
 But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph will show his anger and pay us back for all the wrong 
we did to him,” they said.  So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your father died, he instructed us  to say to you: ‘Please forgive 

your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin in treating you so cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of your father, beg 
you to forgive our sin.” When Joseph received the message, he broke down and wept.  Then his brothers came and threw themselves 
down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said.  But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish 
you?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people.  No, 

don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care of you and your children.” So he reassured them by speaking kindly to them.                                    
Genesis 50:15-21 (NLT)  

 

Intended 
 

That is a very important word for you to consider. What is an important word for me to consider? Intended, is the word I want you to 
consider. You will have to say more to help me understand what you have in mind. Let me ask you a few questions. Go ahead, I’m 
listening. Has anyone ever intended to deliberately harm you? I can think of many times others have done things that have hurt and 
harmed me. Yes, that was their intended goal. In that situation you have two very different choices that you will have before you. 
What choices will be before me? You can be bitter and resentful. You can be angry and revengeful. With a heart filled with rage you 
can seek to pay back evil for evil, those who intended harm against you. I’m guessing that is not the best choice. You do have your 
sense of humor. Of course, it is not the best choice. Why is it not the best choice? Being bitter and resentful, and angry and 
revengeful, never accomplish your purposes, nor do they help me in anyway. Those negative thoughts, attitudes, and actions would only 

further harm me. That is correct. 
 

What is the other better choice for me to make when others intend harm against me? That is a very good question. This may not occur 
to you, so I will make it clear to you. I will always bring good out of the bad, that is done against you. I am not the author of the 
bad done against you. It is not my plan that evil will be done against you. But know this, without out a doubt, whatever others 
intend for evil against you, I will redeem, and intend for good in your life. I will use all your experiences in life to accomplish my 
purposes and plans in you. So, now I will ask you, what is the better choice you will make when others do evil against you? I will 

look for and expect to see how you will even be able to use the evil done against me to accomplish your purposes and plans in my life. 
That is correct. Do this and you will see my hand working in and through your life, to accomplish my purposes and plans. That I 
will do. That will be very good. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lord, evil has been done against me. I have been harmed by the actions of others. I will not attempt to pay back evil with evil. Instead, I 
will having a forgiving attitude. I will also look for and expect to see good you will bring out of evil done against me. Amen 
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The Virtuous Life                  God Meant It For Good 
 

 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.”  So they sent 
a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died:  ‘Say 
to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  His brothers also came 
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.”  But Joseph said 
to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?  As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be 
kept alive, as they are today.  So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little 
ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

ESV                                             Genesis 50:15-21 
 
 

 
The Virtuous Life            God Intended It All For Good 
 

 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph 
holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?"  So 
they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: 
 This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and 
the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of 
the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph 
wept.  His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your 
slaves," they said.  But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of 
God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.  So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for 
you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

NIV                                              Genesis 50:15-21 
 
  
 
    

The Virtuous Life                  God Meant It For Good 
 

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "Perhaps Joseph 
will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him."  So they 
sent messengers to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he commanded, saying, 
'Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your 
brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you." ' Now, please, forgive the trespass of 
the servants of the God of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we 
are your servants."  Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of 
God?  But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order 
to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  Now therefore, do not 
be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them.  
 

NKJV                                           Genesis 50:15-21 
 
  

 
The Virtuous Life             God Intended It All For Good 
 

But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph 
will show his anger and pay us back for all the wrong we did to him,” they said.  So 
they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your father died, he instructed us  to say to 
you: ‘Please forgive your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin in 
treating you so cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of your father, beg you to 
forgive our sin.” When Joseph received the message, he broke down and wept.  Then 
his brothers came and threw themselves down before Joseph. “Look, we are your 
slaves!” they said.  But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can 
punish you?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought 
me to this position so I could save the lives of many people.  No, don’t be afraid. I will 
continue to take care of you and your children.” So he reassured them by speaking 
kindly to them. 
 

NLT                                               Genesis 50:15-21 
 
     

 
The Virtuous Life  God Used Those Same Plans For My Good 
 

 After the funeral, Joseph's brothers talked among themselves: "What if Joseph is 
carrying a grudge and decides to pay us back for all the wrong we did him?"  So they 
sent Joseph a message, "Before his death, your father gave this command:  Tell 
Joseph, 'Forgive your brothers' sin—all that wrongdoing. They did treat you very 
badly.' Will you do it? Will you forgive the sins of the servants of your father's God?" 
When Joseph received their message, he wept.  Then the brothers went in person to 
him, threw themselves on the ground before him and said, "We'll be your slaves." 
 Joseph replied, "Don't be afraid. Do I act for God?  Don't you see, you planned evil 
against me but God used those same plans for my good, as you see all around you 
right now—life for many people.  Easy now, you have nothing to fear; I'll take care of 
you and your children." He reassured them, speaking with them heart-to-heart. 
 

MSG                                            Genesis 50:15-21 
 
 

 
The Virtuous Life               God Intended It For Good 
 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?"  So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before 
he died,  'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong 
they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of 
the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers 
also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves."  But Joseph 
said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?  Even though you intended 
to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, 
as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little 
ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

NRSV                                          Genesis 50:15-21 
 

  
The Virtuous Life                   God Turned Into Good 
 

 But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers were frightened. "Now Joseph 
will pay us back for all the evil we did to him," they said.  So they sent him this 
message: "Before he died, your father instructed us to tell you  to forgive us for the 
great evil we did to you. We servants of the God of your father beg you to forgive us." 
When Joseph read the message, he broke down and cried.  Then his brothers came 
and fell down before him and said, "We are your slaves."  But Joseph told them, 
"Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, to judge and punish you?  As far as I am 
concerned, God turned into good what you meant for evil, for he brought me to this 
high position I have today so that I could save the lives of many people.  No, don’t be 
afraid. Indeed, I myself will take care of you and your families." And he spoke very 
kindly to them, reassuring them. Genesis 50:15-21 (TLB)  
 

TLB                                              Genesis 50:15-21 
 

    

 
The Virtuous Life                  God Meant It For Good 
 

 When Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Perhaps now 
Joseph will hate us and will pay us back for all the evil we did to him.  And they sent 
a messenger to Joseph, saying, Your father commanded before he died, saying,  So 
shall you say to Joseph: Forgive (take up and away all resentment and all claim to 
requital concerning), I pray you now, the trespass of your brothers and their sin, for 
they did evil to you. Now, we pray you, forgive the trespass of the servants of your 
father's God. And Joseph wept when they spoke thus to him.  Then his brothers went 
and fell down before him, saying, See, we are your servants (your slaves)!  And 
Joseph said to them, Fear not; for am I in the place of God? [Vengeance is His, not 
mine.]  As for you, you thought evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are this day.  Now therefore, do 
not be afraid. I will provide for and support you and your little ones. And he comforted 
them [imparting cheer, hope, strength] and spoke to their hearts [kindly]. 
 

AMP                                             Genesis 50:15-21 
   

The Virtuous Life         God Turned Your Evil Into Good 
 

After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph is still angry with us? We 
did many wrong things to him. What if he plans to pay us back?“  So they sent a 
message to Joseph that said, “Your father gave this command before he died.  He 
said to us, ’You have done wrong and have sinned and done evil to Joseph. Tell 
Joseph to forgive you, his brothers.’ So now, Joseph, we beg you to forgive our 
wrong. We are the servants of the God of your father.“ When Joseph received the 
message, he cried.  And his brothers went to him and bowed low before him and 
said, “We are your slaves.“  Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Can I do 
what only God can do?  You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to 
save the lives of many people, which is being done.  So don’t be afraid. I will take 
care of you and your children.“ So Joseph comforted his brothers and spoke kind 
words to them. 
 

NCV                                             Genesis 50:15-21 
 
    

 
The Virtuous Life                  God Meant It For Good 
 
When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to 
him!"  So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father charged before he 
died, saying,  'Thus you shall say to Joseph, "Please forgive, I beg you, the 
transgression of your brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong."' And now, 
please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father." And 
Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants."  But Joseph said to them, "Do 
not be afraid, for am I in God's place?  "As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many 
people alive.  "So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little 
ones." So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.   
 

NASB                                           Genesis 50:15-21 
 

  



God Intended It All For Good    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 

The Virtuous Life – Genesis 50:15-21                              In Context: Read Genesis 50 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
But now that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers became fearful. “Now Joseph will show his anger and pay us back for all the wrong 
we did to him,” they said.  So they sent this message to Joseph: “Before your father died, he instructed us  to say to you: ‘Please forgive 
your brothers for the great wrong they did to you—for their sin in treating you so cruelly.’ So we, the servants of the God of your father, 
beg you to forgive our sin.” When Joseph received the message, he broke down and wept.  Then his brothers came and threw themselves 
down before Joseph. “Look, we are your slaves!” they said.  But Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I God, that I can punish 
you?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many 
people.  No, don’t be afraid. I will continue to take care of you and your children.” So he reassured them by speaking kindly to them. 
Genesis 50:15-21 (NLT)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
But now that their father was dead, | Joseph’s brothers became fearful. | “Now Joseph will show his anger | and pay us back | for all the 
wrong we did to him,” | they said.  | So they sent this message to Joseph: | “Before your father died, | he instructed us  to say to you: 
| ‘Please forgive your brothers | for the great wrong they did to you |—for their sin in treating you so cruelly.’ | So we, the servants of 
the God of your father, | beg you to forgive our sin.” | When Joseph received the message, | he broke down and wept.  | Then his 
brothers came | and threw themselves down before Joseph. | “Look, we are your slaves!” | they said.  | But Joseph replied, | “Don’t be 
afraid of me. | Am I God, that I can punish you?  | You intended to harm me, | but God intended it all for good. | He brought me to this 
position | so I could save the lives | of many people.  | No, don’t be afraid. | I will continue to take care of you | and your children.” | 
So he reassured them | by speaking kindly | to them. Genesis 50:15-21 (NLT)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, evil has been done against me. I have been harmed by the actions of others. I will not attempt to pay back evil with evil. Instead, 
I will having a forgiving attitude. I will also look for and expect to see good you will bring out of evil done against me. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
When has someone clearly taken an action to do you harm? 
How have you suffered because someone took an action to do you harm? 
How are you looking for and expecting that God will bring good out of evil that has been done against you? 
When has time and wisdom been required for you to see how God has brought good out of evil done against you? 
Why would it be foolish, unwise, and counterproductive to try to pay others back for evil done against you? 
When has forgiving others brought God’s healing, peace, and joy into your life? 
What good has God accomplished in your life through harm that was done against you? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Look for and expect that God will bring good out of evil done against you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will bring good out of the evil done against you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how God has brought good out of evil done against you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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God Intended It All For Good  Genesis 50        Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you come to know how God has used for good what others intended for evil. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to know how you have used for good what others intended for evil. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, how will you use for good what others intended for evil? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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