
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."  Simon answered, 
"Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  When they had 
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken,  and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be 
afraid; from now on you will catch men."  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. Luke 5:4-11 (NIV)  
 

What I Ask 
 
Will you follow and obey? Will you go and do what I ask of you? Don’t be too quick to answer these questions. Let me ask 
you some more questions, before you answer me. Go ahead, I’m listening.  Will you follow and obey me when what I am 

asking of you is difficult and costly? Will you go and do what I ask of you when you don’t completely understand where I 
am leading you and what I am requiring of you? Must you fully understand and completely agree with me before you follow 
and obey me? Now, you may answer my questions. I know one thing for certain. What’s that? It is not rare for you to ask me to 
go and do something that I don’t fully understand. Why is that? You know the future. I do not. You are wise. I am not. You have a 
purpose and plan for my life that unfolds day by day. If I needed to fully understand and completely agree with what you asked me 
to go and do for you, I would never take the first step. Why is that? I don’t like leaving my comfort zone. I don’t like trying to do what 
seems impossible to me. If I saw your entire plan for my life, all at once, I would say that you were asking far too much of me. I 
would be fearful. I would be timid. I would be filled with doubt and withdraw in defeat, without ever engaging in any battles. So, day 
by day, you ask me to say yes to you, one step at a time. So, day by day, you ask me to place my faith in you. So, day by day, you 
do in and through me what I could never do by myself. Isn’t that great? Isn’t that fantastic? Yes, it is. Will you keep on going 
and doing what I ask of you, even when you do not fully understand where I am leading you and what I am requiring of 
you? Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord, I will say yes to you when I do not fully understand what you are asking of me. I will follow you when I am not certain where we are 

going. I will do what you give me to do based simply on your say so. Speak to me Lord, I am listening attentively to you. Amen 
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The Word Centered Life                   At Your Word 
 
And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.”  And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled 
all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.”  And when 
they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were 
breaking.  They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  But 
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  For he and all who were with him were 
astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken,  and so also were James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”  And when 
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 
 

ESV                                                     Luke 5:4-11 
  

 
The Word Centered Life           Because You Say So 
 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, 
and let down the nets for a catch."  Simon answered, "Master, we've worked 
hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let 
down the nets."  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of 
fish that their nets began to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other 
boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and 
said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"  For he and all his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken,  and so were 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to 
Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men."  So they pulled their 
boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 

NIV                                                        Luke 5:4-11 
 
  
 

    
The Word Centered Life                   At Your Word 
 

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch."  But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have 
toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 
 And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was 
breaking.  So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  When Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord!"  For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish 
which they had taken;  and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on 
you will catch men."  So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all 
and followed Him. 
 

NKJV                                                     Luke 5:4-11 
 
  

 
The Word Centered Life                    If You Say So 
 

 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is 
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”  “Master,” Simon replied, 
“we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let 
the nets down again.”  And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to 
tear!  A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon both 
boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.  When Simon Peter 
realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, 
Lord, please leave me—I’m too much of a sinner to be around you.”  For he 
was awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with 
him.  His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. 
Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for 
people!”  And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.  
 

NLT                                                       Luke 5:4-11 
 
     

 
The Word Centered Life               But If You Say So 
 

 When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, "Push out into deep water and let your 
nets out for a catch."  Simon said, "Master, we've been fishing hard all night and 
haven't caught even a minnow. But if you say so, I'll let out the nets."  It was no 
sooner said than done—a huge haul of fish, straining the nets past capacity.  They 
waved to their partners in the other boat to come help them. They filled both boats, 
nearly swamping them with the catch.  Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees 
before Jesus. "Master, leave. I'm a sinner and can't handle this holiness. Leave me 
to myself."  When they pulled in that catch of fish, awe overwhelmed Simon and 
everyone with him.  It was the same with James and John, Zebedee's sons, 
coworkers with Simon. Jesus said to Simon, "There is nothing to fear. From now on 
you'll be fishing for men and women."  They pulled their boats up on the beach, left 
them, nets and all, and followed him. 
 

MSG                                                      Luke 5:4-11 
  

 
The Word Centered Life               Yet If You Say So 
 
 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch."  Simon answered, "Master, we have 
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down 
the nets."  When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets 
were beginning to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began 
to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 
"Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"  For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken;  and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people."  When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and 
followed him. 
 

NRSV                                                    Luke 5:4-11 
   

The Word Centered Life               But If You Say So 
 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Now go out where it is 
deeper and let down your nets and you will catch a lot of fish!"  "Sir," Simon 
replied, "we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say 
so, we’ll try again."  And this time their nets were so full that they began to 
tear!  A shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon both 
boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.  When Simon Peter 
realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, "Oh, 
sir, please leave us—I’m too much of a sinner for you to have around."  For he 
was awestruck by the size of their catch, as were the others with him,  and his 
partners too—James and John, the sons of Zebedee. Jesus replied, "Don’t be 
afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for the souls of men!"  And as soon as 
they landed, they left everything and went with him. 
 

TLB                                                      Luke 5:4-11 
     

 
The Word Centered Life    But On The Ground Of Your Word 
 

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon (Peter), Put out into the deep [water], and 
lower your nets for a haul.  And Simon (Peter) answered, Master, we toiled all night 
[exhaustingly] and caught nothing [in our nets]. But on the ground of Your word, I will lower 
the nets [again].  And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish; and as 
their nets were [at the point of] breaking,  They signaled to their partners in the other boat to 
come and take hold with them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began 
to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  For he was gripped with bewildering amazement [allied to 
terror], and all who were with him, at the haul of fish which they had made;  And so also were 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon (Peter). And Jesus 
said to Simon, Have no fear; from now on you will be catching men!  And after they had run 
their boats on shore, they left everything and joined Him as His disciples and sided with His 
party and accompanied Him. 
 

AMP                                                      Luke 5:4-11 
 
  

The Word Centered Life        But You Say… So I Will 
 

When Jesus had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Take the boat into deep 
water, and put your nets in the water to catch some fish.“  Simon answered, “Master, 
we worked hard all night trying to catch fish, and we caught nothing. But you say to 
put the nets in the water, so I will.“  When the fishermen did as Jesus told them, they 
caught so many fish that the nets began to break.  They called to their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full that they 
were almost sinking.  When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he bowed down 
before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord. I am a sinful man!“  He and the 
other fishermen were amazed at the many fish they caught, as were  James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. 
From now on you will fish for people.“  When the men brought their boats to the 
shore, they left everything and followed Jesus. 
 

NCV                                                      Luke 5:4-11 
 
    

 
The Word Centered Life       But I Will Do As You Say 
 
When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and 
let down your nets for a catch."  Simon answered and said, "Master, we worked hard 
all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets."  When 
they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to 
break;  so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink.  But 
when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go away from me 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For amazement had seized him and all his companions 
because of the catch of fish which they had taken;  and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 
"Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men."  When they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 
 

NASB                                                    Luke 5:4-11 
 

  



Because You Say So                      Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Word Centered Life – Luke 5:4-11                                  In Context: Read Luke 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."  Simon answered, 
"Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  When they had 
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' 
knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken,  and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now 
on you will catch men."  So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. Luke 5:4-11 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
When he had finished speaking, | he said to Simon, | "Put out into deep water, | and let down the nets for a catch."  | Simon answered, 
| "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. | But because you say so, | I will let down the nets."  | When they 
had done so, | they caught such a large number of fish | that their nets began to break.  | So they signaled their partners | in the other 
boat | to come and help them, | and they came and filled both boats | so full that they began to sink. | When Simon Peter saw this, | 
he fell at Jesus' knees and said, | "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"  | For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, | and so were James and John, | the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. | Then Jesus | said to Simon, | 
"Don't be afraid; | from now on you will catch men."  | So they pulled their boats up on shore, | left everything | and followed him.     
Luke 5:4-11 (NIV)  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, I will say yes to you when I do not fully understand what you are asking of me. I will follow you when I am not certain where we 
are going. I will do what you give me to do based simply on your say so. Speak to me Lord, I am listening attentively to you. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
Why will the Lord sometimes ask you to do something that doesn’t make sense to you? 
When have you followed and obeyed the Lord even when you were not sure where you were going? 
Why would it be a sin to only obey the Lord when what He asked made sense to you? 
What have you left behind so that you could love, follow, and serve the Lord? 
Where has the Lord led you since you started following Him? 
What has the Lord given you to do since you started following Him? 
How has the Lord used you to lead others to place their faith in Him? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Say yes to the Lord even when you do not fully understand what He is asking of you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith to say yes to the Lord even when you don’t fully understand what He is asking of you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group how you are saying yes to what the Lord asks of you. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Because You Say So    Luke 5              Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you say yes to whatever the Lord asks of you. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, I will say yes to whatever you ask of me. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what are you asking of me today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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