
Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and become wise!  Though they have no prince or governor or 
ruler to make them work,  they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter.  But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep? 
When will you wake up?  A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—  then poverty will pounce on 
you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber. Proverbs 6:6-11 (NLT)  

 

Take A Lesson 
 

I will take a lesson whenever or wherever you suggest. If I can learn something from an ant, so be it. That is a very good attitude. 
You must remain teachable. Nothing is worse than someone being so filled with pride that they cannot hear from me. 
Those that “know it all” and are so full of themselves, that they are unteachable, are headed toward a whole lot of pain and 
suffering. You have learned from my word that the wages of sin is death. Being prideful is a sin that pays painful, deathly 
wages. But this is not true of you. You are not so filled with pride that you will not listen to me. Do I listen perfectly? Do I 
always hear what you want me to hear? Am I always in tune with you? Not hardly. But you are making a very focused effort to 

listen to me. Yes, I am. That is very good. 
 

So, what can you learn from the ant? You want me to work hard in season and out of season. Hard work will pay dividends in the 
future. You want me to use all the gifts and talents and abilities and resources that you have given me to serve you. You want me 
to be diligent. You want me to bear fruit for your Kingdom and bring glory to your name. You want me to store up treasure in heaven 
with you. None of this comes easy. None of this is accomplished without hard work. What you are saying is true. I will ask you 
to give your very best effort and work hard serving me. You will have my best effort and my hard work. That is very good. 
 

I know something else to be true. What’s that? Focusing my heart and mind and life on you so I can hear from you is also hard 
work. If I really want to hear from you, I will set aside a daily time and place to meet with you. I will not be distracted; I will not be 
deterred. The discipline to keep on drawing near to you is not easy. But that is what I will do. I will work hard to receive your 
instruction. I will work hard to follow your guidance. I will work hard to live in an intimate relationship with you. That will be very 
good. Yes, if the ant can work hard, so can I. Yes, you can. Yes, you will. 
 
 
 
 

 

Lord, I know you have given me work to do. Why else would you give me gifts, talents, and resources? They are certainly not given for my 
sole benefit. Help me to work hard in serving you. Help me to bear fruit for your Kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 
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  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 
Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her 
bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. How long will 
you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an 
armed man.  
 

ESV                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

 

 
  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It 
has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its 
provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. How long 
will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your 
sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands 
to rest-- and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity 
like an armed man.  
 

NIV                                                 Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    
  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 
Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler, Provides her 
supplies in the summer, And gathers her food in the harvest. 
How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from 
your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the 
hands to sleep-- So shall your poverty come on you like a 
prowler, And your need like an armed man.  
 

NKJV                                              Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  

 
  The Virtuous Life           Take A Lesson From The Ants 

 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their 
ways and become wise! Though they have no prince or 
governor or ruler to make them work, they labor hard all 
summer, gathering food for the winter. But you, lazybones, how 
long will you sleep? When will you wake up? A little extra sleep, 
a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— then 
poverty will pounce on you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you 
like an armed robber.  
 

NLT                                                 Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

     
 

  The Virtuous Life                           Look At An Ant 
 

You lazy fool, look at an ant. Watch it closely; let it teach you a 
thing or two. Nobody has to tell it what to do. All summer it 
stores up food; at harvest it stockpiles provisions. So how long 
are you going to laze around doing nothing? How long before 
you get out of bed? A nap here, a nap there, a day off here, a 
day off there, sit back, take it easy—do you know what comes 
next? Just this: You can look forward to a dirt-poor life, poverty 
your permanent houseguest!  
 

MSG                                               Proverbs 6:6-11 
 
 

 
  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you lazybones; consider its ways, and be wise. 
Without having any chief or officer or ruler, it prepares its food 
in summer, and gathers its sustenance in harvest. How long will 
you lie there, O lazybones? When will you rise from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want, like an 
armed warrior.  
 

NRSV                                             Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  
  The Virtuous Life          Take A Lesson From The Ants 

 

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazy fellow. Learn from their 
ways and be wise! For though they have no king to make them 
work, yet they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the 
winter. But you—all you do is sleep. When will you wake up? 
"Let me sleep a little longer!" Sure, just a little more! And as you 
sleep, poverty creeps upon you like a robber and destroys you; 
want attacks you in full armor.  
 

TLB                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    

 
  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider her ways and be wise!— 
Which, having no chief, overseer, or ruler, Provides her food in 
the summer and gathers her supplies in the harvest. How long 
will you sleep, O sluggard? When will you arise out of your 
sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to lie down and sleep— So will your poverty come like a 
robber or one who travels [with slowly but surely approaching 
steps] and your want like an armed man [making you helpless].  
 

AMP                                               Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  
  The Virtuous Life                      Go Watch The Ants 

 

Go watch the ants, you lazy person. Watch what they do and 
be wise. Ants have no commander, no leader or ruler, but they 
store up food in the summer and gather their supplies at 
harvest. How long will you lie there, you lazy person? When will 
you get up from sleeping? You sleep a little; you take a nap. 
You fold your hands and lie down to rest. So you will be as poor 
as if you had been robbed; you will have as little as if you had 
been held up.  
 

NCV                                                Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

    

 
  The Virtuous Life                           Go To The Ant 

 

Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, 
Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, Prepares her food in 
the summer And gathers her provision in the harvest. How long 
will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise from your 
sleep? "A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands 
to rest"— Your poverty will come in like a vagabond And your 
need like an armed man.  
 

NASB                                             Proverbs 6:6-11 
 

  



Take A Lesson From The Ants          Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Virtuous Life – Proverbs 6:6-11                                In Context: Read Proverbs 6 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and become wise!  Though they have no prince or governor or ruler 
to make them work,  they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter.  But you, lazybones, how long will you sleep? When will 
you wake up?  A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—  then poverty will pounce on you like a 
bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber. Proverbs 6:6-11 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
Take a lesson from the ants, | you lazybones. | Learn from their ways | and become wise!  | Though they have | no prince or governor 
or ruler | to make them work, | they labor hard | all summer, | gathering food for the winter.  | But you, lazybones, | how long will you 
sleep? | When will you wake up?  | A little extra sleep, | a little more slumber, | a little folding | of the hands to rest | —  then poverty 
will pounce | on you | like a bandit; | scarcity will attack you | like | an armed robber. Proverbs 6:6-11 (NLT)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I know you have given me work to do. Why else would you give me gifts, talents, and resources? They are certainly not given for 
my sole benefit. Help me to work hard in serving you. Help me to bear fruit for your Kingdom and bring glory to your name. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why can you be sure that the Lord has given you work to do for Him? 
What work has the Lord given you to do for Him? 
What specific gifts, talents, abilities, and resources has the Lord given you to use in serving Him? 
How are you giving your very best effort in working hard to serve the Lord? 
How has your work for the Lord born fruit for His Kingdom and brought glory to His name? 
How is your work for the Lord storing up treasure in Heaven with Him? 
Why will you never regret working hard in serving the Lord? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Give your very best effort and work hard to serve the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that the Lord has given you work to do for Him. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are giving your best effort and working hard serving the Lord. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Take A Lesson From The Ants        Proverbs 6         Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you give your very best effort in doing the work you have been given. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will give my best effort in doing the work you have given to me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how can I give my best effort in doing the work you have given to me? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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