
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He said: "In a certain town there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the 
plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear 
God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually 
wear me out with her coming!'"  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And will not God bring about justice for 
his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and 
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)  
         

Persistent In Prayers 
 

That I will be. What will you be? I will be persistent in my prayers. I will keep on praying. I will not grow weary. I will not become 
tired. I will not quit and give up bringing my prayers to you. Why will you be persistent in your prayers? That is what you have 

asked of me. If you ask me to do something, I’m not going to spend a lot of time analyzing it or debating you. If you ask me to do 
something, that is all I need to know. I will do whatever you ask of me even when I don’t completely understand all the “what’s” and 
“why’s” of your request of me. That sounds like taking steps of faith with me, doesn’t it? Yes, it does. If I had every answer and 
new all the details of what you asked of me, what faith would be required of me? I know without a doubt that you want me to place 
all my faith in you. Yes, I do. Being persistent in my prayers is one way, a very important way, of my placing my faith in you. Being 
persistent in my prayers also answers the question, “Do I really believe that you will hear and answer my prayer?” If I have faith, I 
will keep on praying. If I do not have faith, I will quit and give up. I will stop praying to you. That I will never do. That will be very 
good. 
 

I have a new topic for your prayers. It is a topic that has not often been the topic of your prayers. It is a new arena of prayer 
that I would like you to enter. That sounds interesting. That sounds exciting. I am glad that you think so. You have my full 
attention. There is pain and suffering in the world around you. There is brokenness in the lives of people all around you. 
There is injustice everywhere you turn in the world around you. I want you to pray for justice in the world around you. I 
want you to pray for those who are experiencing injustice.  I want you to intercede for those who are bruised and battered 
and broken. Will you do that? Will you pray these prayers? Yes, Heavenly Father, I will pray for the specific needs of those who 
are suffering injustice all around me. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 

 

Heavenly Father, I know you will hear and answer my prayers. I will be persistent in prayers. I will never give up and quit praying. I will 

keep on bringing my and others needs before you. Hear my prayers. Accomplish your all purposes and plans on the earth. Amen 
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  The Compassionate Life         Give Justice To Them 
 

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose 
heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward 
he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down 
by her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 
And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

ESV                                                       Luke 18:1-8 

 
 

 
  The Compassionate Life    See That They Get Justice 

 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray 
and not give up. He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared 
God nor cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 
him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  
"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear 
God or care about men,  et because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 
she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" And the 
Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice 
for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 
I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"  

NIV                                                        Luke 18:1-8 

 
  
 
    

  The Compassionate Life                  Avenge Them 
 

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 
saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 
Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me 
from my adversary.' And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within 
himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles 
me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.' " Then the Lord 
said, "Hear what the unjust judge said.  
And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though 
He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, 
when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"  

NKJV                                                     Luke 18:1-8 

 

  

 
  The Compassionate Life         Grant Justice To Them 

 

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and 
never give up. “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God 
nor cared about people. A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me 
justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he 
said to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people, but this woman is driving me 
crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her 
constant requests!’” Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even 
he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice 
to his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 
I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how 
many will he find on the earth who have faith?” 

NLT                                                        Luke 18:1-8 

 
     

 
  The Compassionate Life                   Grant Justice 

 

Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently 
and never quit. He said, "There was once a judge in some city who never gave God 
a thought and cared nothing for people. A widow in that city kept after him: 'My rights 
are being violated. Protect me!' "He never gave her the time of day. But after this 
went on and on he said to himself, 'I care nothing what God thinks, even less what 
people think. But because this widow won't quit badgering me, I'd better do 
something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I'm going to end up beaten black 
and blue by her pounding.' " Then the Master said, "Do you hear what that judge, 
corrupt as he is, is saying? So what makes you think God won't step in and work 
justice for his chosen people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up for 
them? I assure you, he will. He will not drag his feet. But how much of that kind of 
persistent faith will the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?"  

MSG                                                      Luke 18:1-8 

  

 
  The Compassionate Life        Grant Justice To Them 

 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, 'Grant me justice against my opponent.' For a while he refused; but later he 
said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 
wear me out by continually coming.'" And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust 
judge says.  And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day 
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice 
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

NRSV                                                    Luke 18:1-8 

 
  

  The Compassionate Life                            Give Justice 
One day Jesus told his disciples a story to illustrate their need for constant prayer 
and to show them that they must keep praying until the answer comes. "There was a 
city judge," he said, "a very godless man who had great contempt for everyone. A 
widow of that city came to him frequently to appeal for justice against a man who had 
harmed her. The judge ignored her for a while, but eventually she got on his nerves. 
" ’I fear neither God nor man,’ he said to himself, ’but this woman bothers me. I’m 
going to see that she gets justice, for she is wearing me out with her constant 
coming!’ " Then the Lord said, "If even an evil judge can be worn down like that, don’t 
you think that God will surely give justice to his people who plead with him day and 
night? Yes! He will answer them quickly! But the question is: When I, the Messiah, 
return, how many will I find who have faith [and are praying]?" 

TLB                                                       Luke 18:1-8 

 
    

 
The Compassionate Life                  Avenge Them  

ALSO [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not to turn 
coward (faint, lose heart, and give up). He said, In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither reverenced and feared God nor respected or considered man. And there was a 
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, Protect and defend and give me 
justice against my adversary.  And for a time he would not; but later he said to himself, 
Though I have neither reverence or fear for God nor respect or consideration for man, Yet 
because this widow continues to bother me, I will defend and protect and avenge her, lest 
she give me intolerable annoyance and wear me out by her continual coming or at the last 
she come and rail on me or assault me or strangle me. Then the Lord said, Listen to what 
the unjust judge says! And will not [our just] God defend and protect and avenge His elect 
(His chosen ones), who cry to Him day and night? Will He defer them and delay help on their 
behalf?  I tell you, He will defend and protect and avenge them speedily. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will He find [persistence in] faith on the earth? 

AMP                                                     Luke 18:1-8 

    The Compassionate Life     See That They Get Justice  
Then Jesus used this story to teach his followers that they should always pray and 
never lose hope. “In a certain town there was a judge who did not respect God or 
care about people. In that same town there was a widow who kept coming to this 
judge, saying, ’Give me my rights against my enemy.’  For a while the judge refused 
to help her. But afterwards, he thought to himself, ’Even though I don’t respect God 
or care about people,  I will see that she gets her rights. Otherwise she will continue 
to bother me until I am worn out.’ “ The Lord said, “Listen to what the unfair judge 
said. God will always give what is right to his people who cry to him night and day, 
and he will not be slow to answer them. I tell you, God will help his people quickly. 
But when the Son of Man comes again, will he find those on earth who believe in 
him?“ 

NCV                                                      Luke 18:1-8 

 

    

  The Compassionate Life    See That They Get Justice 
 

Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and 
not to lose heart, saying, "In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God 
and did not respect man. "There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to 
him, saying, 'Give me legal protection from my opponent.' "For a while he was 
unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, 'Even though I do not fear God nor 
respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, 
otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.'" And the Lord said, "Hear 
what the unrighteous judge *said; now, will not God bring about justice for His elect 
who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? "I tell you that He 
will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will 
He find faith on the earth?" 

NASB                                                    Luke 18:1-8 

 

  



See That They Get Justice          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Compassionate Life – Luke 18:1-8                                In Context: Read Luke 18 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.  He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor cared about men.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my 
adversary.'  "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'"  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust 
judge says.  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will 
see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable | to show them that | they should always pray and not give up. | He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who 
neither feared God | nor cared about men. | And there was a widow in that town | who kept coming to him with the plea, | 'Grant me justice against my 
adversary.'  | "For some time he refused. | But finally he said to himself, | 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, | yet because this widow | 
keeps bothering me, | I will see that | she gets justice, | so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" | And the Lord said, | "Listen to what 
the unjust judge says.  | And will not God bring about justice | for his chosen ones, | who cry out to him day and night? | Will he keep putting them off? | I 
tell you, | he will see that they get justice, | and quickly. | However, when the Son of Man comes, | will he find faith | on the earth?"          
Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, I know you will hear and answer my prayers. I will be persistent in prayers. I will never give up and quit praying. I will 
keep on bringing my and others needs before you. Hear my prayers. Accomplish your all purposes and plans on the earth. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How specific are the prayers that you are praying to your Heavenly Father? 
How will you know if a prayer is answered if it is general in nature with no specific details? 
What specific prayers have you been persistently praying for quite some time? 
Why will the passing of time never deter you from continuing to pray a prayer to your Heavenly Father? 
What does your persistence in praying a specific prayer demonstrate to your Heavenly Father? 
When have you received an answer to prayer that you had been praying for a long time? 
How has your faith grown as you have been persistent in your prayers to your Heavenly Father? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Be persistent in your prayers and never give up praying to your Heavenly Father. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your Heavenly Father will hear and answer your prayers as you keep on praying to Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group the prayers you are persistently praying to your Heavenly Father. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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See That They Get Justice          Luke 18           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be persistent in your prayers and never give up praying to your Heavenly Father. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will be persistent in my prayers and never give up praying to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, what prayers should I persistently pray to you? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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