
Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold 
them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who 
are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 
always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 (NIV)  
 

Patience 
 

What does patience look like? How will you know if you are being patient with everyone? How can you express patience 
towards others just as I have expressed patience toward you? Let’s stop right there. Why so? You have lavishly and generous 
expressed your patience to me. My goofy thoughts, dumb mistakes, unbelievable missteps, and outright sins have demanded 
unending and almost unlimited patience from you. The fact that you still love and care for me and even now are continuing to show 
me your patience is beyond my comprehension. For your patience, I am thankful. For your patience, I am grateful. For your patience, 

I give you all my love and thanks and praise and worship. That is very good. So, what is the problem? Why did we need to 
make such an abrupt stop? You want me to be like you. You want me to be patient with everyone. You want me to express the 
same patience to others that you have expressed to me. You are correct. I want you to be patient with everyone. That kind of 
patience doesn’t reside in me. I am not gifted at being patient. Being patient isn’t one of my better or stronger qualities. That does 
sound like a little bit of an understatement to me. You’ve noticed? Yes, I have noticed. One does not have to look hard to 
notice that you are not very patient. Well then, aren’t you asking a lot of me? Aren’t you asking too much of me? Not at all. How 
so? I am asking you to become like me. And I will remind you of a key thought, by asking you a question. Go ahead, I am 
patiently listening. You do have a sense of humor. Here is my question, “Can you become like me without my help?” There 
is no chance of that. Do you believe that I will help you to be patient with others just as I have been patient with you? Yes, I 
do believe that you will help me to become like you. Even in patience? Yes, even in patience. Will you rely on me, and place 
your faith in me, to make you able to be patient with others just as I have been patient with you? Yes, I will. That will be 
very good. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, I will be patient with others as you have been patient with me. I will show love, respect, and honor to spiritual leaders who work hard 

for my benefit. I will warn the idle, encourage the timid, and help the weak. Help me to express your kindness to everyone. Amen 
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The Compassionate Life     Be Patient With Them All 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among 
you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 
 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their 
work. Be at peace among yourselves.  And we urge you, 
brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, 
help the weak, be patient with them all.  See that no one 
repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good 
to one another and to everyone. 
 

ESV                                  1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

 

 
  The Compassionate Life      Be Patient With Everyone 

 

Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard 
among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish 
you.  Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 
work. Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, 
brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the 
weak, be patient with everyone.  Make sure that nobody pays 
back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other 
and to everyone else. 
 

NIV                                    1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 
 
  
 
    

The Compassionate Life             Be Patient With All 
And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor 
among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 
 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be 
at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you, brethren, 
warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the 
weak, be patient with all.  See that no one renders evil for evil 
to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves 
and for all.  

NKJV                                1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

  

 
The Compassionate Life      Be Patient With Everyone 

Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in 
the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you 
spiritual guidance.  Show them great respect and wholehearted 
love because of their work. And live peacefully with each other. 
Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. 
Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those who 
are weak. Be patient with everyone.  See that no one pays back 
evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all 
people. 
 

NLT                                   1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

     
 
The Compassionate Life  Be Patient With Each Person 

 And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard 
for you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you 
along in your obedience.  Overwhelm them with appreciation and love! 
Get along among yourselves, each of you doing your part.  Our counsel 
is that you warn the freeloaders to get a move on. Gently encourage the 
stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to their feet. Be 
patient with each person, attentive to individual needs.  And be careful 
that when you get on each other's nerves you don't snap at each other. 
Look for the best in each other, and always do your best to bring it out. 
 

MSG                                 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

 

 
The Compassionate Life   Be Patient With All Of Them 

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect 
those who labor among you, and have charge of you in 
the Lord and admonish you;  esteem them very highly in 
love because of their work. Be at peace among 
yourselves.  And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the 
idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with all of them.  See that none of you repays evil 
for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and 
to all. 
 

NRSV                               1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 
  

The Compassionate Life     Be Patient With Everyone 

Dear brothers, honor the officers of your church who work hard 
among you and warn you against all that is wrong.  Think highly 
of them and give them your wholehearted love because they 
are straining to help you. And remember, no quarreling among 
yourselves. Dear brothers, warn those who are lazy, comfort 
those who are frightened, take tender care of those who are 
weak, and be patient with everyone.  See that no one pays 
back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to 
everyone else. 
 

TLB                                   1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

    

 
The Compassionate Life    Be Patient With Everybody 

Now also we beseech you, brethren, get to know those who labor among you 
[recognize them for what they are, acknowledge and appreciate and respect 
them all]—your leaders who are over you in the Lord and those who warn and 
kindly reprove and exhort you.  And hold them in very high and most 
affectionate esteem in [intelligent and sympathetic] appreciation of their work. 
Be at peace among yourselves.  And we earnestly beseech you, brethren, 
admonish (warn and seriously advise) those who are out of line [the loafers, 
the disorderly, and the unruly]; encourage the timid and fainthearted, help and 
give your support to the weak souls, [and] be very patient with everybody 
[always keeping your temper].  See that none of you repays another with evil 
for evil, but always aim to show kindness and seek to do good to one another 
and to everybody. 
 

AMP                                 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 
  

The Compassionate Life     Be Patient With Everyone 

Now, brothers and sisters, we ask you to appreciate those who 
work hard among you, who lead you in the Lord and teach you. 
Respect them with a very special love because of the work they do. 
Live in peace with each other.  We ask you, brothers and sisters, to 
warn those who do not work. Encourage the people who are afraid. 
Help those who are weak. Be patient with everyone.  Be sure that 
no one pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to do what is 
good for each other and for all people. 
 

NCV                                  1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

    

 
   The Compassionate Life     Be Patient With Everyone 

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who 
diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the 
Lord and give you instruction,  and that you esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one 
another.  We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but 
always seek after that which is good for one another and for all 
people. 
 

NASB                                1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

  



Be Patient With Everyone           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Compassionate Life–1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 In Context: Read 1 Thessalonians 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold them 
in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, 
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be 
kind to each other and to everyone else. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Now we ask you, | brothers, to respect those | who work hard among you, | who are over you | in the Lord | and who admonish you.  | 
Hold them in the highest regard | in love because of their work. | Live in peace with each other. | And we urge you, | brothers, | warn 
those who are idle, | encourage the timid, | help the weak, | be patient with everyone.  | Make sure that nobody | pays back wrong for 
wrong, | but always try to be kind | to each other | and | to everyone else. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will be patient with others as you have been patient with me. I will show love, respect, and honor to spiritual leaders who work 
hard for my benefit. I will warn the idle, encourage the timid, and help the weak. Help me to express your kindness to everyone. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How are you making sure to respect and honor spiritual leaders who are working hard on your behalf? 
How would your spiritual leaders know that you love, respect, and honor them for the work they are doing? 
When have you willingly received and accepted admonishment you have received from a spiritual leader? 
How are you living in peace with others, and definitely never paying back wrong with wrong? 
How has the Lord used you to warn the idle, encourage the timid, and help the weak? 
How are you being patient with others, just as the Lord is patient with you? 
What acts of kindness has the Lord helped you to generously, and lavishly, express to others? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make it your plan and goal to be patient with others, just as the Lord has been patient with you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to be patient with others just as He has been with you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how the Lord has helped you to be patient with others. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Be Patient With Everyone         1 Thessalonians 5     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you be patient with others just as the Lord is patient with you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will be patient with others just as you are patient with me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I be patient with others today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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