
Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you didn’t think of our words as mere human 
ideas. You accepted what we said as the very word of God—which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who 
believe. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT)  

 

Work In You 
 

Do you want me to work in you? Do you want me to change your heart? Do you want me to transform your mind? Do you 
want me to guide your life? Do you want me to mold and shape you into the person that I have called you to become? Do 
you want to be able to know and do my will? Do you want to be able to resist temptation and stand against evil? Do you 
want me to use you as a powerful witness in this world? Would you like to bear fruit for my kingdom and bring glory to my 
name? You have asked me many questions that all have the same answer from me. What is your answer? My answer is, “yes” 
to every one of your questions. I want all these things to be true in my life. I don’t want to miss the mark or fall short on any of these 
questions. That is very good. 

 
What must I do? What is my part? What is my role? How can I be sure that all these things will be true in my life? Now, it is you 
that are asking good questions. It is good that you know that you will have a very important role in these things being true 
in your life. You will need to be a very active participant in my doing my work in your life. You can help or hinder or even 
thwart or reject my work in you. It is my desire and goal to welcome your work in me. That is where you need to start. Your 
desire for my work to continue in you is critically important. Even that desire in me has come from you to me as a gift. I can 
take no credit for the desire I have for you to do your work in me. That is true. You must allow that desire to take action. What 
action must I take?  You must accept and receive my word in you. You must take my word deeply into your heart and mind 
and life. You must hunger and thirst for my word. You must meditate on my word day and night. You must allow my word 
to dwell in you richly. You must grab ahold of my word and allow it to grab ahold of you. It is my word that will do its work 
in you. All you hope to be and all you hope to do in life, for me, will be empowered by my word. My word will mold and 
shape you. My word will guard and guide you. My word will help you to be able to know and do my will. All my purposes 
and plans for your life will be accomplished as you continue to allow my word to work in you. That I will do, I will allow your 
word to work in me. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, thank you for your word. I will continue to receive your word into my life. Keep on using your word to do your work in me.  Help me 

to share your word with others so that they also will come to know and love and follow and serve you with all their hearts. Amen 
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The Word Centered Life                          At Work In You 
 

And we also thank God constantly for this, that 
when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you believers.  
 

ESV                                       1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 
The Word Centered Life                 At Work In You 
 

And we also thank God continually because, when 
you received the word of God, which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, 
but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at 
work in you who believe.  
 

NIV                                         1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 
 
     

The Word Centered Life                             Works In You 
 

For this reason we also thank God without 
ceasing, because when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not 
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which also effectively works in you who 
believe.  
 

NKJV                                     1 Thessalonians 2:13 

  

 
The Word Centered Life                           To Work In You 
 

Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when 
you received his message from us, you didn’t think 
of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted 
what we said as the very word of God—which, of 
course, it is. And this word continues to work in you 
who believe.  
 

NLT                                         1 Thessalonians 2:13 

     
 
The Word Centered Life                          At Work In You 
 

And now we look back on all this and thank God, 
an artesian well of thanks! When you got the 
Message of God we preached, you didn't pass it 
off as just one more human opinion, but you took it 
to heart as God's true word to you, which it is, God 
himself at work in you believers!  
 

MSG                                      1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 
The Word Centered Life                          At Work In You 

 

We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that 
when you received the word of God that you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as a human word but 
as what it really is, God's word, which is also at 
work in you believers.  
 

NRSV                                     1 Thessalonians 2:13 

  
The Word Centered Life                  Changed Your Lives 

 

And we will never stop thanking God for this: that 
when we preached to you, you didn’t think of the 
words we spoke as being just our own, but you 
accepted what we said as the very Word of God—
which, of course, it was—and it changed your lives 
when you believed it.  
 

TLB                                    1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 

     

 
The Word Centered Life                          At Work In You 
 

And we also [especially] thank God continually for 
this, that when you received the message of God 
[which you heard] from us, you welcomed it not as 
the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the Word 
of God, which is effectually at work in you who 
believe [exercising its superhuman power in those 
who adhere to and trust in and rely on it].  
 

AMP                                       1 Thessalonians 2:13 
   

The Word Centered Life                             Works In You 
 

Also, we always thank God because when you 
heard his message from us, you accepted it as the 
word of God, not the words of humans. And it 
really is God’s message which works in you who 
believe.  
 

NCV                                   1 Thessalonians 2:13 

    

 
The Word Centered Life          Performs Its Work In You  
 

For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men, but for what it really is, the word of God, 
which also performs its work in you who believe.  
 

NASB                                     1 Thessalonians 2:13 

  



To Work In You                                Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Word Centered Life – 1 Thessalonians 2:13     In Context: Read 1 Thessalonians 2 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. 
You accepted what we said as the very word of God—which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who believe. 1 
Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Therefore, | we never stop | thanking God | that when you received | his message from us, | you didn’t think of our words | as mere 
human ideas. | You accepted what we said | as the very word of God—| which, of course, it is. | And this word | continues to work in 
you | who believe. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, thank you for your word. I will continue to receive your word into my life. Keep on using your word to do your work in me.  Help 
me to share your word with others so that they also will come to know and love and follow and serve you with all their hearts. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Who is in your ongoing prayers that they will continue to receive and allow the word of God to work in them? 
How have you been working tirelessly as you have loved, followed, and served the Lord? 
When have you faced opposition as you have done the work you have been given to do for the Lord? 
Who are you sharing the good news of the gospel so that they will receive Christ as their Savior and Lord? 
How are you making it your daily practice to receive the word of God into your life? 
When have you noticed that Gods word was doing a work in your life? 
When have you noticed that the word of God was working in others who you have been praying for?  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Receive God’s word into your life so that it will continue to do its work in you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the word of God will continue to work in you as you accept it into your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are continually allowing God’s word to work in your life. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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To Work In You          1 Thessalonians 2     Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you continue to accept the word of God so it will work in you who believe. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will continue to accept and allow your word to work in me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how do you want to use your word to work in me today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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