
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears 
us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:13-15 (NIV)  

 

My Will 
 

Do you know my will? That is a very good question. Often times, I do not know your will. Would you like to know my will? That 
is also a very good question. Why is that? I can think of times when I liked my will. What does that mean? It means that I didn’t 
want to know your will if it differed from my will. I preferred my will over your will. That’s honest, that is wise to acknowledge. 
How about now? I want to know and do your will. If my will is not in alignment with your will, I want to know. I will change my will to 
line up with your will, that is my desire, plan, and goal. I want to love and follow and serve you with all that is within me. I want to go 
and do whatever you ask of me without and wavering or hesitation. That is very good. Let’s take a step back for a moment. I 

have a few questions for you. I’m listening. When you wanted your will, what kind of prayers did you pray? I prayed prayers 
that were according to my will. What kind of answer could you expect from me when you prayed prayers according to your 
will? I could expect that they would not be heard or answered. If they were answered, the answer would have been no. Why is 
that? You wanted and still want my will and my prayers to be in accordance with your will. You want me to be in alignment with you 
in my thoughts and words and actions. You want me to pray prayers that you can hear and answer. Yes, I do. So, if you don’t 
know my will what will you do? If you do not know how to pray what will be your course of action. I think it would be wise to 
assume that I don’t know your will or how to pray. Why is that? Then I will draw near to you in prayer. Then I will draw near to you 
in your word. Then I will draw near to you in praise and worship. When I seek you with all my heart, I will know you and your ways. 
When I draw near to you, you will draw near to me. You will give me prayers to pray. You will guide me to pray prayers that you will 
hear and answer. Yes, you can be sure of that. Will you draw near to me in prayer, in my word and in praise and worship? 
Yes Lord, I will. That will be very good. Then I will surely hear and answer your prayers. Thank you, Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, looking back over time, I can recall prayers I prayed that were clearly not according to your will. They were according to my will, but 

not yours. Help me to prayer prayers that are according to your will. Help me to pray prayers that you will hear and answer. Amen 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Jon Ulrich © All rights reserved                     Copying not permitted                          www.GrowingAsDisciples.com	



 
 

                                                                      
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God that you may know that you 
have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we 
have toward him, that if we ask anything according 
to his will he hears us. And if we know that he 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests that we have asked of him.  
 

ESV                                                 1 John 5:13-15 
 
 

 
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that 
we have what we asked of him.  
 

NIV                                                  1 John 5:13-15 
 
 
 
 

    
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

These things I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, that you may know that you 
have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in 
the name of the Son of God. Now this is the confidence 
that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to 
His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we have asked of Him.  
 

NKJV                                                1 John 5:13-15 
 
   

 
  The Prayer Filled Life           Anything That Pleases Him 

 

I have written this to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, so that you may know you have 
eternal life. And we are confident that he hears us 
whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. 
And since we know he hears us when we make our 
requests, we also know that he will give us what we 
ask for.  
 

NLT                                                   1 John 5:13-15 
 
     

 
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

My purpose in writing is simply this: that you who believe 
in God's Son will know beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that you have eternal life, the reality and not the illusion. 
And how bold and free we then become in his presence, 
freely asking according to his will, sure that he's 
listening. And if we're confident that he's listening, we 
know that what we've asked for is as good as ours.  
 

MSG                                                 1 John 5:13-15 
 

 

 
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 
have eternal life. And this is the boldness we have 
in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, 
he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in 
whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained 
the requests made of him.  
 

NRSV                                               1 John 5:13-15 
 
  

  The Prayer Filled Life                   In Line With His Will 
 

I have written this to you who believe in the Son of 
God so that you may know you have eternal life. 
And we are sure of this, that he will listen to us 
whenever we ask him for anything in line with his 
will. And if we really know he is listening when we 
talk to him and make our requests, then we can be 
sure that he will answer us.  
 

TLB                                                  1 John 5:13-15 
 

    

 
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

I write this to you who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) the 
name of the Son of God [in the peculiar services and blessings conferred 
by Him on men], so that you may know [with settled and absolute 
knowledge] that you [already] have life, yes, eternal life. And this is the 
confidence (the assurance, the privilege of boldness) which we have in 
Him: [we are sure] that if we ask anything (make any request) according 
to His will (in agreement with His own plan), He listens to and hears us. 
And if (since) we [positively] know that He listens to us in whatever we 
ask, we also know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that we have 
[granted us as our present possessions] the requests made of Him.  
 

AMP                                                 1 John 5:13-15 
 
  

  The Prayer Filled Life        Agrees With What He Wants 
 

I write this letter to you who believe in the Son of 
God so you will know you have eternal life. And 
this is the boldness we have in God’s presence: 
that if we ask God for anything that agrees with 
what he wants, he hears us. If we know he hears 
us every time we ask him, we know we have what 
we ask from him.  
 

NCV                                                 1 John 5:13-15 
 
    

 
  The Prayer Filled Life                 According To His Will 

 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if 
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we 
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the requests which we have asked from Him.  
 

NASB                                               1 John 5:13-15 
 

  



According To His Will                    Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______                                             
 
The Prayer Filled Life – 1 John 5:13-15                               In Context: Read 1 John 5 
 

Begin With Prayer:    Here I am Lord.   I Am Listening. 
 

Meditating On God’s Word:   (What is God speaking to your heart?)                                  
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us--
whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:13-15 (NIV)  
 

Considering The Words:  (What words speak to your heart?) 
I write these things to you | who believe in the name | of the Son of God | so that | you may know that | you have eternal life.  | This 
is the confidence | we have in approaching God: | that if we ask anything | according to his will, | he hears us.  | And if we know that | 
he hears us--| whatever we ask--| we know that | we have what | we asked of him. 1 John 5:13-15 (NIV)  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Praying The Scripture:   (What prayer from your heart will you write?) 
Lord, looking back over time, I can recall prayers I prayed that were clearly not according to your will. They were according to my will, 
but not yours. Help me to prayer prayers that are according to your will. Help me to pray prayers that you will hear and answer. Amen 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

What It Means:  (What questions speak to your heart?)   (Suggested questions for small group discussion are in bold) 
How is God’s word helping you to believe and place your faith in Jesus Christ? 
How has God’s word given you confidence in knowing that you have eternal life in Jesus Christ? 
What is your best course of action if your faith is weak, and you are filled with doubt? 
Why can you have confidence in approaching God to make your prayers known to Him? 
What kind of prayers can you be sure that God will hear and answer? 
What has helped or hindered you in knowing if your prayers are in accordance with God’s will? 
When has God heard and answered your prayers in a way that you did not anticipate? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Living It Out:    (What action step is God guiding your heart to take?) 
Pray prayers that are in accordance with Gods will, that He can hear and answer. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seeing It Happen:   (What are you trusting God for in your heart?) 
Have faith that God will hear and answer the prayers you pray that are in accordance with His will. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Get Ready To Share:   (What can you share with others from your heart?) 
Share with another person or your small group what prayers you are now praying to God. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Close With Prayer:    Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
Pause And Offer Prayers Of…     With An Attitude Of Faith Listen To What The Lord Wants To Say To You 
 

Adoration…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Thanksgiving… _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Intercession... _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition…  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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According To Your Will          1 John 5            Year ____ Week____ Day ____ Date______ 
 

Journal 
 

As You Quiet Yourself Before The Lord 
 
 

What Do You Want To Say To Me Lord? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Prayers Are You Praying Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer Of Blessing   (What Prayer Of Blessing Can You Pray For Another?) 
 

May you pray prayers, in accordance with His will, that He can hear and answer. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer To Carry    (What Prayer Would You Like To Carry Throughout Your Day?) 
 

Lord, help me to pray prayers, in accordance with your will, that you can hear and answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What Do You Want To Remember About Today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Question To Ask God     (What Would You Like To Ask God?) 
 

Lord, what prayers, according to your will, can I pray today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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