
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.  If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is 
to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. John 15:5-8 (NIV)  

 

Nothing 
 

That is what I can do apart from you. What can you do apart from me? I can do nothing apart from you. It took you quite a while 
to come to that realization. You proudly protested and pointed to achievements you accomplished by yourself, without my 
help. Yes, I did. Let me ask you a few questions. I’m listening, ask away. What will your accomplishments, done without my 
help look like in light of eternity? Will they stand the test of time? Will they have value that will last forever? Forever is a 
very long time. No, I would say that it would be impossible for me to accomplish something of eternal significance without your help. 
The best trophies and highest accolades I have secured will amount to nothing, in light of eternity. Already in my short life my best 

trophies have quickly made their way to the dumpster. Most of my highest accolades are already mostly a distant and forgotten 
memory. It is very good that you have this understanding. 
 

I have many more questions to ask you. You have my full attention. Will you be satisfied with living a life that accomplishes 
nothing of eternal value? Will you feel good about living a life that did not store up any treasure in heaven with me? One 
day, from heaven, wouldn’t you like to be able to look back over your life, with me, knowing that you remained vitally 
connected to me, so that you could bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my name? Won’t you be exceedingly glad 
to know that there will be people in heaven because you allowed me to work in and through your life? Won’t you be filled 
with joy knowing that you stored up treasure in heaven with me? By treasure, do you mean people who have come to know 
and love and follow and serve you because you spoke to them through my life and ministry? That is exactly what I mean. I want 
nothing more than to live a life that is vitally connected to you. I want nothing more than to be powerfully used by you. I will rely on 
you to work in and though my life so I can bear fruit for your kingdom and bring glory to your name. And so, you shall and that 
will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, for years I lived a life that was self-sufficient and self-reliant. I pridefully relied on myself rather than on you. I lived separated and 

apart from you. What a dry and barren that life was. Now, I will remain vitally connected to you. Bear fruit through my life. Amen 
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  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 

ESV                                                       John 15:5-8 

  

 
  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like 
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that 
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
 

NIV                                                        John 15:5-8 

 
 
 
 

    
  The Sacramental Life                         Without Me 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing.  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a 
branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw 
them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, 
and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 
and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
 

NKJV                                                     John 15:5-8 

 
 

  

 
  The Sacramental Life                      Apart From Me 

 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who 
remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For 
apart from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not 
remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and 
withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be 
burned. But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!  
When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. 
This brings great glory to my Father. 
 

NLT                                                       John 15:5-8 

      
 

  The Sacramental Life                          Separated 
 

"I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you're joined with 
me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest 
is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can't produce a thing. 
Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and 
thrown on the bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with 
me and my words are at home in you, you can be sure that 
whatever you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is 
how my Father shows who he is—when you produce grapes, 
when you mature as my disciples. 
 

MSG                                                      John 15:5-8 

  

 
  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

NRSV                                                    John 15:5-8 

   
  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

"Yes, I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in me and 
I in him shall produce a large crop of fruit. For apart from me you 
can’t do a thing. If anyone separates from me, he is thrown away 
like a useless branch, withers, and is gathered into a pile with all the 
others and burned. But if you stay in me and obey my commands, 
you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! My true 
disciples produce bountiful harvests. This brings great glory to my 
Father. 
 

TLB                                                       John 15:5-8 

 
    

 
  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in Me and I in him 
bears much (abundant) fruit. However, apart from Me [cut off from vital 
union with Me] you can do nothing. If a person does not dwell in Me, he 
is thrown out like a [broken-off] branch, and withers; such branches are 
gathered up and thrown into the fire, and they are burned.  If you live in 
Me [abide vitally united to Me] and My words remain in you and continue 
to live in your hearts, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 
When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honored and glorified, 
and you show and prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine. 
 

AMP                                                      John 15:5-8 

 
  

  The Sacramental Life                         Without Me 
 

“I am the vine, and you are the branches. If any remain in me and I 
remain in them, they produce much fruit. But without me they can 
do nothing. If any do not remain in me, they are like a branch that is 
thrown away and then dies. People pick up dead branches, throw 
them into the fire, and burn them. If you remain in me and follow my 
teachings, you can ask anything you want, and it will be given to 
you. You should produce much fruit and show that you are my 
followers, which brings glory to my Father. 

NCV                                                      John 15:5-8 

 
    

 
  The Sacramental Life                     Apart From Me 

 

"I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can 
do nothing. "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown 
away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and 
cast them into the fire and they are burned. "If you abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. "My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

NASB                                                    John 15:5-8 

   



Apart From Me                          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

The Sacramental Life – John 15:5-8                                     In Context: Read John 15 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If 
anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is to my Father's 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. John 15:5-8 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
"I am the vine; | you are the branches. | If a man remains in me | and I in him, | he will bear much fruit; | apart from me | you can do 
nothing.  | If anyone does not remain in me, | he is like a branch | that is thrown away and withers; | such branches are picked up, | 
thrown into the fire and burned.  | If you remain in me | and my words remain in you, | ask whatever you wish, | and it will be given 
you.  | This is to my Father's glory, | that you bear much fruit, | showing yourselves | to be my disciples. John 15:5-8 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, for years I lived a life that was self-sufficient and self-reliant. I pridefully relied on myself rather than on you. I lived separated and 
apart from you. What a dry and barren that life was. Now, I will remain vitally connected to you. Bear fruit through my life. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has your own pride caused you to live a self-sufficient and self-reliant life? 
Why will living a self-sufficient and self-reliant life only lead barrenness and brokenness? 
What fruit will your life bear if you remain apart and disconnected from God? 
What of lasting and eternal value have you accomplished by yourself, without relying on the Lord? 
When has being vitally connected to the Lord made you able to bear abundant fruit for Him? 
Why will you never regret living to bear fruit for the Lord, that will last for all eternity? 
What daily spiritual disciplines are helping you to remain vitally connected to the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Make sure that you are not living a life apart from God but rather vitally connected to Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that your life will bear fruit as you remain vitally connected to the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are living each day vitally connected to the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Apart From Me            John 15             Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you never live your life apart from God but rather fully connected to Him. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to live a life that is never apart from you but rather fully connected to you. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, I can I make sure that I am not living apart from you today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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