises - Day 278 - Proverbs 12-13-19 - Reckless Words
	Memory Verse - Promises - Day 278 - Proverbs 12-13-19 - Reckless Words - 10 Versions
	Promises - Day 278 - Proverbs 12-13-19 - Reckless Words
	Journal Page - Promises - Day 278 - Proverbs 12-13-19 - Reckless Words


	Year: 
	Week: 
	Day: 
	Date: 
	forever  but a lying tongue  lasts only  a moment Proverbs 121319 NIV 1: 
	forever  but a lying tongue  lasts only  a moment Proverbs 121319 NIV 2: 
	like a sword Forgive me Give me wise words to speak so that the words of my mouth will bring healing to others Amen 1: 
	like a sword Forgive me Give me wise words to speak so that the words of my mouth will bring healing to others Amen 2: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 1: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 2: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 3: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 4: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 5: 
	How are you making sure that you speak wise words that brings healing to others 6: 
	Make it your desire goal and practice to speak wise words that will bring healing to others: 
	Have faith that you can speak wise words that will bring healing to others: 
	Share with another person or your small group how you have been able to speak wise words of healing to others: 
	Pause And Offer Prayers Of: 
	Thanksgiving: 
	Intercession: 
	Confession 1: 
	Confession 2: 
	Year_2: 
	Week_2: 
	Day_2: 
	Date_2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 1: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 2: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 3: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 4: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 5: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 6: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 7: 
	What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord 8: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 1: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 2: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 3: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 4: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 5: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 6: 
	What Prayers Are You Praying Today 7: 
	May you speak wise words that bring healing into the lives of others 1: 
	May you speak wise words that bring healing into the lives of others 2: 
	May you speak wise words that bring healing into the lives of others 3: 
	Lord give me wise words to speak so I can bring healing into the lives of others 1: 
	Lord give me wise words to speak so I can bring healing into the lives of others 2: 
	Lord give me wise words to speak so I can bring healing into the lives of others 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 1: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 2: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 3: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 4: 
	What Do You Want To Remember About Today 5: 
	Lord what wise words of healing can I speak into others lives today 1: 
	Lord what wise words of healing can I speak into others lives today 2: 
	Lord what wise words of healing can I speak into others lives today 3: 


