
Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged more 
strictly.  Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control 
ourselves in every other way.  We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth.  And a small 
rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong.  In the same way, the tongue 
is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. James 3:1-5 (NLT)  
 

Your Mouth 

 
What words are coming out of your mouth? How are the words of your mouth guiding the course of your life? What does 
that mean? Are you speaking words filled with faith? Are you speaking words filled with doubt? Are you speaking life giving 
words that will bless the lives of others according to their needs? Are you speaking harmful and hurtful words that will 
curse the lives of others? Are you getting a sense of what I am talking about when I ask, “What words are coming out of 

your mouth?” Yes, I do. Tell me what you have noticed about my questions. I see that I have a choice to make. Yes, you do 
have a choice to make. Tell me more about the choice that is before you. My words can be helpful or hurtful. My words can 
bring life, or my words can bring death. You do clearly see the choice that is before you. 
 
I would like you to know something else. What’s that? Your words will reveal the condition of your heart. How so? Whatever 
is in your heart will be revealed by your words. If you heat is full of faith, then your words will be full of faith. If your heart 
is filled with doubt, then your words will be filled with doubt. If you are kind and loving your words will bless the lives of 
others, according to their needs. If you are bitter and angry your words will curse the lives of others. I see. So, what does 
all that I am saying to you tell you? I need to guard both my heart and my words. Is that a task that you can handle all by 
yourself? Not hardly, not at all, really. What do you need? I need your help. I need you to change my heart. I need you to transform 
my mind. I need you to help me to think your thoughts and speak your words. Do you believe that I will change your heart and 
transform your mind so that you can think my thoughts and speak my words? Yes, I do believe you will do that work in me, 
for me, and through me. That’s good. That is exactly what I do in you, for you, and through you, so you can think and speak 
and act in ways that are pleasing to me. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord, I have made many mistakes, taken missteps, and sinned with the words that have come out of my mouth. Forgive me. Help me to 

guard my heart and my mouth. Help me to speak only life-giving words that will richly bless others according to their needs. Amen 
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Promises             We All Stumble In Many Ways 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.  For 
we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole 
body.  If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies as well.  Look at the ships also: though 
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by 
a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.  So also 
the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How 
great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 
 

ESV                                                      James 3:1-5 
  

 
Promises             We All Stumble In Many Ways 
 

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, 
because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 
We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check. 
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 
we can turn the whole animal.  Or take ships as an example. 
Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 
Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great 
boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 
 

NIV                                                       James 3:1-5 
 
  
 

    
Promises             We All Stumble In Many Ways 
 

My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we 
shall receive a stricter judgment.  For we all stumble in many things. 
If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also 
to bridle the whole body.  Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths that 
they may obey us, and we turn their whole body.  Look also at 
ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, 
they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 
Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See 
how great a forest a little fire kindles! 
 

NKJV                                                    James 3:1-5 
 
  

 
Promises                We All Make Many Mistakes 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers 
in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly.  Indeed, 
we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we 
would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other way. 
 We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a 
small bit in its mouth.  And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn 
wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong. 
 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand 
speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. 
 

NLT                                                       James 3:1-5 
 
     

 
Promises    We Get It Wrong Nearly Every Time 
 

 Don't be in any rush to become a teacher, my friends. Teaching is highly 
responsible work. Teachers are held to the strictest standards.  And 
none of us is perfectly qualified. We get it wrong nearly every time we 
open our mouths. If you could find someone whose speech was perfectly 
true, you'd have a perfect person, in perfect control of life.  A bit in the 
mouth of a horse controls the whole horse.  A small rudder on a huge 
ship in the hands of a skilled captain sets a course in the face of the 
strongest winds.  A word out of your mouth may seem of no account, but 
it can accomplish nearly anything—or destroy it! It only takes a spark, 
remember, to set off a forest fire. 
 

MSG                                                     James 3:1-5 
  

 
Promises            All Of Us Make Many Mistakes 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, 
for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness.  For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 
check with a bridle.  If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.  Or look at ships: 
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs.  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
 

NRSV                                                 James 3:1-5 
   

Promises                We All Make Many Mistakes 
 

Dear brothers, don’t be too eager to tell others their faults, for we all make 
many mistakes; and when we teachers of religion, who should know better, do 
wrong, our punishment will be greater than it would be for others.  If anyone 
can control his tongue, it proves that he has perfect control over himself in 
every other way.  We can make a large horse turn around and go wherever 
we want by means of a small bit in his mouth.  And a tiny rudder makes a 
huge ship turn wherever the pilot wants it to go, even though the winds are 
strong.  So also the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous damage it can 
do. A great forest can be set on fire by one tiny spark. 
 

TLB                                                      James 3:1-5 
 

    

 
Promises                           We All Often Stumble 
 

 NOT MANY [of you] should become teachers (self-constituted censors and 
reprovers of others), my brethren, for you know that we [teachers] will be judged by a 
higher standard and with greater severity [than other people; thus we assume the 
greater accountability and the more condemnation].  For we all often stumble and fall 
and offend in many things. And if anyone does not offend in speech [never says the 
wrong things], he is a fully developed character and a perfect man, able to control his 
whole body and to curb his entire nature.  If we set bits in the horses' mouths to 
make them obey us, we can turn their whole bodies about.  Likewise, look at the 
ships: though they are so great and are driven by rough winds, they are steered by a 
very small rudder wherever the impulse of the helmsman determines.  Even so the 
tongue is a little member, and it can boast of great things. See how much wood or 
how great a forest a tiny spark can set ablaze! James 3:1-5 (AMP)  
 

AMP                                                     James 3:1-5 
   

Promises                We All Make Many Mistakes 
 

My brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers, 
because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 
We all make many mistakes. If people never said anything wrong, 
they would be perfect and able to control their entire selves, too. 
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 
we can control their whole bodies.  Also a ship is very big, and it is 
pushed by strong winds. But a very small rudder controls that big 
ship, making it go wherever the pilot wants.  It is the same with the 
tongue. It is a small part of the body, but it brags about great things. 
A big forest fire can be started with only a little flame. 
 

NCV                                                     James 3:1-5 
     

 
Promises             We All Stumble In Many Ways 
 

 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that 
as such we will incur a stricter judgment.  For we all stumble in 
many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a 
perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.  Now if we put 
the bits into the horses' mouths so that they will obey us, we direct 
their entire body as well.  Look at the ships also, though they are so 
great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very 
small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.  So also 
the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great 
things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 
 

NASB                                                   James 3:1-5 
   



We All Make Many Mistakes      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
Promises – James 3:1-5                                                       In Context: Read James 3 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Dear brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers in the church, for we who teach will be judged more strictly.  Indeed, 
we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every other 
way.  We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a small bit in its mouth.  And a small rudder makes a huge ship 
turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even though the winds are strong.  In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes 
grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. James 3:1-5 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Dear brothers and sisters, | not many of you | should become teachers | in the church, | for we | who teach | will be judged more 
strictly.  | Indeed, | we all make | many mistakes. | For if we | could control our tongues, | we would | be perfect | and | could also 
control ourselves | in every other way.  | We can make | a large horse | go wherever | we want | by means of | a small bit | in its mouth. 
| And a small rudder | makes a huge ship | turn wherever | the pilot chooses to go, | even though | the winds are strong.  | In the same 
way, | the tongue is a small thing | that makes grand speeches. | But a tiny spark | can set | a great forest | on fire.     
James 3:1-5 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have made many mistakes, taken missteps, and sinned with the words that have come out of my mouth. Forgive me. Help me 
to guard my heart and my mouth. Help me to speak only life-giving words that will richly bless others according to their needs. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you made mistakes, taken missteps, and sinned with words that came out of your mouth? 
How is your tongue like a rudder that guides the direction of your life? 
How has your tongue guided you on good and bad directions in life? 
How is your tongue like a spark that can start a whole forest on fire? 
When have you made the mistake of speaking words that inflamed a situation? 
Why are the words of your mouth a sure indication of the condition of your heart? 
How are being careful to guard both your heart and the words that come out of your mouth? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Rely on the Lord to help you to guard your heart and the words of your mouth. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to guard your heart and the words of your mouth. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has helped you to guard your heart and mouth. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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We All Make Many Mistakes  James 3           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you guard both your heart and the words that come out of your mouth. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will guard both my heart and the words that come out of my mouth. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you help me to guard my heart and the words that come out of my mouth today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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