
Let me put this question to you: How did your new life begin? Was it by working your heads off to please God? Or was it by 
responding to God's Message to you?  Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy people would think they could 
complete by their own efforts what was begun by God. If you weren't smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do you suppose 
you could perfect it?  Did you go through this whole painful learning process for nothing? It is not yet a total loss, but it certainly will 
be if you keep this up!  Answer this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with his own presence, his Holy Spirit, working 
things in your lives you could never do for yourselves, does he do these things because of your strenuous moral striving or because 
you trust him to do them in you? Galatians 3:2-5 (MSG)  

 

In Your Presence 
 

I know one thing. What’s that? I am the work of your hands. You began a good work in me on the day that I turned my life over to 
you. You drew me to yourself. You showed me your kindness and mercy and love. You helped me to turn away from my old life in 
the world. You forgave my sin. You cleansed my unrighteousness.  You made me to be acceptable in your sight. You became my 

Savior and My Lord. You are my God and Father. I am your child. Yes, I have done all this for you. Yes, I am all this to you. Yes, 
I have begun a good work in you that will continue until the day you come to live forever with me.  

 
Let’s talk about now. How is it that I am now doing a good work in you? How is it that I am now changing your heart, 
transforming your mind, and guiding your life? How is it that I am molding and shaping you and making you into the person 
that I have called you to become? Is my work in you being accomplished by your efforts? Certainly not. I cannot complete 
the work that you have begun in me. I cannot make myself into the person you want me to become. Do you have no role in the 
work I want to do in you, for you, and through you?  I didn’t say that. I wouldn’t say that. What would you say? I would say that 
it is my role to draw near to you. I would say that it is my role to submit myself to you. In your presence, you are molding and shaping 
me into the person you want me to become. In your presence, you are doing your good work in, for and through me. Yes, in my 
presence I will do my good work in you, for you and through you. Will you keep on drawing near to me? Will you keep 
living in an intimate relationship with me? Yes, I will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for beginning your good work in me. You have been changing my heart, transforming my mind, and guiding 

my life. I will trust and allow you to continue to complete your good work in me. Change me. Mold me. Shape me. Amen 
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  The Spirit Empowered Life      Believing What You Heard 

 

 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by 
works of the law or by hearing with faith?  Are you so 
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?  Did you suffer so many things in 
vain—if indeed it was in vain?  Does he who supplies the 
Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith— 
 

ESV                                                  Galatians 3:2-5 
 

 

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life      Believing What You Heard 

 

I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing 
what you heard?  Are you so foolish? After beginning 
with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by 
human effort?  Have you suffered so much for nothing--if 
it really was for nothing?  Does God give you his Spirit 
and work miracles among you because you observe the 
law, or because you believe what you heard? 
 

NIV                                                   Galatians 3:2-5 
 
  
 

    
  The Spirit Empowered Life         By The Hearing Of Faith 

 

This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you 
now being made perfect by the flesh?  Have you 
suffered so many things in vain--if indeed it was in vain? 
Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works 
miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith?-- 
 

NKJV                                                Galatians 3:2-5 
 
  

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life  Believed The Message You Heard 

 

Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by 
obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You received the Spirit 
because you believed the message you heard about Christ.  How 
foolish can you be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, 
why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 
 Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was not in 
vain, was it?  I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and 
work miracles among you because you obey the law? Of course not! 
It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ. 
 

NLT                                                   Galatians 3:2-5 
 
     

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life      Believing What You Heard 

 

Let me put this question to you: How did your new life begin? Was it by 
working your heads off to please God? Or was it by responding to God's 
Message to you?  Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy 
people would think they could complete by their own efforts what was begun 
by God. If you weren't smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do you 
suppose you could perfect it?  Did you go through this whole painful learning 
process for nothing? It is not yet a total loss, but it certainly will be if you keep 
this up!  Answer this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with 
his own presence, his Holy Spirit, working things in your lives you could never 
do for yourselves, does he do these things because of your strenuous moral 
striving or because you trust him to do them in you? 
 

MSG                                                 Galatians 3:2-5 
  

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life      Believing What You Heard 

 

The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you 
receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by 
believing what you heard?  Are you so foolish? Having 
started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the 
flesh?  Did you experience so much for nothing?—if it 
really was for nothing.  Well then, does God supply you 
with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your 
doing the works of the law, or by your believing what you 
heard? Galatians 3:2-5 (NRSV)  
 

NRSV                                               Galatians 3:2-5 
   

  The Spirit Empowered Life Heard About Christ And Trusted Him 
 

 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by 
trying to keep the Jewish laws? Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came 
upon you only after you heard about Christ and trusted him to save you. 
 Then have you gone completely crazy? For if trying to obey the Jewish 
laws never gave you spiritual life in the first place, why do you think that 
trying to obey them now will make you stronger Christians?  You have 
suffered so much for the Gospel. Now are you going to just throw it all 
overboard? I can hardly believe it!  I ask you again, does God give you 
the power of the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you as a result of 
your trying to obey the Jewish laws? No, of course not. It is when you 
believe in Christ and fully trust him. 
 

TLB                                                  Galatians 3:2-5 
     

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life   Hearing The Message And Believing It 

 

 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the 
result of obeying the Law and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the 
message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of 
rituals or from a message of faith?]  Are you so foolish and so senseless and 
so silly? Having begun [your new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you 
now reaching perfection [by dependence] on the flesh?  Have you suffered so 
many things and experienced so much all for nothing (to no purpose)—if it 
really is to no purpose and in vain?  Then does He Who supplies you with His 
marvelous [Holy] Spirit and works powerfully and miraculously among you do 
so on [the grounds of your doing] what the Law demands, or because of your 
believing in and adhering to and trusting in and relying on the message that 
you heard? 
 

AMP                                                 Galatians 3:2-5 
   

  The Spirit Empowered Life  Heard The Good News And Believed It 
 

Tell me this one thing: How did you receive the Holy Spirit? Did you 
receive the Spirit by following the law? No, you received the Spirit 
because you heard the Good News and believed it.  You began 
your life in Christ by the Spirit. Now are you trying to make it 
complete by your own power? That is foolish.  Were all your 
experiences wasted? I hope not!  Does God give you the Spirit and 
work miracles among you because you follow the law? No, he does 
these things because you heard the Good News and believed it. 
 

NCV                                                 Galatians 3:2-5 
 
    

 
  The Spirit Empowered Life            By Hearing With Faith 

 

This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing 
with faith?  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 
Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  Did 
you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in 
vain?  So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit 
and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with faith? 
 

NASB                                              Galatians 3:2-5 
 
  



Responding To God’s Message     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Spirit Empowered Life – Galatians 3:2-5                  In Context: Read Galatians 3 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Let me put this question to you: How did your new life begin? Was it by working your heads off to please God? Or was it by responding 
to God's Message to you?  Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy people would think they could complete by their own 
efforts what was begun by God. If you weren't smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do you suppose you could perfect it?  Did 
you go through this whole painful learning process for nothing? It is not yet a total loss, but it certainly will be if you keep this up!  Answer 
this question: Does the God who lavishly provides you with his own presence, his Holy Spirit, working things in your lives you could 
never do for yourselves, does he do these things because of your strenuous moral striving or because you trust him to do them in you? 
Galatians 3:2-5 (MSG)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Let me put this question to you: | How did your new life begin? | Was it by working your heads off | to please God? | Or was it by | 
responding to God's Message to you?  | Are you going to continue this craziness? | For only crazy people | would think they could 
complete | by their own efforts | what was begun by God. | If you weren't smart enough | or strong enough | to begin it, | how do you 
suppose | you could perfect it?  | Did you go through this whole painful learning process for nothing? | It is not yet a total loss, | but it 
certainly will be | if you keep this up! | Answer this question: | Does the God who lavishly provides you | with his own presence, | his 
Holy Spirit, | working things in your lives | you could never do for yourselves, | does he do these things because of your strenuous moral 
striving | or because | you trust him | to do them | in you? Galatians 3:2-5 (MSG)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Heavenly Father, thank you for beginning your good work in me. You have been changing my heart, transforming my mind, and guiding 
my life. I will trust and allow you to continue to complete your good work in me. Change me. Mold me. Shape me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How did you respond to God’s message and your new life in Christ begin? 
Why will you never be able to please God by working your head off? 
Why can you not complete and make prefect the work that God has begun in you? 
How has God been doing His good work in you as you have drawn near to Him? 
When have you been most aware of God doing His good work in you? 
What has God used to do His good work in you? 
How are you now trusting in God to complete and make prefect the work He began in you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Trust that God will complete and make perfect the good work that He has begun in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will complete and make perfect the good work He began in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are trusting God to complete the good work He began in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Responding To God’s Message  Galatians 3       Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you allow God to complete the good work that He started in you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Heavenly Father, I will allow you to complete the good work that you started in me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Heavenly Father, how do you want to continue to do your good work in me today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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