
"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)  

 

Being Perceptive 
 

That is not my strongest gift. What is not your strongest gift? I have not been very perceptive in life. Why is that true? What has 
prevented you from being perceptive? That is a question without an easy answer. That is a question that has multiple answers 
that might offer an explanation as to why I have not been very perceptive in life. Let me hear your answers. I should start by being 
clear. That is a good place to start. Generally, I have not been very perceptive in life in many regards. But in this case, I am 
thinking and talking about not being perceptive to your activity in and around me. Maybe what generally causes you to lack 
perception to other things also negatively impacts your being perceptive to me. I am sure there is some overlap. I suppose I 
should just start describing my lack of perception and see where we end up. That sounds good to me. Alright then, I tend to be 

very busy. Busyness has often blinded me to what is going on around me. Focusing narrowly on the task at hand has blinded me 
to the larger picture. It’s like I can see the individual trees but not the whole forest. How is that for a metaphor? That is a pretty 
good description of one of your problems. You seldom pause and step back to look around at the larger perspective. Yes, 
that is true. You would do well to live with a couple questions. What questions would those be? Ask me, “What am I doing in 
and around you today?” Ask me, “How can I join you in what you are doing today?” 
 

But we have jumped ahead and left your main problem too soon, haven’t we? Yes, I think so. Tell me what is your main 
problem? What most hinders you from perceiving the new thing I am doing in and around you? I’m often stuck in the past. 
Many times, I have allowed myself to be dragged down, discouraged, and depressed by my own sins. Frequently, I have failed to 
fully accept your forgiveness and cleansing. When I am in this mode, it is hard to see anything but myself, and how I have taken 
missteps, made mistakes, and sinned against you. How will you ever be able to move forward with me if your heart and mind 
and eyes are not on me? How will you ever be able to perceive and join me in the new thing I am doing if you can’t forget 
the past, receive your forgiveness, and cleansing, and move forward with me? That is the point, isn’t it? Yes, it is. I want you 
to live the new life I have given to you. Forget the past. It is gone. It is forgiven. It is forgotten. Keep your heart and mind 
and life focused me. Perceive and join me in what I am doing. Will you do that? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord, I have allowed former things to drag me down, discourage and depress me. This is, no doubt, a trick of the devil. I will no longer dwell 

on the past. I will focus my heart, mind, and life on you. Help me to perceive and join you in the new thing you are doing. Amen 
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  The Prayer Filled Life              Do You Not Perceive It? 

 

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the 
things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now 
it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make 
a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  
 

ESV                                                 Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

 

 
  The Prayer Filled Life              Do You Not Perceive It? 

 

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
desert and streams in the wasteland.  
 

NIV                                                  Isaiah 43:18-19 
 
 

    
  The Prayer Filled Life               Shall You Not Know It? 

 

"Do not remember the former things, Nor consider 
the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, Now 
it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will 
even make a road in the wilderness And rivers in 
the desert.  
 

NKJV                                               Isaiah 43:18-19 

 

  

 
   The Prayer Filled Life                    Do You Not See It? 

 

“But forget all that— it is nothing compared to what 
I am going to do. For I am about to do something 
new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? 
I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will 
create rivers in the dry wasteland.  
 

NLT                                                  Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

     
 

  The Prayer Filled Life                      Don’t You See It? 
 

"Forget about what's happened; don't keep going 
over old history. Be alert, be present. I'm about to 
do something brand-new. It's bursting out! Don't 
you see it? There it is! I'm making a road through 
the desert, rivers in the badlands.  
 

MSG                                                Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

 

 
The Prayer Filled Life              Do You Not Perceive It? 

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.  
 

NRSV                                              Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

  
  The Prayer Filled Life                      Don’t You See It? 

 

"But forget all that—it is nothing compared to what 
I’m going to do! For I’m going to do a brand new 
thing. See, I have already begun! Don’t you see it? 
I will make a road through the wilderness of the 
world for my people to go home, and create rivers 
for them in the desert!  
 

TLB                                                 Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

    

 
  The Prayer Filled Life   Do You Not Perceive And Know It? 

 

Do not [earnestly] remember the former things; 
neither consider the things of old. Behold, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs forth; do you not 
perceive and know it and will you not give heed to 
it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.  
 

AMP                                                Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

  
  The Prayer Filled Life                         Do You See It? 

 

The LORD says, “Forget what happened before, 
and do not think about the past. Look at the new 
thing I am going to do. It is already happening. 
Don’t you see it? I will make a road in the desert 
and rivers in the dry land.  
 

NCV                                                Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

    

 
  The Prayer Filled Life        Will You Not Be Aware Of It? 

 

"Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder 
things of the past. "Behold, I will do something 
new, Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware 
of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, 
Rivers in the desert.  
 

NASB                                              Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

  



Do You Not Perceive It?              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Prayer Filled Life – Isaiah 43:18-19                             In Context: Read Isaiah 43 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 
making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"Forget the former things; | do not dwell on the past.  | See, I am doing a new thing! | Now it springs up; | do you not perceive it? | I 
am making a way | in the desert | and streams | in the wasteland. Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I have allowed former things to drag me down, discourage and depress me. This is, no doubt, a trick of the devil. I will no longer 
dwell on the past. I will focus my heart, mind, and life on you. Help me to perceive and join you in the new thing you are doing. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When have you had a hard time forgetting former things from your past? 
When have you allowed former things from your past drag you down and discourage you in the present? 
How sure can you be that the Lord has forgiven your past and given you a new life to live with Him? 
Why will dwelling on your past hinder your ability to see what God is doing in the present? 
How are you keeping your heart and mind and life focused on what the Lord is doing in the present? 
When have you perceived and joined the Lord in the new thing that He was doing? 
How has the Lord powerfully used you as you joined Him in the work He was doing? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Keep your heart and mind and life focused on the Lord so you can perceive and join Him in the new thing He is doing. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord will help you to perceive and join Him in the new thing He is doing. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are perceiving and joining the Lord in what He is doing. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Do You Not Perceive It?          Isaiah 43           Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you forget the things of the past so you can perceive what God is doing now. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to forget the things of the past so I can perceive what you are doing now. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you help me to perceive and join you in what you are doing now? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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